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Butcher  in  E.Coli  outbreak  reopens 


asp 
deal  by 
M»or 


Ewen  MacAskM,Chief 
PoBUeal  Conra^endeiit 


JOHN  created 
the  breathing  9pace 
needed  to  stay  In 
oSice  unto  1 
in  a last-gasp  deal 
with  the  Ulster 
Unionists  yesterday  that  se- 
cured the  support  cf  their  nine 
MPs  in  return  fi»  a key  oonsii- 
tutdonal  concession. 

The  deal,  to  set  up  a uew- 
look  Nortbmi  Ireland  Grand 
Committee,  saq>pered  plans 
by  Labour  to  es^lt  the  Wliral 
bydectkm  by  holding  a ccmfl- 
deoce  modem  on  Memday. 

Labour,  which  has  held  dis- 
cussions with  the  Unionists, 
conceded  that  as  ko^  as  the 
Government  had  .dieir  sup- 
port It  could  not  win  a confi- 
dence vote  and  force  an  early 
dectioD. 

The  Labour  chief  whip. 
Donald  Dewar, . said:  “1  am 
sorry  we  cannot  go  ahead. 
But  there  is  no  point  in  put- 
ting down  a motion  without 
dte  Ulster  Unionists.” 

Labour  was  criticised  last 
week  for  building  up  hop^  of 
bringing  down  the  Govern- 
ment in  a censure  vote -and 
ftining  miserably  after : the 
Unionists  swung  in  behind 
the  Government 
Disclosure  trf'the  deal  came 
in  a low-key  answer  in  the 
Commons  fttun  the  Leader  of 
the  House,  Tony  Newttm,  who 
agreed  to  the  setting  up  of  the 


\ TWMK  THIS  fMSeSlHS 
EAST  BfiUTOTQuesnON. 


Northern  Ireland  Grand  Com- 
mittee along  tide  lines-  cX  one 
in  Scotland,  where  it  acts  like 
a mini-parliament 

The  move  angered  the  n» 
tionalist  communis,  which 
sees  it  as  increasing  ties  witti 
Britain,  rather  than  loosening 
theaxL  It  is  also  seen  as  ftotber 
evidence  of  the  extent  to  which 
the  Government  and  the 

TTntnnt<rtw  gp  hand.rn4wnd 

Alfhor^  tibe  Irish  govern^ 
meot  wffl  private|y  despair  of 
the  concession,  it  remained 
silent  yesterday. 

Labour  calculated  last 
night  that  the  Unionists  had 
received  six  s^niftcant  con- 
cessions from  the  Govern- 
ment over'  the  last  few 

months,  ranging  from  un- 
proved quotas  for  Northern 
Inland  fishermen  in  Decern-^ 
ber  to  preference  in  the  lifting 
of  the  beef  export  ban. 

The  Ulster  Unionist  leader, 
David  Trimble,  welcomed  the 
new4ook  committee.  He  said 
almost  everyone  now  ex- 
pected the  election  on  May  1. 

Sven  if  Mr  Trimble  had 
wanted  to  switch  SI^qpnt  to 
Labour,  fbsiie  were  doubts,  at 
Westminster  about  hJs  ability 
to  take  all  his  cdHeagues  wiQi 
him  Uhionlsts  as  Wil- 
liam Ross  and  tlames  Mdl^- 
eaux.  Mr  Trtmhle’s  predeces- 
sor, lean  naturally  towards  toe 
Conservattves.  . 

Mr  Trimble  suggested 
Labour’s  talk  of  wmfiHPfwy 
votes  was  postofing:  *1  don’t 
get  the  feeling  Labour  will  be 
going  all  out  to  bring  down 
the  Government.  They  are 
I having  difliculty  in  getting 
toeir  vote  but.” 

Hb  denied  the  Unionisis’ 
votes  had  been  ‘Ixmght’'  by 
the  GovemmeBL  ”1  don’t  see 
these  positive  things  as  buy- 
ing us.  I regard  them  as 
tltoigs  toat  ou^  to  have  hap- 
pened anyway.” 

The  Government  hinted  at 
the  settiiig  up  of  the  Grand 
Committee  at  the  party  con- 
ference* in  Octobv.  It  win 
string  toe  Unionists  along  for 
a fbrtoight,  having  dday^  a 
vote  on  toe  decision  untQ 
toeo,  by  which  time  the  Gov- 
moment  will  be  close  to  dis- 
solvii^  FarliamenL  The  com- 
mittee is  unlikely  to  meet 
before  the  electom. 
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Bnsmess  as  usual — John  Barr  protected  by  his  seen  at  the  shop  in  Wishaw.  source  oflast  year’s  E.Coli  outbreak,  whidi  attracted  more  than  500  customers  yesterdaypHoroGfwm  gbtrge  wuoe 

Hero  OMrillain — the  people’s  verdict 


‘lama 

micrd-biplogy 
student 
in  Paisley. 

I’m  taking 

these 

sausage 

meat 

pasties 

to  the  lab 

— for  lunch’ 


David  Goodwin, 
first  customer 
at  John  Barr’s 
yesterday 


JohnAiUdg* 


Clan  Carnivore 

woke  early  yester- 
day'and  hurried 
through  the  rain 
ctotehlng  fraying  shopping 
lists  and  plastic  rectos  cards. 

There  were  recovering 
B.coli  01S7  victims  ftom 
Wishaw,  pensioners  Drom 
Hamfitnn,  and  cagouled  chiL' 
dren  on  their  way  to  school  in 
MotoerweQ.  They  gathered  In 
I Caledonian  Road  not  to  bury, 
but  to  praise  toe  butcher  of 

IjiTiarlrahli^ 

On  time  at  exactly  7.30am 
toe  crowds  caught  -their  first 
gTimpca  of  the  yscmian  of  the 
Scotch  pie  — John  Barr.  With 
his  6ft  51n  son  Martin  at  his 
side,  he  unloeked  the  door  of 
toe  shop  he  thought  he  would 
have  to  abandon  when  it  was 
wamft«<  as  the  likely  source  of 
Britain’s  worst  fbod  poison- 
ing outbreak. 

Three  mowfhs  and  18  deaths 
after  toe  ExoU  epidemic  bre^ 
out,  John  Barr  of  Wishaw  -was 
back  in  business. 

Who  would  be  toe  first  to  en- 
joy his  best  haggis,  minoe,  I 
square  sausages  and  toe  now  | 


infamnna  steak  pie?  Davld 
Goodwin,  aged  22,  stepped 
forward. 

Snrdy  this  was  a local  lad 
who  would  prcnoonce  Bair’s 
ftte  best  in  toe  buriness.  *1  am  a 
nucrobiicdogy  student  in  Pais- 
ley,” be  said  cnBacring  his  8to  , 
sansage-meat  pasties.  Tm  tak- , 
ing  these  to  toe  lab  — for  I 
lunch."  I 

With  another  rather  befier- 
known  microbieflo^  — Pro- 
fessor Hugh  Pennington — stnL 
dissecting  samples  of  Barr’s 
pies  for  >iia  inquiiy  mm  the 
ppWamir  Mr  Bail’s  big  day 
could  not  have  got  off  to  a 
worse  start  His  face  was  as 
white  as  his  starched  vest 

But  help  was  on  Us  way  — 
ringing  in  toe  rain.  As  they 
walked  down  toe  hin,  six  pmi- 
sioners  wearing  Union  Jack 
bats  and  plastic  sashes  bear- 
ing toe  mess^  Congratula- 
I tions  struck  up  a song  com- 
' posed  to  mark  the  occasion; 
‘Tfs  John  Barr  for  us,  John 
Barr  for  usi^  you're  no  John 
Barr,  you’re  nae  use  tae  us." 

Mr  Ban  greeted  the  a cap- 
pella  sextet.  “Thank  you 
ladies,’’  the  51-year-old 
blushed  as  he  eased  iiirngpif 
between  his  raw  and  cooked 


I meat  counters  — now  neatly 
' separated,  as  ProrPennington 

haft 

Outside,  the  self-styled 
’^Barrettes”  explained  their 
devotion  to  toe  former  Scot- 
tito  Butcher  of  the  Year. 
Alice  Doefoerty  said:  “John 
Barr  is  the  best  butcher  in 
town  and  we  wanted  him  to 
know  that.  He’s  suffered 
enough  thmugh  thig.  It  could 
have  happened  to  anyone.” 

Other  shevpers  agreed,  in- 
cluding one  woman  who  con- 
tracted the  virus  during 
last  November's  outbreak. 
Ann  MoSht,  aged  39,  said:  “I 
came  back  to  toe  sbop  be- 
cause I have  the  utmost  confi- 
dence in  Mr  Barr  and  I have 
no  qualms  about  eating  his 
meat” 

Was  no  one  a little  nervous? 
“Not  at  an.”  said  Hu^  Eel^, 
whose  54-year-old  sister-in- 
law  spent  two  days  in  Monk- 
lands  hospital  after  contract- 
iogtoe  bacterium. 

“This  problem  is  not  just 
happening  at  Barr’s,  it’s  hap- 
pening an  over  Scotland  and 
now  TgngtawH  It  is  not  toe 
feult  of  one  man  and  we  are 
not  going  to  blame  him  for 
it” 


Locals  insisted  they  cared 
about  toe  dead  and  the  400 
who  were  affected  in  last 
year’s  outbreak. 

“We  sympathise  very 
deeply  and  recognise  that 
some  relatives  ha:w  reserva- 
tions about  toe  reopening,” 
said  Fred  Landerly.  towu  cen- 
tre manager  at  North  Lanark- 
shire councU.  “But  50  many 
stores  have  closed  around 
here  pe<^  feel  that  if  Barr’s 
goes  under  it  will  be  another 


nail  in  the  coffin  of  Wiriiaw.” 

By  5pm  yesterday  more 
than  500  customers  had 
passed  through  toe  store. 

Later  this  yearMr  Barr  will 
appear  before  a sheriff  in 
Hamilton  to  answer  charges 
of  “culpable  and  reckless  con- 
duct” in  all^e^  supplying 
contaminated  meat  to  an  18th 
birthday  party.  In  the  dock, 
without  the  backing  of  Clan 
CamivQre,  It  could  be  a very 
different  story. 


2 ACADEMY  AWARD- 
NOMINATIONS 

BEST  SLiePORTINC  ACTRESS  • BEST  COSTUME  DESIGN 

FROM  THE  DIRECTOR  OF  ‘THE  PIANO’ 


A FILM  BY  JANE  CAMPION 


NICOLE 

KIDMAN 


JOHN 

MALROVICH 


BARBARA 

HERSHEY 


German  fury  over  cloning 


MchardMIlcM  ■ ■ 

Nicola  ilorlick,::.once 
described  as  the  second 
most  poweiftd  woman 
in  the  City,  with  a job 
rumoured  to  be  worth  more 
than  £1  miniMi,  Is  joining  one- 
of  toe  financial  industry’s 
ftitiaUftr  companies; 

The  former  high-flyer,  de- 
scribed by  newspapers  as  Su- 
perwoman because  of  her 
ability  to  combine  her  role  as  . 
a mother  of  five  children  with 
that  of  pensions  chief  at  the 
blue-chip  investment  bank 
Morgan  Grml^  is  to  work 
for  toe  little-known  Ely  Fund 
Managers.  It  is  believed  to; 
have  about  £250' million  of  pri- 


WcoteHoriidi::  ex-lu^i-flyer 

vate  Investors’  money  under 
its  control,  compared  with  the 
£18  biHiw  she  managed  at 
Morgant^mi^ 

She  was  ousted  ftom  her  po- 
sition at  the  investment  bank 


in  January  over  ahtgatkms 
that  she  attempted  to  lure  her 
ioam  tQ  a rftnd'ftmd'iiianager, 
which  she  d^es.  - . . 

Eterlier  this  month,  Ms  Hor- 
Uck  riainiPfi  she  was  “more 
well-known  than  any  - otoer 
fluid  manager  in  Britain”  and  , 
hoped  to  capitalise  on  this 
reputation  by  launching  her 
own- brand  of  unit  trust,  a no- 
firills  type  of  investment  fund 
aimed  at  tte  private  investor. 

She  rose  to  feme  after  con- 
fronting her  bosses  at  Morgan 
Grenfell,'  accompanied  by 
reporters  and  photographers, 
and  flying  to  the  bank’s 
Frankfurt  headquarters  to 
press  her  case. 

CttyNotobooIgpitoell 


Ttan  Radford 
•clence  Editor 


Alarm  at  toe  prospect  of 
human  clones  raced 
across  Europe  yester- 
day, as  DaDy  toe  lamb,  cloned 
ftom  t’o'Ug  taken  flrom  the 
udder  of  an  adult  sheep, 
grazed  In  her  Edinburgh 
laboratory. 

The  most  violent  reaction 
was  in  Germany,  burdened 
with  memories  of  the  Third 
Reich,  cloning  of  human 

beings  would  fit  preds^ 
into  Adolf  Hitler’s  world 
view.”  said  toe  newspaper 
Die  wait  "And  tone  is  no 
doubt  he  would  have  used  the 
technoli^  intensively  if  it 


were  available  at  that  time. 
Thank  God  it  wasn’t.” 

In  Britain,  scientists 
pointed  out  that  the  tech- 
nique was  haphazard  — it 
took  hundreds  of  attempts  to 
clone  one  lamb  — and  aimed 
at  biological  understanding. 

At  Westminster,  the  Tory 
MP  Bin  Cash  proposed  a par- 
liamentary coinmlttee  to  ex- 
amine human  and  other  gm- 
etic  engineering. 

In  France.  Guy  PaiUotin,  a 
leading  agricultural  scientist 
said  that  talk  of  human  clones 
was  “stupid”  and  confused. 
But  toe  European  Commis- 
sion, the  Vatii^  and  Presi- 
dent Bill  Glinten  all  eallad  for 
immediate  action.  The  Repub- 
lican senator  John  Marchl  of 


Britain 


World  News 


Staten  Island.  New  York, 
wanted  the  cloning  (rf  humans 
to  be  a felony  puni^bie  by  a 
three-to-seven-year  sentence. 
“We  ou^t  not  permit  a cot- 
tage industry  in  toe  God  busi- 
ness,” he  said. 

But  the  greatest  ooncem 
was  in  Germany.  “With,  the 
cloning  of  an  adult  creaflire, 
humans  put  an  wnd  to 
evolution.”  ssid  HandelshlatL 
“We  have  crossed  a barrier 
we  should  have  left  standii^. 
The  birth  of  the  toeep  Dolly  is 
an  event  not  unlike  the  first 
nuclear  exjdosion.” 

Die  Zeit  asked:  “How  long 
will  it  take  now  until  a new 
Einstein.  Lollobrigida  or  even 
Hitler  populates  the  brave 
newworld?“ 
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Sketch 


Grey  is  in  — but 
not  for  long . . . 


Simon  Hoggart 


IT’S  Fashion  Week  in  Lem- 
don,  and  as  Fve  said  before, 
£ashion  writers  are  the  only 
journalists  who  are  ezpocted 
to  express  untrammelled,  lim- 
itless enthusiasm  for  the 
people  they  write  about  If 
they  don’t  they  are  banished 
from  the  Eront  row,  the  equiv- 
alent of  a bishop  being,  so  to 
speak,  defrocked. 

I feel  this  Is  an  example  we 
should  follow.  There  is  too 
much  c^ing,  native,  criti- 
cal writing  about  politicians 
in  this  country.  Ri^tnow, 
Britain  is  the  political  capital 
of  the  world,  as  top  trend-set- 
ters Qy  in  to  gasp  at  our  das- 
zlingly  creative  politicians.  It 
is  time  that  we  hacks  reflected 

this , , , 

As  soon  as  John  M^r  sa- 
shayed in  for  Prime  Minister’s 
Questions,  we  knew  we  were 
all  in  fora  rare  treat  Swathed 
in  a figure-hugging  grey  suit 

with  a bold  dash  of  colour 
Oaradi's  exciting  ’^neck-tie” 
concept)  as  a bold  contrast  he 
drew  gasps  from  the  fortunate 
catwalk  claque  in  the  gallery. 

Right  away  he  displayed  the 
intricate  cutting  atiH  tailoring 
which  aretbe  hallmarks  of 
this  thrillicg  young  designer. 
Asked  about  a select  commit- 
tee report  which  indicates  that 
the  armed  forces  medical  ser- 
vices have  been  run  down  so 
much  that  we  cannot  put 
enough  soldiers  into  the  front 
line,  he  delighted  onlookers 
with  the  pleating  and  back- 
cutting  which  have  made  him 
the  toast  of  the  sassiest  politi- 
cal salons.  His  motto:  "I  will 
notbeniched." 

A bold  dedaration  that  he 
bad  not  even  read  the  report 
was  greeted  with  excited 
moues  from  the  beaches  be- 
hind him.  When  he  twiried 
round  to  reveal  that  he  had 
read  the  tiny  part  which 
praised  the  Government 
there  were  audible  gasps- 
Poreign  visitors  were  won 
over  by  the  wonderful  needle- 
work which  be  used  to  stitch 
Uprivals.  "E  eez.  ow  you  say.  a 


First  night 


creative  genius,"  said  top 
Paris  haute  couturto  Jac- 
ques Chirac.  “Ziss  map  has 
stolen  mein  clothes!”  said  red- 
faced Bonn  f^hion  maven 
Helmut  EohL  "Ifhe  rinics  zat 
he  can  pull  zlss  tiii^  scrap  of 
vool  over  our  eyes  and  get  se 
ban  lifted...” 

Top  designer  at  Workers 
For  Freedom,  Tony  Blair, 
tried  to  score  a catwalk  coup 
by  asking  about  Nicholas 
Soamesandtheway  the  Min- 
istry of  Defence  fibbed  to 
avoid  paying  compensation  to 
Gulf  war  victims.  (Sorry,  it’s 
sometimes  hard  to  k^  up  ttie 
tone  of  relentless  admirarinn, 
especiaDy  with  our  defence 
ministers.) 

But  Major  simply  pirouet- 
ted around  a^  sikked  him 
about  Islington  council  and 
the  Today  Personality  of  tibe 
Year  poU.  Excited  Gulf  war 
veterans  burst  into  applause 
at  this  bravura  performance 
— or  woidd  if  they'd  been  St 
enough  to  get  out  of  bed. 

The  best  question  came 
from  Paddy  Ashdown,  who 
scorned  Mr  Moor's  desert 
tlon  of  Gulf  War  Syndrome  as 
•’ailments"  and  not  the  seri- 
ous illness  it  is.  “Which  minis- 
ter. either  personally  or 
through  Incompetence  in  his 
department,  allowed  our  ser- 
vicemen to  suffer  while  other 
ministers  were  warning  of  the 
dangersT’ 

Answer  came  there  none. 
Instead  Mr  Major,  who  looked 
rattled  tiiroagbout,  said  fee- 
bly: *^ou  are  in  your  usual 
business  of  scapegoating 
without  knowing  the  fects." 

Donald  Dewar.  labour’s 
chief  whip,  turned  to  Mr  Ash- 
down as  If  to  congratnlate 
him.  Mr  Ashdown  winked 
back.  The  Commons  Is  a cyni- 
cal place. 

As  we  learned  again  when 
Michael  Brown,  the  Tory  MP 
for  Brigg,  rose  to  ask  a sombre 
question  about  African  stow- 
aways who  have  been  arriv- 
ing in  his  coastal  constituency 
bereft  of  life.  They  are  arriv- 
ing. unfortunately  dead."  said 
Mr  Brown. 

“They  are  travelling  in 
dreadful 

fhnngb  fhay  ar^  TTl^gal  Iwimi- 
grants,  they  are  arriving  dead, 
and  something  must  be  done 
about  it" 

MPa  could  hardly  contain 
their  sni^rs.  Ifs  not  quite  as 
cruel  as  it  sounds;  it’s  just  the 
way  Mr.Brown  tells  them. 
“Unfortunately  dead”  became 
an  overni^t  catchphiase. 


Passion  of  a real 
power  player 


Alan  Rusbridger 

Evgeny  Kissin 

Royal  Festival  Han 

From  the  moment  the 
gan^g  boyish  Qgure 
runs  on  to  the  platform 
and  strides  determhiedly 
toward  the  instrument  you  al- 
ready sense  this  pianist  is 
different 

His  arms  look  as  though 
they  were  added  as  an  after- 
thought dangling  awkwardly 
at  his  side.  His  hair  looks  as 
though  several  thousand  volts 
have  recently  passed  through 
it 

But  then  he  b^lns  to  play 
and  the  electricity  passes  to 
his  fingers.  It  is  dlfficuJt  to 
conceive  how  mere  muscle, 
nerve  and  synapse  can  be 
willed  into  such  feats.  It  feels 
like  a force  of  nature. 

The  first  exposure  to  the  frill 
blast  of  Chopin  is  like  stepping 
out  into  an  elemental  storm.  It 
takes  you  a while  to  get  your 
bearings. 

He  is  still  only  25,  yet  al- 
ready a London  appearance  by 
Evgsiy  Kissin  is  a five-star, 
season  ticket-only  event  in  the 
British  musical  calendar.  He 
is  reckle$sl>'  spoken  of  in  the 
same  breath  as  Horowitz. 
Richter  and  GUels. 

He  certainly  has  the  tech- 
nique, the  clarity  and  the  pas- 
sion (^Horowitz,  if  not  yet  the 
range.  But  then  he  does  have  a 
few  years  to  go  yet 
In  the  first  hgdfhe  played 
the  Fbur  Ballades  ofChopin— 
as  femUlar  territory  as  you 
can  plonk  In  fr^nt  ofa  South 
Bank  audience. 

But  there  was  barely  a 
phrase  in  them  that  did  not 
soundinsomewayunfemil- 
iar.  The  same  was  Just  as  true 
of  the  second-half  Schumann 
— his  Kreisleriana  and  Opus  7 
Toccata. 


Kissin  has  a sense  of  har- 
monic ardiitectuie,  so  that  he 
can  never  begin  a phrase 
without  knowing  where  it  will 
end.  He  has  a complete  luder- 
standing  ofa  piece’s 
oaunter^inL 

The  tension  lies  in  beii^ 
aware  of  each  line,  while  at  the 
time  allowing  mel- 
ody and  internal  answer  its 
in^pendence. 

lliere  can  have  been  few  in 
the  audience  who  didn't  hear 
something  new  in  each  Bal- 
lade: phrases  and  harmonies 
that  had  escaped  them  before, 
chords  tbey  not  noticed. 

Then  again,  he  has  an  aston- 
ishing dynamic  range.  The 
quiet  passages  are  very,  very 
quiet 

He  can  move  to  loud  as 
though  leaning  on  an  organ 
swell  pedal.  And  then  he  can 
move  beyond  loud. 

The  torrent  of  notes 
towards  the  end  of  tiie  last  Bal- 
lade was  impressive  enou^ 
in  its  sheer  pyrotechnical 
deluge. 

More  maglcstill  were  the 
four  chords  that  intervene  be- 
fore the  final,  unleashed  fury. 
Kissin  played  each  with  equal 
weight  and  calmness.  On  the 
last  be  physically  coiled  like  a 
cat  about  to  pounce.  And 
when  be  did  pounce  it  was 
with  a sprung  violence  that 
was  startling. 

The  fear  is  that  Kissin,  like 
Cherkassky,  becomes  ma- 
rooned in  a relatively  narrow 
repertoire  in  which  the  formi- 
dable technique  will  always 
astonish  but  never  quite 
deepen. 

The  thrlR  is  the  anticipa- 
tion that  in  time,  that  ability 
and  intdi^nce  will  progress 
to  late  BeeUmven,  Schubert 
and  Mozart  If  so,  then  we 
have  a lifetime  of  greatness 
ahead  of  US. 

7?us  reuteu  appeared  in 
someediiionsyesterday. 


Venomous  attack  by  ex-Tory  chairman  on  former  colleague  underlines  bitter  divisions  within  party 

Tebbit  savages  Heseltine 


Lord  Tebbit . . . called  Mr  Heseltme  *tasteless,  tacky  If  lurt  dishonourable,  and  self-centred  beyond  even  the  call  of  his  profession’  ph^toiwaph.  don  mcphee 


Simmering  feud 
out  in  the  open 


Hlchaol  White 
Political  Eefttor 


ONE  of  the  longest- 
running  feuds  in 
the  Tory  party 
erupted  into  open 
wariare  last  night 
when  Lord  Tebbit  called 
Michael  Heseltine  a Thatcher 
regicide  whose  conduct  had 
often  been  'tasteless,  tacky  if 
not  dishonourable,  and  self- 
centred  beyond  even  the  call 
of  his  profession”. 

The  former  party  chairman 
unleashed  his  venom  against 


the  Deputy  Prime  Minister  in 
a Spectator  review  of  Michael 
Crick’s  biography  of  the  man 
who  has  failed  — so  far  — to 
achieve  bis  ambition  to  reach 
No  10.  but  brought  down  Lord 
Tebblfs  heroine,  “our  great- 
est postwar  prime  minister”. 

“Neiftier  particularly  left 
nor  right,  a corporatist  and 
fixer  Ity  instinct  and  practice, 
he  could  never  understand 
Maigaret  Thatcher,”  wrote 
Lord  Tebbit,  who  served  in 
cabinet  with  Mr  Heseltine 
until  the  then  defence  secre- 
tary’s Westland  walkout  in 
1986  — and  worked  to  thwart 


his  leadership  bid  in  1990.  He 
almost  stood  hlmaolf.  tht>n 
backed  John  Mgjor. 

Lord  Tebbit  twisted  the 
icnlfp,  pointing  to  "long-stand- 
ing gossip  at  Westminster" 
that  Mr  Heseltme  allegedly 
contemplated  leaving  his 
wife,  Anne,  arwl  highlighted 
the  future  defence  secretary's 
brief  career  in  the  . Welsh 
Guards  before  using  a loop- 
hole to  r^gn  and  fight  a 
byelectioQ. 

It  "jars  the  nerves  that  after 
just  61  days’  service  as  a 
second  lieutenant  Heseltine 
wears  bis  Guards  tie  as 
though  he  had  served  his 
ment  not  legally  deserted  it". 

While  conceding  some  suc- 
cesses in  his  rival's  career,  in- 
cluding his  1980s  attack  on 
CND.  Lord  Tebbit  called  him 
“a  political  missfie  targeted 
on  the  ofilce  of  prime  minis- 
ter". He  added:  “He  is  a su- 


premdy  good  one-ball  jug^er. 
but  a prime  minister  must 
ke^  a dOEEen  or  more  balls  in 
the  air  and  that  he  could 
not  do"  unlike  Lady 
Thatcher  in  her  prime. 

"At  the  roots  of  his  hostility 
to  her  is  a macho  streak 
which  sees  only  a subservient 
role  for  women,  however  tal- 
ented. and  B resentment  that 
a woman  ariiieved  the.  sit 
preme  office  which  he  cov^ 
eted  and  which  was  desued 
him,”  Lord  Tebbit  wrote. 

Ihe  attark  iinderifoes  how 
bitterly  divided  the  Tories 
have  become  on  the  eve  of  the 
general  election  and  bow 
much  the  betrayal  of  Marga- 
ret Thatcher  remains  the  de- 
fining moment  for  rigbtwing 
Tory  MF5.  one  which  has 
steadily  undermined  Mr  Ma- 
jor's legitimacy  and  poshed 
hfe  party  towa^  a ri^twing 
“restoratioD”. 


The  former  Chingford  MP 
was  the  epitome  of  Tbatcher- 
ite  Essex  Man  — his  memoirs 
were  called  Upwan&y  MoUle 
— while  the  middle-class  Mr 
Hesdtine  aped  the  st^  of 
landed  Tory  grandees.  Yet  tt 
was  the  latter  who  made  his 
fortune  to  the  risk-taking  m- 
trepreneorial  manner  Lord 
Tebbit  advocates.  ~ 

Lord  Td>blt  referred  to  Mr 
Hesdtine’s  views  as  'Tnuzzy, 
leftist,  paternalistic  corporat- 
ism” and  accused  him  of  mis- 
managing defence  projects 
such  as  the  Nimrod  reepa- 
nalssance  aircraft,  hetog  lack- 
lustre in  both  his  stints  at  the 
Department  of  the  Environ- 
ment  and  of  “bungling"  the 
Post  Office  and  coal 
privatisations. 

Lord  Tebbit  claimed  to 
have  persuaded  Mr  Heseltine 
to  back  Mrs  Thatcher  against 
Edward  Heath  in  the  Tory 


TEBBIT  ON 
HESELTINE; 

'Heisa 

supremely  good 
one-ball  juggler, 
but  a prime 
minister  must 
keep  a dozen  or 
more  bails  in  the 
eir — and  that  he 
could  not  do’ 


‘At  the  roots  of 
his  hostility  to  her 
[Margaret 
Thatcher]  is  a 
macho  streak 
which  sees  only  a 
subservient  role 
for  women, 
however 
talented,  and  a 
resentment  that  a 
woman  achieved 
the  supreme 
office  which  he 
coveted  and 
which  was  denied 
him* 


leadership  battle  M 1975.  so 
that  wmiam  Whitelaw  could 
join  the  second  round,  too  late 
as  it  turned  out  The  MP  for 
Henley  was  not  alone  in  mak- 
ing that  TniomlrnlaHnn- 

Lord  Tebbit  conceded  that 
Mr  Heseltine  got  one  thing 
right  "First  get  riito.  he  de- 
cided. XM>t  because  he  is  besot- 
ted with  money,  but  because 
he  saw  it  as  a necessary  fuel 
to  drive  his  ambition.  Would 
that  I had  bad  as  much 
sense." 

Mr  Heseltine  was  dismissed 
as  “a  man  of  no  great  political 
insight  but  a shrewd  political 
operator,  driven  by  ambition 
rather  than  idealism". 

Lord  Tebbit  concluded: 
“Ftoally.  will  that  ambitious 
political  guided  missile  hit  its 
target?  I think  not  It  is  still 
on  track  but  running  out  of 
ftieL  and  the  target  is  acceler- 
ating away.’’ 


Browning’s  last 
poem  resurfaces 


Stuart  Millar 


For  more  than  100  years, 
scholars  of  the  19th-cen- 
tuiy  poet  Robert  Brown- 
ing had  to  contant  themselves 
with  the  rather  stiff  Epilogue 
to  Asolando  as  his  final  work. 

But  now,  80  years  after  it 
was  picked  up  at  a Red  Cross 
charity  sale  during  the  first 
world  war.  his  true  last  poem 
has  re-emeiged  as  part  of  a 
collection  illustrating  one  d 
the  greatest  literary 
romances. 

The  apparently  untoiowu 
poem  will  go  on  sale  at  Phil- 
lips in  London  next  month 
alongside  the  handwritten, 
auto^aphed  final  work  of  his 
wife.  Elizabeth  Barratt 
Browning. 

Both  came  to  London  via 
one  of  the  auctioneer's 
r^onal  (dClces  from  an  anon- 
ymous elderly  woman  who 
had  kept  them  locked  away 
for  decades.  The  poignant  six- 
line  verse  is  contained  to  an 
envelope  marked:  “Fbund  to 
Robert  Browning's  blotter 
after  his  death  — Dec.  1889.” 


A meditation  on  the  tran- 
sience of  life  and  presence  of 
death,  it  is  Browning's  ren- 
dering of  an  “Inscription  on 
an  ancient  Sundial  at  New- 
quay, Cornwall”. 

Felix  Pryor,  manuscripts 
specialist  for  Phillips,  said 
yesterday:  "It  is  almost 
bizarre  to  find  that  this  poem 
about  life  and  death  was  on 
his  blotter  when  he  died.  It  is 
as  if  Browning  has  taken  an- 
other lut  bow  — one  we  were 
unaware  of  la  a sense  we  are 
dealing  with  famous  last 
words.  It  is  an  extraordinary 
oontemplation  of  mwtality." 
He  admitted  he  was  preju- 
diced against  tbe  poem  whtoh 
is  valued  at  up  to  £800  but 
could  fetch  much  more. 

The  considerably  longer 
manuscript  of  his  irife's  last 
poem,  titled  Ihe  North  and  the 
South,  Is  expected  to  go  for  up 
to  £4,000.  Written  in  hooemr  of 
the  Danish  author  Hians  Chris- 
tian Andersen,  tbe  seven- 
stanza  poem  is  signed  and 
dated  “Rome.  May  IBei”,  the 
year  she  diedHrawning  died 
in  Venice  in  1888,  and  is  buried 
in  Westminster  Abbey. 


Inscription  on  an  ancient  Sundial 
at  Newquay,  Cornwall 

Sun’s  ligM  is  come:  To  each 
Christ's  Cross,  in  shade,  doth  teach  — 

Yis  com^  thine  Hour!  ‘ 

Night  brings  shade:  Going  hence 
In  shade — hear  evidence — 

Yisgone,  thine  Hour! 


Widow  wins  fight  over  sperm 


Diane  Blood 
gets  go-ahead 
to  try  for  dead 
husband’s  baby 


CtveDyer 

Legal  CoiTaependant 


JUBILANT  Diane  Blood 
^^was  celebrating  last 
^^mnigbt  after  learning 
that  the  way  was  finally  dear 
for  her  to  try  to  realise  her 
dream  of  having  her  dead 
tans  band's  baby. 

The  Human  Fertnisatioo 
and  Embryology  Authority 
gave  tbe  go-ahead  yesterday 
for  StephM  Blood’s  frozen 
sperm  to  be  taken  to  Bdgium, 
where  a dioic  has  agreed  to 
inseminate  Mrs  Blood. 

The  decision  Kids  a two- 
year  legal  battle,  after  a 
Court  of  Appeal  judgnml 
thzve  weeks  ago  left  the  au- 
tbority  little  choice  but  to  ap- 
prove the  treatment  But  the 
waiting  period  was  stiD  tense 
for  Mrs  Blood,  aged  30.  her 
parents,  Michael  and  Sheila 
McMehon.  and  Stephen’s 
parents,  Brian  and  GUI  Blood. 

Mrs  Hood,  a public  rela- 
tions executive  from  WoA- 
sop,  Nottinghamshire,  beard 
the  decision  at  a packed  press 
conference  yesterday  after- 
noon. Holding  a glass  of 
champagne,  she  said;  "This  is 
obviously  wooderftfi.  wonder^ 
fill  news.  1 am  very,  very 
relieved.  I am  slightly  bewil- 
dered still  and  I don’t  yet 
believe  it." 


Diane  Blood: ’Wanderftxl  news’  PHoroGFMPHrPAULHACKEn 


Mrs  Blood’s  battle  for  tbe 
right  to  have  her  late  hus- 
band’s child  attracted  huge 
public  sympathy.  The  couple 
were  trying  for  a baby  wben 
Mr  Blood,  aged  30,  was 
stricken  with  meningitis, 
slipped  into  a coma  and  died 
witiito  days  to  March  199S. 

Mrs  Blood  had  asked  doc- 


tors to  take  sperm  from  her 
husband  as  he  lay  dying.  But 
the  HFEA  told  her  she  could 
not  use  it  because  he  had  not 
given  bis  written  consent 
She  re-mortgaged  her  house 
and  took  the  authority  to  the 
High  Court,  where  she  lost. 
But  she  launched  a public  ap- 
peal for  flmds  which  rai^ 


more  than  £20,000,  and  took 
the  case  to  tbe  Court  of 
Appeal 

Tbe  Appeal  Court  con- 
firmed that  insemination  to 
Britain  would  be  unlawful, 
but  told  tile  authority  to 
reconsider  its  ban  on  taktog 
tbe  sperm  abroad  in  the  light 
of  European  Itoton  law.  This 
gives  reskHaats  of  member 
states  tbe  ri^  to  travel  to 
other  member  states  for  medi- 
cal treatment. 

. The  Judges  ruled  that  tak- 
ing sperm  and  storing  it  vtith- 
out  the  man’s  consent  was  Il- 
legal. Therefore,  as  this 
meant  tbe  Blood  case  was 
unique  and  could  not  set  a 
precedent,  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  Justity  the  e;q>ort  ban 
on  public  pedley  grounds. 

The  HFEA  attached  a condi- 
tion to  its  consent.  It  stipu- 
lated tiaat  the  clinic  in  Shef- 
field where  the  sperm  is 
stored  must  satisty  itself  that 
the  Bnissds  clinic  win  con- 
sider the  welfrire  of  any  chiiH 
that  may  be  bom  as  a result 
of  the  treatment  before  agree- 
ing to  go  ahead. 

Ruth  Deech,  ebainnan  of 
the  HFEA.  said:  “This  is  the 
only  way  to  resolve  the  tragic 
situation  for  Mrs  Blood,  one 
Which,  will  not  arise  again .. . . 
It  has  never  been  our  wish  to 
upset  her  in  any  way.  but  I 
am  sure  she  understands 
there  were  very  importart 
principles  we  had  to  uphold." 

She  added:  “X  don’t  think  an 
apok^  is  called  ^ because 
our  view  of  UK  law  has  been 
upheld  by  the  courts.” 

Diane’s  fether,  Miehad  Mc- 
Mahon, said:  *T  am  absolutely 
delight^.  This  is  wonderfliL" 


RADIO  3 HAS  THE  TOP  SCORES  OF  THE  20TH  CENTURY 


souncEngthe 


FROM  NOW  UNTIL  THE  END  OF  THE  CENTURY,  RADIO  3 HIGHUGHTS  THE  COMPOSERS  WHO  REFLECT  THE  VITALfTY  AND 
RANGE  OF  20TH  CENTURY  MUSIC.  -SOUNDING  THE  CErmiRY-  CONTINUES  WITH  SIR  SIMON  RATTLE  CONDUCRNG 
A PROGRAMME  OF  STRAVINSKY  AND  HENZE  TODAY  AT  7.30PM.  LIVE  ON  RADIO  3 
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Sensation  coMection  goes  on  show 


Rachel  Whiteread . . . concrete  cast  of  IMnc  room  on  show 


Sarah  Lucas’s  work  Two  Fried  Eggs  and  a Kebab 


Jake  and  Binoa  Chaptinan,  whose  manneqniiis  with  gyjiitaHa  in  nnnsaal  places  will  go  on  show  at  the  academy 


blood . 


DanOtahrtBr 
Alts  CorreapondMit 


IT  HITS  the  news  every 
year  when  it  opens  its 
doors  to  bundredis  of  ama- 
teur artists,  affering  them 
the  diance  to  mchiblt  their 
work  one  of  the  most 
venerable  institatktns  cf  Brit- 
ish art 

But  tilts  autumn  the  Royal 
Academy  will  make  news  fixr 
very  different  reasons  when  ft 
-eicbibits  a shaik  in  fbnnalde- 
tayde;  a concrete  cast  of  a liv- 
ing room,  an  11-ft  high  por^ 
trait  Myra  Hindley,  a cast 
of  a head  made  of  the  artist'a 
blood,  and  a range  of  manne- 
quins with  genitalia  in  un- 
usual places.  Yes.  the  Royal 
Acade^  has  come  over  an 
modem. 

In  September, -the  academy 
will  host  Sensatiaa  — young 
British  artists  from  the  Saat- 
cbi  collection,  featming  be- 
tween 120  and  150  works. 
Among  those  exhibiting  will 
be  Damien  Hirst,  Rachel 
Whiteread,  the  . Chapman 
Brothers,  Gavin  Turk.  Gary 
Hume  and  Fiona  'Rae.'  AH' 
have  been  - collected  by 
Charles  Saatebi.  who  has  es- 
tabli^ed  hiTnadf 'a<i~the  lead- 
ing patron  of  the  the  YBAs  — 
the  Young  British  Artists. 

It  is  the  first  time  so  many 
works  from  Mr  Saatchi's  col- 
lection have  been  shown 
together,  and  the  first  time 
that  be  has  lent  wholes^e  to  a 
big  public  instltutioa. 

Announcing  the  exhibitiim, 
Norman  Rosenthal,  exhibi- 
tions secretary,  said:  “Sense- 
tion  will  bring  to  the  Royal 
Academy  this  very  large,  new 


shark,  a concrete  room  and  artist’s 
. . . welcome  to  the  Royal  Academy 


new  directions 


the  Royal  Academy. . . hoping  for  a money-spinner  to  reduce  im£Zm  debts 


aiiHtowTft  R ia  an  aigtropriate 
fttlp  for  tbia  grhihittnn  and  the 
Whole,  extiaoardlnaxy  cultiicre 
fiurf  eMsb  In  and  is 

nnpmmlleled  In  the  world 
to&^Tbis  is  thought-provok- ' 
ingaSwdiasswisatiionidart’; . 

Mr  'Rosentiial  also  raised 
the  possibility'  that  scmie  of' 
fbe.  artists  showing  in  Smisa- 
tionwcndd  become  Royal  Acar 
demicfams.  *T  htqw  some  of 
these  artists  ta-Oie  ftallness  of 
-time  win  become  members  of 
the  Royal  Academy."  . 

To  become  an  Academician, 
an  artist  most  be  nominated 


by  an  avigHng  member,  and 
seconded  by  five  others. 
There  are  only  90  Academi- 
riflTUi  at  any  time,  with 
membm  retiring  at  75. 

He  the*  chaOwi^Dg 

nature  of  some  of  fbe  work  to 
be  exhibited,  particularly 
Damien  mist's  ani- 

mals in  formaldehyde. 
I ‘^CnidUylbrartlsalegitimate 
' soZdect,"  he  said.  “Very  Izttie 
of  this  woik  is  as  bmtal  as 
modern'- . or  modem 
television. 

“Maybe  one  80-yeaisdd  will 
be  ofltoded,  but  you  can’t  gen- 


; eralise  aboat  80-year-olds.” 
Dlnos  Cbapman,  who  with 
I his  brofber,  Jake,  art 

j that  has  provoked  ccanznent 
I for  its  exjflicit  sexuality,  said: 
“I  don’t  see  why  there'  should 
be  a pEoUenL  It  win  be  a great 
show. 

i “If  you  think  about  it.  the 
I Natiicaal  Gallecy  is  fliU  ofbe- 

I haaiiingK  anti  tSpes  and  mnn- 
' sters.Ifsnotaaetrsutaect.it's 
just  given  the  veneer  of 
history. 

T^etgile  are  quite  happy  to 
^ in  firtmt  cf 'Hie  Bebmding 
Of  8t  John  The  Baptist  Gallei^ 


Sir  Philip  Dowson: 

, Bom:  1924  . 

Backgroond:  Oxbridge 
' Occnpation:  President  of 
Royal  Academy  since  1998 
BeCTf^tinn;  Sailing  and  the 
Garrick 

Style:  ASable  axisto 

JohnBellany: 

Bom:  1942 

Background:  Edinburgh 
College  of  Art  and  Royal 
Coll^of  Art 
Occupation:  Painter  and 
visiting  lecturer 
Secreatiom  Climbing  and 
the  Chelsea  Arts  Club 
Style:  The  ragged  artist 

Jennifer  Durrant: 

Bom:  1942 

Background:  Brighton  Cot 
1^  of  Art  and  the  Slade 
Ocenpation:  Painter  and 
lecturer 

Recreation:  Opera,  archae- 
ology, the  arts  and  nature 
Style:  The  lyrical  artist 


les  should  have  ««trenie  things 
iiitbem.” 

The  embracing  cf  the  new  by 
the  Royal  Academy  and  the  al- 
liance with  Mr  Saatchi  is  not 
unprecedenlBd.  The  academy’s 
American  Art  in  the  20th  Cw- 
tury  gghibitiQn  featured  mod- 
em art  that  foresaw  much  of 
the  work  being  executed  by  the 
YBAs;  that  ei^bttlon  was  also 
mounted  in  assoeiatiaa  ndtii 
the  Saatchi  Gallery. 

The  decision  to  stage  Sensa- 
tion may  be  motivated  not  (Xily 
by  aesthetic  ccmslderatiCHis  but 
also  by  the  acadmny’s  financial 


Damien  Hirst 
Bom;  1965 

Background:  Graduate  of 
Goldsmith’S  College 
Occupation:  Conceptual 
artist 

Recreations:  Pickling  and 
Groncho's 

Style:  In-yonr-fece  aes- 
thetic terrorist 

Rachel  Whiteread 
Bom:  1963 

Background:  Slade  School 
of  Art 

Occupation:  Conceptual 
artist 

Recreations:  Pouring 
concrete 

Style:  Studious 

MarcQcdnn: 

Bom:  1964 

Background:  Cambridge 
Occupation:  Conceptual 
artist 

Recreations;  Blood  and  guts 
Style:  Ukes  getting  his 
hands  dhrty 


sitnatioa.  Last  year  it  can  at  a 
deficit  of  £715,000,  and  the 
aftarigmy  has  debts  totalling 
more  ♦ban  £2  mUlion.  ihe 
Royal  Academy  is  one  of  fbe 
few  ^ galleries  fo  receive  no 
public  sobsi^. 

Smsation  is  expected  to  at- 
tract UP  to  200,^  visitors, 
probably  paying  more  than  £5 
ea^  But  almost  as  much  reve- 
nue Is  generated  by  merchan- 
dising as  by  witry  charges,  and 
the  academy  is  already  eqdor- 
Ing  the  range  cf  merchandis- 
iog  it  could  market  to  accom- 
pany the  show. 


MPs  shocked  by  unlicensed  medicine  for  children 


Tests  rare  and  doses  guessed  at 
but  problem  has  no  easy  answer 


Dawfd  BrindiA,  Social  ' 
Sarvicos  Conwapbnclnt 


An  all-party  committee 
of  MPs  yesterday  ex- 
pressed astohishment 
that  many  medicines  pre^ 
scribed  for  children  have  not 
been  lieensed  for. such  use, 
with  some  unapproved  for 
humans. 

The  Commons,  health  select 
committee- said  it  had  been 
'deeply  eoneecned  - to' leam 
that  drugs,  wece.iurely  tested 
and  licensed  for  use  by  chil- 
dren because  of  practi^  and 


ethical -problems  in  such 
tests.  “Indeed,  we  were  aston- 
jjhed'fo  discover  that  tbfe  sit- 
uation existed  and  m inu^ 
Ine  most  menbers  of  the 
public  would  share  our  reac- 
■tioQ,"  the  coounittee  said  la  a 
tmanxmous  report- 
”K  is  surdy  wrong  tiiait^- 
I niciaiis  deali^  with  childten 
should  he  put  in.  the  position, 

I as  they  now  feeqnetiliy  ar^  tiT 
I having  to  guess  what  an  ap- 
propriate doss^  or  route  of 
administcatUm  ml^  be.’’ 
Doctors  .are  free,  to  pre- 
scribe unl.leensed  drugs, 
they  cannot  be  ,mai> 


keted  by  manufacturers. 
While  most  medicines  given 
adults  are  licensed,  many 
givtei  chUdren  are  noL 

A few  oommcxdy-used  chil- 
dren’s medicines  have  no 
licence  at  ah,  Including  vita- 
min E,  which  is  given  to  most 
babies  at  birth,  and  anti- 
asthma  theophyllines  which 
are  often  given  to  loesnature 
babies  to  stimulate  breathing. 
. The  Medicines  Control 
Agency,  the  licaising  author- 
ity, tcU  the  committee  feere 
was  no  evidence  of  children 
coming  to  harm  ste  a result  of 
haing  gfaqn  of  Unli- 

censed drugs.  However,  the 
MPs  are  calling  for  action  to 
endtheiaractice. 

Audrey  Wise,  a member  of 
the  committee  and  Labour 


MP  for  Preston,  said:  “We 
don’t  want  to  cause  a panic 
among  parents,  but  it  is  nev- 
ertheless shocking  that  there 
is  this  guesstimate  attitude 
that  we  wouldn’t  stand  for 
with  ^ults.” 

Most  other  European 
.countries  also  fell  to  license 
children’s  medicines  sepa- 
rate. Cathy  ^cton,  msoag- 
i:^  editor  of  the  and 
lharapeuties  BuUetio,  said 
: the  problems  Involved  in 
; using  children  to  test  drugs 
I were  considerable!. 

I ’Ttis  difficult  to  recruit  ehil- 
I dren  and  the  ethics  of  doing  it 
' could  be  explotive.  I don’t 
think  there  is  an  easy 
answer,”  MS  Plcton  said. 

A spokesman  for  the  De- 
partment oTHealth  said  it  was 


hoped  that  the  London-based 
European  Medicines  Evalua- 
tion Agency  would  shoitiy 
produce  Europe-wide  guide- 
lines on  the  H ranging  d ctul- 
dren’s  drugs. 

The  MPs  call  for  action 
came  in  the  firet  two  reports 
published  by  the  committee 
as  part  of  an  inquiry  Into  chii- 
drea's  health.  Standards  are 
generally  improving,  the 
reports  say,  but  areas  of  con- 
tinuing concern  include 
rianths  and  injuries  In  traffic 
accidents,  incidence  of  infec- 
tious and  respiratory  diseases 
— notably  asthma  — and 
mental  health  problems. 

Half  the  country  is  said  to 
lack  full  community  chil- 
dren’s nursing  services, 
called  for  in  1976,  and  there 


are  stni  shortages  of  special- 
ist children’s  nurses  — short- 
ages first  identified  in  1959. 

Marion  Roe,  tiie  commit- 
tee’s Conservative  chairman, 
said  only  one  in  33  nurses  had 
a qualification  in  the  care  of 
children  and  about  a quarter 
of  those  were  working  in 
other  “This  is  aw^«* 
indication  how  the  specific 
needs  of  diildren  have  been 
accorded  too  low  a priority  in 
ttaeNHS.” 

The  committee  is  calling  for 
school  health  services  to  be 
boosted  and  for  an  end  to  con- 
fusion over  who  — school 
nurses,  teachers  or  parente  — 
should  be  responsible  at 
school  for  “hands-on”  care  of 
children  with  cUnical  health 
needs. 


MwissiiMiriiw/ 


‘I  shoBld  he 
renhigtlie 
govermneit, 
Shamir 
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4 BRITAIN 


THE  CONTENDERS 

Conservative  ministers  and  MPs 
maintain  in  pubiic  that  they  can 
stili  win  the  forthcoming  election. 
In  private,  the  fevered  debate  is 
different:  who  will  replace  John 
Major  should  defeat  become 
disaster?  Guardian  writers  are 
profiling  those  with  their  eyes  on  a 
coveted  job  — leader  of  Her 
Majesty’s  Opposition. 

The  series  continues  today  with 
Michael  Portillo,  written  by 
Jonathan  Steele 


A slow 
starter 
making 
up  for 
lost  time 


Michael  Portillo . . . Landed  with  Cabinet  hatchet  jobs,  he  di5C0v«-ed  the  party  conference  as  an  arena  in  which  to  shine 


By  most  accounts, 
Michael  PortlUo’s 
urge  to  lead  the 
Conservative  Party 
is  one  of  the  few 
certainties  in  British  politics, 
long  pre-dating  the  moment 
when  Margaret  Thatcher 
anointed  him  ta  a subtly 
tipsy  speech  at  his  40th  birth- 
day pjirty  In  May  1993.  “We 
brought  you  up,  we  expect 
great  things  of  you.  you  win 
not  disappoint  us."  she  told 
the  crowd  of  c^ebrlties. 

Yet  Portillo  himself  says  he 
was  a politicaj  late  developer. 
He  was  not  one  of  those  boys 
(like  Stephen  DorrelL  for  ex- 
ample) who  decided  in  pri- 
mary school  that  they  waxited 
a parliamentary  career. 

‘Tf  you  have  an  image  In 
your  mind  that  there  was 
some  grand  plan  and  a burn- 
ing ambiUon  it’s  a long  way 
from  the  truth, ’’  be  insists. 

As  evidence  he  cites  several 
thcts,  not  least  ^ lack  of  in- 
terest In  student  politics 
while  at  Peterbouse,  Cam- 
bridge. in  the  early  1970s.  A 
decade  earlier,  Eenneth 
Clarke  and  Michael  Howard 
bad  been  stalwarts  of  the 


Cambridge  Unian  and  the 
Conservative  Association. 
FortOlo  had  litOe  time  for 
either  institution. 

As  we  talked,  the  Defence 
NGnister  was  piloting  his  car 
through  the  back  streets  of 
Ncnth  L(Hidon  <m  his  Friday 
visit  to  his  lgnnp1d/.<iniithgat*» 
constituent.  In  his  first  gov- 
ernment job,  as  transport 
minister,  he  tried  to  der^- 
late  London  taxis  and  bring 
in  compeUticHi  even  If  the 
new  drivers  did  not  have  the 
“knondedge”.  Mrs  Thatcher 
slapped  the  idea  down. 

Portillo  appears  to  have 
mastered  the  knowlec^  him- 
self. tnmhly  diverting  down 
side  roads  whenever  he  saw  a 
jam  ahead,  he  developed  the 
case  that  he  was  a perfectly 
normal,  even  ordinary  bloke. 

It  was  the  day  after  news 
broke  that  the  Tories  wanted 
more  teenagers  in  the  cadet 
forces,  and  Portillo  was  anx- 
ious to  explain  why  he  had 
ducked  them  as  a schoolboy. 
**My  brother  had  been  a 
Scout  and  I joined  his  troop.  E 
don't  remember  thinking 
about  it  very  much. 

“It  is  absolutely  not  right 


that  I was  a conscientious  ob- 
jector. I was  always  quite  in- 
terested in  matters  military 
and  military  history-" 

Portillo  is  rare  among  Cabi- 
net ministers  in  having  had  a 
blcqsraphy  written  about  hfm 
already.  While  be  concedes 
that  Michael  Gove's  book  is 
basically  friendly,  he  claims 
only  to  have  read  the  Grst  100 
•pa^  and  found  several  inac^ 
curacies,  not  least  the  tale  of 
pla^;round  pacifism. 

The  boy  who  preferred  the 
Scouts  to  the  cadets  went  on 
to  Cambridge.  Hadn't  he  got  a 
First?  “Yes,  hut  1 wasn't  a 
particularly  good  student"  So 
much  so  that  when  he  con- 
sulted his  rigbtwing  tutor, 
Maurice  Cowling,  about 
careers,  the  tutor  was  "im- 
mensely relieved’’  that  he  did 
not  want  to  become  an 
academic. 

He  had  only  the  vaguest 
idea  of  what  to  do  after  gi^u- 
ating,  except  that  he  wanted 
“nu^ion  and  excitement”.  He 
took  a job  in  business  but 
quickly  got  bored  and  de- 
pressed. With  Cowling’s  help 
he  was  recommended  for  a po- 
sition in  the  Conservative 


Party’s  research  department 
under  Chris  Fatten. 

The  department  is  a well 
known  launchpad  for  tinding 
a seat,  but  PortiUo  describes 
himself  as  a naive  newcomer 
who  did  not  realise  his  col- 
leagues' silence  on  their  par- 
liamentary ambitions  was  a 
"delicious  tiction’’.  He  him- 
self was  not  on  the  lookout  for 


‘If  you 
imagine 
a burning 
ambition 
it”9along 
way  from 
the  truth* 


a byelectiou  vacancy.  When 
the  Tories  won  the  1979  elec- 
tion he  became  an  adviser  in 
the  Treasi^  but  left  after  two 
years  to  join  an  oil  company. 

He  was  asked  in  1982  if  he 
wanted  to  go  on  the  Conserva- 
tive candidates’  list  "The  ap- 
plication form  sat  on  my  table 
for  weeks  before  I could  bring 


myself  to  fin  it  in.”  He  fought 
and  lost  the  1983  election  in  a 
seat  which  was  Labour  (“even 
more  so  by  the  time  Fd  fin- 
ished with  it”). 

Tliis  begun^  modesty  and 
fumbling  changpd  when  the 
IRA  bomb^  the  Grand  Hotel 
in  Breton  during  the  is84 
party  conference.  The  blast 
killed  Sir  Anthony  Berry,  En- 
■field's  MP,  awri  the  young  Por- 
Ifflo,  in  those  days  more  bash- 
fill  than  brash,  was  selected 
over  roi^hly  200  contaoders. 

Parliament  was  the  cata- 
lyst EQs  rise  was  as  r^id  as 
the  surge  in  his  ambition.  He 
was  a whip  after  two  years 
and  a junior  minister  at 
social  services  after  three.  He 
volunteered  to  defend  the  poll 
tax  in  1990,  taking  on  the 
strug^e  as  an  envirooment 
minister  in  May.  His  support 
for  this  Thatcher  baby  when 
Cabinet  ministers  were  back- 
ing was  repeated  in  the 
leadership  election  which  top- 
pled her  later  that  year. 

When  John  Major  sur- 
prised everyone  by  winnii^ 
the  1992  election,  Portillo  was 
almost  bound  ^ promotion 
to  the  Cabinet  as  the  iparfing 


The  Guawflun  Mday  February  28 1997. 

Bat  Portillo  goae  further, 
the  social  chapter  is 

a socialist  measure 
Conservative  eoueagaes  in 
hir  constituency  say  bte  ^In 
'foult  1$  an  huibUity  to  listen 
and  engage  in  a genuine  es- 
of  noft-poUtieal  views. 
Fbr  a of  obvions  mental 
quickness  he  shows  minimal 
totdleetual  curlo&Ity  about 
subjects  beyond  his  depart- 
mental hrie&: 

Even  on  ministerial  issues 
he  seems  rductant  to  get  evi- 
dence which  might  challenge 
his  assumptions.  Visiting  a 
sui  cadet  group  in  the  Wbral, 
he  preferred  charming  small 
^^ne  rathtf  to  quiz,  the 
instructors  on  what  they 
tfaoo^t  of  his  plans  to  expand 
the  cadets. 

. He  hardly  ever  goes  to  the 
theatre,  has  no  time  for  news- 
papers. and  prefers  novels  to 
ooi'flcfiQn-  ^ wife,  Carolyn, 
is  a pztdl^ioQal  head-hunter. 
They  have  no  children  and 
^>end  their  hididays  at  open 
festivals  or  their  fkvourlte 
hotti  in  the  foothills  of  the 
Atias  in  Morocco. 

Coyly.  Portillo  refuses  to  say 
who  his  friends  in  the  Cabi- 
net are.  though  he . Is  defen- 
sive about  his  long-time 
chum,  the  disgraced  former 
minister  Mefi  Hamilton. 

PortiUo  enjoys  poUtical  ar- 
gumwot  and  clearly  gets  an 
rush  from  address- 
ing pubUc  meetings  and  see- 
ing strangers  Qush  with  rec- 
ognition on  his  high  street 
walkabouts; 


ThatlEdierite  and  rightwing 
Euro-sceptic  among  the  up- 
and-comers. 

But  Major  kept  him  at  arms 
length  by  awarding  him  the 
most  unglamorous  hatchet 
jobs.  As  C3iitf  Secr^aiy  to  the 
Treasury  be  was  the  C^inef  s 
budget  Cutter  before  moving 
to  the  grey  wastes  of  the  De- 
partment of  BmplosnnenL 

He  had  to  find  a different 
arena  in  which  to  shine.  He 
discovered  the  party  confer- 
ence. Every  October  he  skffl- 
fhUy  used  it  to  gain  attention 
from  enraptured  loyalist^  as 
well  as  the  media,  with  a ca- 
cophony of  punchy  and  popu- 
list soundbites,  bashii^  Brus- 
sels, waving  the  flag  and 
chai^ng  t«bour  with  being 
nnrdiably  soft  on  defence. 

The  bombastic  and  lurid 
choices  of  phrase  sit  oddly  on 
a man  who  comes  across, 
even  to  his  political  oppo- 
nents. as  elaborately  courted 
OUS  in  informal  settings  flnri 
retrained  to  the  point  of 
seeming  stff  Watch  him  tour 
a scho^  for  children  with 
laarning  dlsahilit^af  in  hiS 

constituency  or  visit  a British 
Aerospace  plant  in  Lanca- 1 


shire  and  you  see  a XDW  who 

Ungers  over  his  .conversa- 
tions- He  diakes  bands  at  the 
end  and  not  just  at  the 
beginning.  . ^ . 

Much  has  been  znade  hi$ 
Spanish  bad^tind,  as.  If  he 
felt  he  had  to  beceme  moire 
British  than  the  British.  But 
this  amateur  psydio-analysis 
explains  litUe.  Portillo  is 
proud  of  his  republican 
fether.  who  came  here  In  1939, 
anrt  proud  of  his  feAhtf’s 
adc9txve  country  for  being  so 
mud  more  denocratic  and 
liberal  than  Faadat  Spain.- 

As  a gifted  linguist*  he  is  a 
bettnr.  nnopean  than  anyme 
else  in  the  Cabinet  He  dm  an 

0 level  in  Russian  and.  via 
his  fluent  Spanish,  unde^ 
stands  Fren^ ' Ita£to  and 
Portuguese  as  long  as . they 
are  not  being  spokoi  too 
coDoquially.- 

"1  bad  great  flm  triwn  I 
went  to  Russia  recently.  It 
was  amaxing  how  a lot  Of  it 
ratnft  back,  SO  that  although’  I 
certainly  needed  the  txamlar 
tion.  I found  increasingly  that 

1 knew  what  had  been  said  be- 

fore I got  the  translation. 
Which  is  great  because  Pri- 
makov [the  Russian  Foreign 
ivunisterj  is  to-you 

and  your  fece  is  rracUng  as 
he  speaks.  It  maka  a real  dif- 
ference to 

Educated  at  Harrow  County 
grammar  aphnni,  Portillo  Is  a 
classic  member  of  tiie  Tbat- 
cherite  meritocracy  which 
forms  at  least  half  the  Tory 
party  in  Faiiiament 

His  views  on  the  aristoc- 
racy emerge  in  a backhanded, 
almost  sneoing  way.  Ridicul- 
ing Tony  Blair's  plans  fbr 
reforming  the  second  cham- 
ber, ^ asked  an  audience 
near  Preston  whether  it  was 
really  a step  forward  to  have 
a “House  (tf  Lords  made  UP  of 
people  chosen  by  Tony  Blair 
rather  than  one  descended 
from  the  bastard  childrai  of 
Charles  IT. 

The  wit  passed  over  the 
grey-haired'  ranks  of  Toty 
suburbanites,  fhouifo  they 
chortled  at  his  more  obvious 
dig  at  an  elderly  backbench 
li^t  of  die  shiias  who  was 
tilled  to  get  a note  inviti^ 
him  for  arBBC  interview  with 
a fee  of  £25.  “He  wrote  hack 
fhanWng  the  BBC  for  the 
chance  to  aKiear.  and  said  T 
enclose  my  cheque  for  £25.” 
Portillo  is  wen  aware  toat 
his  party  colleagues  some- 
times look  down  on  his  Span- 
iab  origins.  He  sees  regular 
references  iii  the  media  to  his 
“Spanish  Ups”  ami  says  toe 
Guardian  is  one  of  the  worst 
offeoders.  “What  amuses  me 
is  toe  hypocrisy-  It’s  perfectly 
an  right  to  write  ‘swartiiy 
looks’  or  “Castilian  back- 
ground’, but  if  you  wrote 
about  a blac±  politician  that 
they  had  such  and  such  a 
physical  feature  or  such  and 
such  a background,  there 
would  be  an  outcry.” 

He  riaimig  nOt  tO . mind 
murii.  .would  rather  we 
lived  in  world  where  people 
were  relaxed  about  these 
things.  I don't  think  it  does 
me  great  harm.  We  shouldn’t 
be  too  prissy  about  the  names 
we  can  each  other.” 

He  voted  to  stay  in  ihe  Com- 
mon Market  in  the  1975  and 
says  he  cannot  contemplate 
leaving  the  European  Union 
now.  H there  is  something  a 
little  weird  about  his  stance 
(m  Europe,  it  is  not  xenopho- 
bia as  often  charged  but  a 
kind  of  ideological  paranoia. 

lake  every  Cabinet  minis- 
ter, be  argues  toe  (dficial  line 
that  the  Enrope  of  the  social 
chapter  Is  over-regulated  and 
priiting  itself  out  of  woric  in 
the  free  of  ^bal  (xnnpetition 
from  lower-cost  produceiu. 


He.eleMUly 

gtetsan 

adrenalin 

rush  when 

strangers 

raeognise 

him 


When  he  irritated  service 
dhiefe  by 'using  toe  BAS  motto 
“Who  Dai:es  Wins"  in  a party 
conference  speech,  be  rdiised 
to  retract  He  brushes  aside 
criticism  of  the  way  he  an- 
nounced that  toe  Government 
muld  finance  a new  royal 
yacht,  a decision  which  be 
gleefully  said  had  wrong- 
footed-Labour. 

Cbanenged  on  reports  that 
the  Queen  did  not  like  party 
polities  being  played,  he 
snapped:  ’Thoe  are  lots  of 
people  rushing  forward  to  give 
todr  views  of  what  toe  royal 
faiYtffy  thinks,  and  1 will  not 
.. . . rm  not  going  to  get  into  it. 
It  l»’t  a oonstitutionm  issue." 

Jctfm.Bffen,  the  then  ener- 
gy qyokesman  for  whom  Por- 
tillo worked  in  the  research 
departmait,  found  him  '“ur- 
bane, cultured,  and  not  a sa- 
loon bar  Tory”.  “But  I’ve 
never  heard  him  give  a party 
conference  speech  which  dig- 
nified the  subject  He.shows.  a . 
surprising  d^ree  of  cackhan- 
dedness,  like  his  announce- 
ment on  toe  royal  yacht." 

A pro-European  Tory  back- 
bencher dafms  that.  Portillo 
has  not  yet  made  up  the 
ground  he  lost  because  of  his 
failure  to  challenge  John 
Major  in  the  leadership  vote 
two  years  ago.  A fijerce  Euro- 
sceptic  sees  him  as  “more  am- 
bitious tbau  committed”,  and 
less  of  a convi(tfion  politician 
than  he  seems. 

PortiUo  does  not  appear  to 
mincL  He  has  shown  consider- 
able skill  at  being  seen  as  a 
rightwinger  and  a centrist  si- 
multaneously. Above  all.  he 
tries  to  avoid  labds.  Asted  if 
he  was  a One-Nation  Tory,  he 
flashed  bade  “I'm  a one-party 
Conserrotive." 


Charies  makes 
plea  after 
visiting  slums 

Kamal  Ahmed  with  prince  in  Dhaka 


They  tried  to  sweep  the 
dust  from  the  streets 
and  spray  away  the  mil- 
lions of  flies  that  live  on  the 
detritus  of  poverty  but  yester- 
day the  Prince  of  Wales,  seek- 
ing to  revitalise  bis  image  as 
a thoughtful  ambassador,  vis- 
ited some  of  the  worst  slums 
the  world  bias  to  oETer. 

The  prince  urged  govern- 
ments. businesses  and  chari- 
ties to  work  tc^tber  to  allevi- 
ate poverty,  after  being 
shown  around  toe  sprawling 
Tikkapara  shanty  town  on 
the  outskirts  (tf  Dhaka.  Ban- 
gladesh. Royal  observers  said 
toe  prince,  on  the  penulti- 
mate day  of  his  tour  to  the 
Middle  East  aad  Asia,  ap- 
peared to  be  making  a special 
effort  to  get  his  message 
across. 

In  the  past  two  days  he  bag 
spoken  to  the  press  twice,  in 
contrast  to  last  ye^s  visit  to 
Central  Asia  when  the  me^ 
was  ignored. 

During  his  visit  the  prince 
said  he  now  realised  the 
"enormous  problem  and  huge 
challenges"  the  people  of 
Dbakafeced. 

The  poverty  of  the  125,000 
Tikkapara  inhabitants 
crammed  six  to  a room  could 
not  be  mjsse(L  “Economic  de- 
velopment can  so  easily  leave 
behind  vast  and  important 
groups  in  our  sotnety  produc- 
ing gaps  in  prosperity  which 
will  be  unsustainable  in  the 
long  term,”  the  prince  said, 
"Biulness  cannot  flourish  in- 
definitely in  a sea  of  poverty. 
It  is  In  businesses'  own  inter- 
ests to  work  responsibly  for 
the  economic  and  social  Im- 


provement of  the  society  it 
serves.” 

The  prince,  who  became 
patron  of  the  charity  Action 
Aid  last  May,  one  of  the 
world’s  most  influential  de- 
velopment charities,  was 
shown  around  pnyects  in- 
cluding a cheap  loan  scheme 
which  allows  people  to  build 
clean  water  pumps  and  buy 
rickshaws  for  their 
businesses. 

“I  have  seen  this  morning 
how  enomious  tba  stride 
these  people  have  with  the 
most  basic  elements  (tf  day  to 
day  survivaL”  be  said. 

“I  could  not  admire  more 
the  work  of  Actiou  Aid  stalT 
who  are  operating  In  these 
areas." 

TUckapara  grew  up  over  the 
past  decade  after  the  Bangla- 
deshi government  built  an 
embantanent  to  stop  flocid 
waters  entering  the  city, 
lliousaiads  of  wicker  shacte 
cling  to  the  sides  of  the 
overlooking  the  remains  (tf 
paddy  fields  which  the  shanty 
town  replace(L 

The  prince  met  people  who 
had  benefited  from  the  small 
loan  scheme. 

'The  poor  are  bankable," 
said  Ton  van  Zutpheo,  Ban- 
gladesh Action  Aid  dire^r. 

“Most  of  the  p(xir  pay  buk 
their  loans.  Most  ri(fo  people 
do  not” 

At  a meetii^  of  a female 
shomiti  (community  group, 
the  prince  asked  what  contra- 
(MptiQU  advice  toey  received. 
A rapidly  increasing  popula- 
tion is  one  of  the  main  prob- 
lems feeing  Dhaka,  which 
will  have  doubled  in  size-to  20 


The  Prince  of  Wales  tours  a Dhaka  slum  in  Ranginaiwe>i 
and  looks  at  A(tfion  Aid  projects  morocmAPH-  pavel  rahman 


million  Inhabitants  by  2015. 
One  woman,  with  six  chil- 
dren, said:  “It  is  too  late  for 
me.  The  messs^  Should  be 
sent  to  younger  women  that 
they  should  have  less 
children.'' 

The  prince  praised  the 
work  with  women  given  the 
loans  because  they  are  less  in- 
volved in  crime,  including 
drug  dealing. 

“It  Is  remarkable  what  they 
have  been  able  to  do,”  he 

Earlier  in  the  day  the 
prince  had  raised  the  contra- 
ception issue  witii  the  prime 


minister  of  Bangladesh, 

Sheikh  Hasina 

After  Tikkapara,  the  prince 
flew  by  private  jet  to  Sylh^ 
where  most  of  toe  350,000 
Bang^eshi  compiunity  in 
Britain  come  from,  and  again 
praised  the  “enormous  contri- 
bution’’ Ban^adeshis  had 
made  to  Britain. 

He  also  opened  the  first 
British  Telettom-funded  stel- 
lite link  with  Britain,  which 
means  that  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  calls  between  Britain 
and  Sylhet  no  longer  have  to 
be  diverted  through  Dhaka. 


Echo  of  Enoch  Powell  embairaeses  Conservative  council 

Tory 
to  be 
expelled 
over 
racist 
outburst 


Stuart  MBlar 


A RIGHTWING  Tory 
coimciUor  will  today 
be  expelled  from  his 
Conservative  group  after 
waming  there  would  be 
“blood  on  the  beaches"  of 
Clacton  if  Aaian  people 
were  encouraged  to  visit 
the  Essex  town. 

Almost  30  years  after 
Emxto  Powell  was  sarised 
from  Ted  Heath’s  shadow 
cabinet  over  his  “rivers  of  | 
blood”  tirade  agafrist  inxmi- 
gration,  *rories  on  Tendril^ 
council  will  remove  the 
whip  from  Philip  Vanner 
fbr  his  outburst  as  council- 
lors debated  plane  to  ptzint 
tourism  brochures  In  Aslan 
languages  to  attract  day 
trippers  from  east  London. 

He  told  the  meeting:  “X 
most  emphasise  the  unde- 
sirability of  encouraglug 
non-English  speaking  mem- 
bers of  (nzr  ethnic  minors 
itles  through  provision  of  I 
muUi-Ungual  tourism 
literature." 

His  comments  caused  u{H 
roar  in  the  council  cham- 
ber but  he  was  Just  getting 
warmed  up.  **Cra  the  emer- 


Rightwing Tendring  councillor  Philip  Vanner  confronts  leftwingers  photograph  mckv  lewin 


gence  of  contaginna  rtlo- 

eases  in  the  ^ hitherto 
mostly  confined  to  third 
world  countries,  be 
to  Immigrants  . . at 
which  point  he  was  (mt 
short  by  conzteU  (di^rman, 
BiUMixter. 

Yesterday,  Mr  Vanner, 
aged  63,  remained  unrepen- 
tant, claiming  he  was  being 
expelled  only  beause  of 
Tory  group  leader  Win 


Shelton’s  personal  animos- 
ity towards  him.  “1  have 
made  no  remarks  X regard 
as  ra(3St,  or  t^t  anyone  In 
their  right  mind  would 
regard  as  radsL" 

He  insisted  his  opposition 
was  purely  praeticaL  “X 
have  no  objection  to  people 
from  ethnic  minorities 
coming  to  Clacton.  I object 
to  positively  encouraging 
them  to  come  maiwiy  be- 


cause of  the  cost  but  also 
because  we  get  laiite  fffoups 
of  thugs  here  in  the  sum- 
mer. Xf  we  have  a large 
number  of  ethnic  minority 
people  and  some  of  these 
people  torn  up  there’s  go- 
ing to  be  a bad  old  eonfron? 
tation.  and  we  don’t  need 
that”  He  also  reftis^  to 
apologise  for  suggesting 
Asians  carried  cuntagtoos 
diseases. 
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Vijay  left  a poem  telling  of  a week  of  suffering;  David  refused  to  go  to  school.  Both  were  found  hanging  from  banisters  at  their  homes 

The  despair  of  bullied  schoolboys 


Sarah  Bos«l«y 


4i  5 


Although  is-year- 

old  Vijay  Singh 
wrote  a “secret 
diary  of  deg»ir” 
aboot  being  bullied 
in  the  week  before  he 
himself,  tbe  question  of  why 
be  died  had  not  been 
answered,  the  South  Man- 
chester coroner  said  at  an  in- 
quest yesterday. 

The  boy,  described  as  intel- 
ligent, artScalatej  welirliked 
and  a brilljant  sportsman,  was 
found  by  his  mother  on  tbe  i 
stairs  with  a scarf  round  his 
neck  tied  to  the  banisters. 

Tom  Lewis,  the  Ihmily's 
decorator,  who  shared  Vijay’s 
love  of  fooUan,  told  the  in- 
quest the  boy  sometimes 
asked  him  to  walk  down  the 
street  with  him  in  case  he 
was  attacked. 

“He  didn’t  like  the  journey 
to  and  from  school  beranse  ^ 
was  picked  on.*'  he  Mid.  “His 
dothes  were  puBed  about  and 
he  was  once  pundied  on  the 
nose  outside  schooL  Most  of 
the  bullying  was  by  people 
firom  oQier  schools.  But  on 
one  occasion  he  had  been  bul- 
lied in  schooL 
“On  the  Friday  before  he 
died  I saw  him  running  home 
in  a ri^t  state.  Be  looked  as 
if  he  had  been  puUed  about 
He  was  going  like  a bat  out  o£ 
ben.” 

In  the  week  before  his 
death.  Vijay  had  written  his 
poem  as  part  of  a class  pro- 
ject It  ran: 

‘1  shall  remember  this  for 
eternity  and  I shan  never 
forget 

"Monday  — My  money  was 
taken;  Tuesday  — Names 
called:  Wednesday  — My  uni- 
form tom:  Thursday  — My 
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suffering  he  endured  before  his  death 


Bra  adman  joins 
‘dream’ team 


Qaiy  Yeunge 

For  Trevor  Beattie,  de- 
scribed as  “the  Alan 
Sh^u«r  of  British  ad- 
vertising", it  was  an  offer 
he  couldn't  refuse:  a chance 
to  combine  Bva  Herzigova's 
cleavage,  a lOOft-Iong  pair 
of  legs  in  Pretty  Polly  tights 
and  the  pouting  sensuality 
of  the  woman  in  the  Flake 
commercials. 

After  only  a few  weeks  on 
the  transfer  list,  the  man 
who  masterminded  the 
Wonderbra  ads  has  signed 
for  a new  team,  GOT, 
wliose  most  promineat  cU- 
mits  include  Cadbury's. 

*‘lt  Is  a dream  come 
tme,"  said  Beattie  yest^ 
day.  ‘Tve  admired  their 
woiiE  for  years.  There'll  be 
no  stopping  ns.  My  ambi- 
tion is  to  make  that  place 


destine  meetings  and  tam- 
ing down  ofihrs,  Beattie, 
ag^  38.  and  his  new  part- 
ners in  GGT  finally  p^ed 
the  ping  yesterday  on  the 
flood  of  mmonrs  that  had 
engolfod  adland. 

“When  a talent  BVg  Tre- 
vor comes  on  to  the  market 
you  dont  hang.abont  His 
proven  excellence  will  be 
invalnable,”  said  Jay-Fond 
Jones,  GGT^  ezecntive  ere- 
ative  director. 

Beattie,  a writer,  -will  be- 
come GO'Ts  creative  direc- 
tor aftarleavzzig  a reported 
£230,000  job  as  creative  di- 
rector of  TBWA  which  be  i 
had  held  since  1993. 

He  rMiosed  to  comment 
on  how  much  bis  new  job 
would  pay.  Money  'Sras  not 
the  motivating  factor”. 


MPs  attack  blunders  on 
£66m  order  for  Turkey 


DavMHwieke  

WcaftnfnsAar  ConeepoiKlecrt 

MPS  yesterday  criticised  a 
government  depmtment 
for  “serious  deficiencies"  in 
tbe  hanfiling  of  a £66  mfflinn 
project  to  re-equip  33  Turkish 
univei^ties. 

7^  Commons  public  ac-. 
counts  conunittM  was  ocm- 
cemed  that  the  Overseas  De- 
velopment Administration 
allowed  a Nottingham  tom- 
pany,  TecQuipment,  to  both 
manage  the  prefect  and  sup- 
ply its  own  goo^  for  orders 
worth  £5.8  million. 

The  report  comes  after  a 
Whitehall  investigation  into 
complaints  by  a group  of  busi- 
nessmen to  Alan  WlUlams, 
Labour  MP  for  Swansea  West, 
that  they  had  been  prevented 

from  bidding  for  tbe  woiic. 

In  the  report  the  ODA  is 
criticised  for  foiling  to  moni- 
tor prices  and  commissions 
chai^  by  British  compa- 
nies. Turkey  received  a 35  per 
cent  subsidy  trt»&  British  tax- 
payers to  buy  tbe  goods. 

The  MPs  were  also  con- 
cerned that  a Turkish  agent 
Sangvl  International,  made 
£6  million  in  acting  for  Tec- 
Quipment and  Id  represent- 
ing companies  bidding  for  foe 
work. 

The  report  examined  ali^a- 
tions  that  a cartel  involving 
16  companies,  induding  Fi- 
sons  and  a subsidiary  of  the 


privatised  utllUy.  South  West 
Water,  obtained  preferential 
treatment  by  paying  commis- 
sions to  the  procurement 
agent,  Ben  San^L 
Altbondi  the  MPs  did  not 
find  tbe  allegations  proved, 
they  say:  “We  r^ard  it  as 
most  luisaQsfoctory  that  by 
acting  both  for  tbe  tompany 
managing  foe  prefect  as  wdl 
as  for  those  bidding  to  supply 
agu^iment  Sangari  Interoa- 
tioaal  were  in  a position  to 
exercise  influence  in  fovour 
the  latter  group  of  clients.” 
Fisons  Scientific  Equuunent 
which  won  £10  m nu  nn  in 
orders,  also  provided  a QO  mQ- 
Uou  guarantee  to  enable  Tbo- 
QuiimieDt,  a small  NotHngtiam 
company,  to  supervise  the  pro- 
ject The  report  says  there  was 
dear^  a “coofilct  of  interest” 
and  ftWhou^  FisoD’s  did  not 
get  any  beneficial  treatment, 
the  ODA  abould  have  banned 
sndi  an  airangsment  it  criti- 
cises the  ODA’s  weak  supervi- 
sion procCMtures. 

Itie  ODA  yesterday  said  it 
already  had  in  place  pmeure- 
msnt  procedures  to  ensure 
value  for  money  and  prevent 
cmfuet  of  interests.  It  added 
foat  the  project  was  very 
successfoL 


Overseas  Devtiopment 
AcMnistialiOK  TUrtosh 
Universities  Equipment  PrqecL 
Twelfth  report  of  the  Committee 
of  PubHc  Accounts,  The 
Statkvieiy  Office,  £7 


A12-YEAR-OLD  boy 
who  claimed  he 
was  being  bullied 
at  school  and  was 
also  upset  at  the 
separation  of  his  parents  was 
found  suspended  from  the 
bannisters  by  bis  dressing- 
gown  cord,  an  Inquest  beard 
yesterday. 

David  Tuck  was  found 
hanged  after  be  had  refused 
to  go  to  St  Thomas  Rich’s 
Grammar  School,  in  Glouces- 
ter, on  the  second  day  back 
after  the  Christmas  holidays. 
His  body  was  discovered  b}' 
his  father.  Michael,  vice- 
chairman  of  Gloucester  FVxtt- 
ball  Club  and  owner  of  n 
chain  of  estate  agents. 

Mr  Tuck,  in  tears,  told  the 
inquest  his  son  had  always 
been  vulnerable  to  play- 
ground taunts.  “Ever  since  he 
started  at  that  school,  he  was 
exposed  to  bullying,  mainly 
verbal  abuse.  David  couldn't 
handle  it  very  well.  He  was  a 
bit  of  a loner  at  school." 

The  day  before  he  died, 
David  had  been  upset.  “He 
was  crsrlng  — obviously  In 
some  distress.  He  said  it  was 
bullying.  He  said  ‘I  can't 
handle  it  Dad'." 

Mr  Tuck  bad  telephoned 

Vljay*s  parents,  Jagtar  and  Nicky  Singh  who  pleaded  for  children  to  speak  ont  about  their  tronbles  photoohaph  mncegwues  ^ all 


Vijay  fongh:  13-year-old 
victtoi  of  school  bnlties 

body  pouring  with  blood;  Fri- 
day — It's  ended;  Saturday  — 
Freedom.’* 

It  was  on  a Saturday  foat  he 
took  his  life. 

IBs  mother,  Hardev  Singh, 
told  the  hearing  he  had  men- 
tioned “a  bit  of  trouble”  In  his 
first  year  at  Stretford  w«gh 
School  the  previous  year,  but 
that  he  had  “sorted  it  ont*'. 

Martin  DSlamere:  the  act- 
ing head,  said  there  was  ootb- 
ing  m suggest  Vqay  had  been 
the  subject  of  bullying  or  rac- 
ist taonts  at  Stretl^  High. 

John  Pollard,  the  coroner, 
said  there  was  evidence 

mmnr  tannfiti^  at  foe  SChOOl 

“of  the  sort  that  takes  place 
with  many  if  not  most  chil- 
dren In  most  schtols  at  some 
time”.  Recording  an  open  ver- ' 
diet,  he  said*  ‘la  my  view  we  I 
will  never  know  why  he  did  i 
what  he  did” 

But  Vljay's  mother  pleaded 
afterwards  for  children  to  teD 
their  parents  when  they  had 
troubles. 


-I* 
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night,  he  and  his  tw-o  other 
children,  aged  2U  and  18.  bad 
talked  o\'er  David’s  pnibloms 
with  him. 

At  the  end  of  the  evening, 
Mr  Tuck  said,  his  son  seemed 
much  calmer.  But  in  the 
morning  the  boy  told  him: 
'Tm  not  going  to  school. 
You’ll  have  to  sort  it  ouL"  Mr 
Tuck  had  to  go  to  work,  he 
I phoned  his  esirnng^  wife 
Sherrie  to  ask  her  to  come 
over,  but  she  u'as  not  free,  .so 
David  was  loft  at  home  alone. 

Mr  Tuck  said  he  phoned  the 
house  .several  times,  but 
I when  he  rang  ui  2.30,  there 
was  no  reply.  Concerned,  he 
' went  home,  amving  at  3.30  to 
find  the  boy  dead. 

Ian  Kellie,  head  teacher  at 
the  school,  said  he  could  find 
no  evidence  tlmt  Dtavid  or  any 
other  pupil  had  been  bullied. 
David's  mother  said  her  son 
had  been  very  uv^set  by  the 
separation.  He  had  wanted  to 
livv  with  his  father,  but  the 
couple  had  agreed  it  w:is  best 
for  him  to  stay  with  her. 

Recording  .an  open  verdict, 
the  coroner.  D;iv'id  GiUis.  said; 
“We  have  no  evidence  tluit 
David  intended  to  Lake  his  life. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  is  very 
difficult  to  say  whether  thLs 
was  .in  accident.  We  have  to 
accept  we  will  never  under- 
stand what  w.*is  going  on  in 
David’s  mind.  1 suspect  this 
was  a cry  for  help." 
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Swiss  to  compensate  Nazis’  victims 


Richard  Norton-Taylor 

reports  from  Berne  on  a 
multimillion  pound  fund  set  up 
as  the  country  confronts  its  past 


SWITZERLAND  wiU 
formally  agree 
tomorrow  to  set  up 
a multlmlilioa 
pound  fund  — de- 
scribed by  its  leading  bankers 
as  “a  moral  gesture”  — for 
victims  of  the  Holocflust 
Next  week,  an  independent 
committee  of  experts  will 
meet  in  what  Flavio  Cotti,  foe 
Swiss  foreign  minister,  de- 
scribes as  an  attempt  to  **re> 
assess  our  history”,  to  help 
the  Swiss  come  to  terms  with 
a past  most  of  them  have  hith- 
erto refused  to  confront 
The  committee,  under  Jean- 
Fr^icois  Bergier.  a Swws  his- 
torian, will  investigate  foe 
countiV’s  role  in  financing 


Hitler's  Germany  by  accept- 
ing gold  looted  by  the  Nazis 
from  the  centr^  hanlc*  of 
occupied  countries  or  melted 
down  from  the  personal  be- 
longinis  of  Jews.  He  will  also 
shed  light  on  the  turning  back 
of  thousands  of  Jews  at  the 
Swiss  frontier. 

Swiss  politicians,  officials 
and  bankers  have  admitted 
they  are  responding  belated 
to  outside  pressure,  notably 
from  foe  US  vdiere  newly 
released  archives  have 
poompted  hundreds  of- poten- 
tial law  suits  against  Swiss 
banks  on  behalf  of  Holocaust 
victinas. 

The  ftmd,  a small  part  of 
vdiicb  win  be  distributed  to 


Other  victims  of  Nazi  prosecu- 
tion including  Gypsies,  homo- 
sexuals and  dlMhled  people, 
will  be  administered  by  the 
Swiss  govemmeat  and  the 
World  Jewish  Restitution 
Organisation. 

Georg  Erayer,  president  of 
the  Swiss  Bmikers'  Associa- 
tion. acknowled^d  this  week 
that  the  decision  by  the  thm 
big  banks  — UBS,  Credit- 
Suisse,  and  the  Swiss  Bank- 
ing Corporation  — to  give 
£45  million  to  the  fund  was 
motivated  by  commmercial  as 
well  as  moral  considerations. 

He  said  it  was  a “gesture  of 
gratitude”  for  the  foct  that 
while  the  rest  foe  industri- 
alised world  had  faced  the  im- 
mense task  of  post-war  recon- 
struetion  “for  Swiss 
watchmakers  and  others  it 
was  a most  prosperous 
period”. 

That  prosperity  was  based 
on  Swiss  neutrality  atia  Ger- 
many exchanging  gold  for 
Swiss  francs. 


It  remains  for  fitun  dear 
how  much  kuted  Nazi  gold 
turned  up  in  Switzerland. 
Last  year's  Foreign  Office  fig- 
ures — which  showed  that 
looted  gold  worth  nearly 
£4  billion  at  today’s  prices 


Bank  *did  nothing 
wrong’  under 
international  law  in 
using  looted  gold 


was  deposited  in  Swiss  banks 
— are  now  trtdely  regatded  as 
exaggerated. 

Swiss  spokesmen  admit 
their  country  also  supplied 
weapons  to  Nazi  Germany  in 
return  for  coaL  lUs  week, 
Jean-Pierre  Roth,  the  vice- 
chairman  of  the  Swiss 
NaHotiai  Wawtc,  admitted  v>i* 
country  used  looted  Nazi  gold 
but  insisted  that  Switzerland 


had  done  nothing  wrong 
under  international  law:  Nazi 
loot  legally  belonged  to 
Cennany. 

Further  controversy  snr- 
rounds  the  issue  of  dormant 
accounts:  money  v valuables 
deposited  in  the  “safe  haven” 
of  Swiss  haniK  before  and 
during  the  war.  Jewish 
groups  say  there  axe  thou- 
sands belongiiig  to  thmilies  of 
Holocanst  victims  but  after 
investigating  7S0.  accoonts, 
Eanspeter  TfiinL  foe  Swiss 
banking  ombudsman,  has 
identified  just  three,  worth 
11,000  Swiss  francs  ££4330]. 

The  beleaguered  Swiss  gov- 
ernment has  given  another 
independent  committee, 
under  Paul  Vc^cker,  former 
fihai^an  ef  foe  US  Federal 
Reserve  Board,  access  to 
Swi^  bank  accoonts. 

The  Bergier  committee  is 
aien  to  investigate  Switzer- 
land’s refugee  policy  during 
the  war.  Swiss  officials 
refused  mitry  to  some  30,000 


asylum-seekers,  most  of  them 
Jews.  Swiss  guards  turned 
back  at  least  Z4,000  people  on 
the  Swiss-German  border. 

The  guards,  keen  to  distin- 
guish between  tourists  or 
businessmen  on  the  <uie  hand 
»ird  asylum-sixers  on  the 
other,  asked  foe  Germans  to 
chiTnp  passports  of  refu- 
gees- The  Swiss  readily  ac- 
e^ted  a German  sugg^tion 
that  they  should  be  marked 
with  the  letter  J.  bfimy  ot 
those  refused  entry  to  Swit- 
zerland later  died  In 
Auschwitz. 

Switzerland  is  divided.  The 
German-speaking  population 
is  agonising,  the  French- 
speakers  in  the  west  are  more 
relaxed,  about  foe  debate.  The 
old«»r  gmmration  is  resentful 
of  foe  relentless  attacks  fimn 
foe  US  Jewish  lobby,  while 
the  young  feel  it  Is  time  foe 
coimtr^s  history  came  out  of 
foe  shadows. 

In  a recent  poll  in  a Lau- 
sanne paper,  54  per  cent  of 


respondents  supported  the 

ftmd  so  long  as  it  was  paid  for 
by  5wte  baoks  and  industry; 
50.5  per  cent  said  the  govern- 
ment should  not  contribute. 
“History  has  caught  up 

with  us  at  a speed  imposed  by 


‘We  are  basically 
watchmakers.  We 
feel  we  have  been 
unfeirly  treated’' 


othars,”  said  Claude  Alter- 
matt,  a member  of  a ta^  fbrce- 
set  up  by  the  governmoit  to 
manage  foe  crisis.  ’’Switzer- 
land was  never  prepared  to  be 
at  the  centre  of  such  a 
confooversy." 

The  law  setting  up  the  fUnd 
anrt  opening  up  ac- 

counts took  five  months  to 
pam?.  a record  for  Switzer- 
land. “We  are  basically 


watchmakers."  said  Thomas 
Borer,  the  career  diplomat 
chosen  by  Mr  Cetti  to  head 
foe  tX  force.  *‘We  want  to 
know  foe  facts  precisely.  Un- 
fortunately  the  US  wants  a 
very  quick  sidutfoo.  We  foel 
we  have  been  unfairly 
treated." 

The  picture  emerging  of  the 
Swiss  Kcord  during  foe  war. 
say  (^Icldls,  is  not  black  or 
white  but  gr^.  As  Rolf  BLocb, 
presidrat  of  t^  Swiss  Federa- 
tion of  Jewish  Communities, 
put  it:  ’'The  Swiss  were 
M0ainat  foe  Nazls,  'Hils  did 
not  mean  Qiey  were  in  fovour 
of  foe  Jews." 

- Swiss  oEficisls  point  out 
that  foe  Allies  also  benefited 
from  Switzeriand's  role  as  a 
bastion  of  "econmnie  and  fi- 
naneiai  liberalism”,  sdling 
gold  In  return  for  much 
needed  foreign  exchange. 
They  say  that  foe  country  ac- 
cepted S35.0QO  refugees  during 
the  war  including  28,000 
Jews. 


Police  carry  a dnxnk  into  a soberin^-ap  station  in  Moscow.  Cntbacks  have  forced  many  sach  facilities  to  dose  despite  heavy  demand  »m  korotayev 


Geimans  urge  Europe 
to  rescue  Bulgaria 


ian  Tnwnor  in  Bonn 


ULGARIA  is  on  the 
brink  of  economic  di- 
saster, with  tens  of 
fHftnaowae  going  hungry,  pub- 
lic services  and  health  care 
destn^ed,  and  mass  poverty 
rampant  tiie  Gennan  foreign 
minister.  Claus  Clnkel, 
warned  yesterday. 

As  foe  caretaker  govern- 
ment in  Sofia  son^t  loans 
and  a debt-rescheduling  deal 
with  international  creditors 
— and  borrowed  1003)0  tons 
of  wheat  to  ameliorate  foe 
food  crisis  — > Mr  Kinkd  said 
western  Europe  should  come 
to  foe  rescue. 

*rihis  Is  foe  hour  of  Euro- 
pean solidarity,”  he  said.  “We 
have  to  help  Bulgaria  imme- 
diately in  its  emergency  sita- 
atiim.  Because  of  its  acute 
onergency,  Bulgaria  can  rely 
on  Germany  as  a reliable 
partner." 

The  Bulgarian  presldesit, 
Petar  Stoyanov,  visiting 
Poland  yesterday,  arranged  to 
borrow  foe  1003)0  tons ' of 
wheat  to  help  offret  a grain 
crisis  amid  reports  of  worsen- 
ing mass  hunger  in  Bulgaria's 
cities. 


Weeks  of  street  protests, 
triggered  by  widespread  pov- 
erty. a ccdlapeing  currency 
and  hyper-inflation,  brought 
down  tlte  government  of  for- 
mer communists  last 
A caretaker  administration, 
pledged  to  rapid  economic 
reforms,  is  in  power  pending 
elections  in  ApriL 

But  foe  urgency  of  Mr  Ein- 
k^’s  remarks  suggests  the 
country  could  impiiviA  before 
the  April  poll  unless  outside 

ramarftel  arHflm  te  ♦aWtr>.  . 

“Bulgaria  on  foe 

verge  of  -economic  catesixo- 
phe.  The  pictures  of  peqple 
queuing  for  bread  and  food 
are  shocking,”  he  said. 
“LXe  parts  of  the  popula- 
tion have  sunk  beneath  the 
poverty  thrpwhniH  Obtaining 
sufficient  basic  food  and 
other  supplies  is  no  longer 
possible  for  many  people 
without  outside  help." 

Hyper-inllatum  has  m:oded 
average  wages  to  around  £5  a 
month,  and  the  United 
Nations  estimates  that  ning 
oiit  of  IQ  Bulgirians  are  now 
Uvixig  bdow  foe  poverty  line. 

The  European  Unioo  has  al- 
located emngency  payments 
of  £15  nulUon  to  foe  poor,  pay- 
able from  next  week. 


In  danger  of  defkultii^  on 
its  $10  bn  (£6.1  bn)  foreign 
debt,  Bulgaria  yesterday 
sou^t  to  reschedule  $50  mil- 
lion of  debt  repayment  due 
this  year.  The  temporary 
prime  minister.  Stefhn  So- 
ilyanskL  wrote  to  the  Paris 
Club  of  government  creditors 
asking  for  foe  resdieduling 

The  inferim  government  is 
also  seeking  pnxnpt  agree- 
ment on  a new  standby  deal 
w^  the  International  Mone- 
tary Fund  to  release  funds  be- 
fore foe  April  poU.  The  IMF 
hae  indatart  qq  a commitment 
to  a programme  of  economic 
reforms  and  the  establish- 
ment of  a currency  board 
guaranteeing  that  the 
national  currency,  the  lev,  is 
pegged  to  the  country’s  hard 
currency  reserves. 

The  currency  board  cannot 
be  set  up  without  legislation 
— and  foat  cannot  be  pasX 
until  the  Bulgarian  parlia- 
ment reconvenes  after  the 
election  on  April  19.  But  the 
IMF  said  the  first  part  of  a 
new  loan  could  possibly  be 
released  before  the  election  If 
an  agreement  could  be 
reached  with  the  caretaker 
government. 


If  you  want  more 
you  can 

always  pay  less. 


Rebel  Albanians  free  the  air  waves 


A makeshift  studio  in  a two-room  flat  is 
VIore’s  alternative  to  state-run  television. 
Joanna  Robertson  tunes  in  to  Teleblu 
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Away  from  the  blasting 
horns  o£  the  motorcades 
and  the  bursts  of  victori- 
ous gunfire  that  punctuate 
the  dally  anti-government 
demonstrations  in  the  souUi- 
eni  port  of  Vlore.  Albania’s 
first  independent  television 
channel  broadcasts  its  pirate 
transmissions  from  a tiny, 
two-room  Cat 

Teleblu's  signal  is  beamed 
from  a rot^  of  a building  that 
was  in  foe  centre  of  foe  battle 
of  bullets  and  stones  between 
protestors  and  riot  police 
three  weeks  ago. 

**This  was  Jashar's  home, 
our  manager,  but  he’s  had  to 
move  out”  said  VasC  Que- 
sart  Telebia’5  director. 

The  pirate  station  broad- 


casts to  tbe  VlMe  area  every 
evening. 

Alban’s  single  television 
channel,  known  as  TV  Sbqip, 
rarely  shows  Vlore  on  its 
news.  When  it  does,  scenes 
are  shot  covertly  forongh  tiie 
windscreen  ofacar. 

Fbrcfrfod  wifo  biased  news 
reports  and  hours  of  Presi- 
dent Sail  Berisba  from  state- 
run  televlsloa,  and  having 
overtiirown  the  riot  p<dice 
and  local  government  foe 
rebd  town  of  Vlore  has  found 
its  own  solution  to  the  televi- 

sinn  pmhlim 

A makeshift  studio  has 
been  rigged  up  In  foe  flat 
with  a hand-painted  backdrop 
bearing  Telebln’s  logo:  a sfl- 
bouette  of  protestors  cUfflbing 


on  to  foe  town's  MeSsument  of 
tbe  Flag. 

There  Is  one  camera  and 
some  precariously  balanced 
U^ts.  A tow  of  portable  tele- 
visions wired  to  an  old  com- 
puter keyboard  have  been 
squeezed  into  the  second 
room. 

Mr  Qesari  looks  bemused. 
“None  of  us  has  ever  done 
tills  before,  now  we  have  one 
month’s  experience.”  The 
staff  of  ei^t  are  squashed  on 
to  tile  narrow  baloiny  smok- 
ing cigarettes. 

Tdeblu  uses  videos,  music 
and  pirated  sports  covera^  to 
entertain  the  citizens  of 
Vlore,  bat  Its  main  ftmetion  is 
news.  “TTie  people  of  Vlore 
want  to  change  tiielr  lives  and 
take  tiieir  flreedom.  We  want 
to  be  leading  that  freedom," 
said  tbe  manager,  Jashar  La- 
mqt.  Political  and  social  dis- 
cussions are  held  between  in- 
tellectuals, politicians  and 
ordinary  people. 


Any  citizen  of  Vlore — from 
children  to  tbe  elderly  — can 
bring  their  comments  to 
Teleblu. 

The  protestors  in  Vlore  say 
they  will  continue  to  hold  foe 
town  and  demonstrate  until 
the  government  resigns.  It  is 
this  state  oi  near  anarchy 
which  allows  Teleblu  to 
function. 

“We  are  prepared  to  work 
here  witboutmoney  and  with- 
out security."  said  Mr  Lam^. 
“But  we  are  all  afraid.  We  do 
not  have  any  guarantees  for 
^foat  we  do  and  it  is  very 
difficult" 

He  is  Interrupted  by  tbe 
ringing  of  a mobile  t^phone. 
R is  a can  fkom  a roadblock  15 
miles  outside  the  town.  “They 
say  the  foreign  diplomatic 
corps  is  arriving,"  he  said.  “1 
did  not  know  fo^  were  com- 
ing. Perhaps  it  is  not  true,  but 
maybe  they  care  for  Vlore. 
We  must  go  to  meet  them 
with  our  camera." 


Dutch  in  plot  to 
dethrone  queen 


Ian  Trqfnor  In  Bom 


A SECRET  conunlttee  of 
the  Netherlands’  great 
and  good  has  laancbed 
a quiet  pampaign  fo  de- 
throne Queen  Beatrix  and 
abolish  the  monarchy. 

The  plotters  include  fbr^ 
mer  government  ministers, 
a former  head  of  the  soiate, 
prominent  baniters,  indue, 
triallsts,  doctors,  publish- 
ere  and  journalists. 

The  Republican  Society, 
which  marntatwa  that  the 
oentmies-old  Etouse  of  Or- 
ange-Nassau  dynasty  is  an 
anachronism  and  that  the 
monarchy  i$  unworthy  of  a 
parliamentary  democracy, 
was  revealed  by  a Dutch 
newspaper. 

The  59-year-old  queen,  a 
politics  gradnate  and 
mother  of  three.  Is  married 
to  a depressive  former  Ger- 
man diplomat.  remains 
mnch'loved,  regularly  top- 
ping opinion  polls  as  foe 
country’s  most  popular 
public  figure.  She  marked 
17  years  on  foe  throne  last 
month. 

The  Queen's  discreet  In- 


terventtons  in  politics  and 
her  fovnonsense,  well-aired 
views  on  matters  rangu^ 
from  homosexual  marriage 
to  foe  environment  have, 
however,  raised  eyebrows 
aznoi^  the  Dutch  elite. 

And  while  Qiseen  Beatrix 
is  still  widely  viewed  as  a 
paragon  among  modem 
monarehs,  a whiff  of  foe 
sort  of  scandal  that  has 
plagued  the  House  of  Wind- 
sor hovers  around  the  fig- 
ure of  her  eldest  son, 
Crowii-Prince  Wilton  Alex- 
ander, aged  30.  The  Jet-set- 
tlng  heir  is  believed  to  have 
upset  his  mother  with  his 
womanising,  hunting  and 
ostentations  lifestyle. 

Pierre  Vinken,  of 
the  laxge  Elsevier  publish- 
ing gioi^>  and  pre^deut 
the  Republican  Society, 
said  that  politicians  of 
whatever  persuasion  had  to 
present  themselves  in  Hol- 
land as  loyal  monarchists 
and  were  aflteid  of 
tlng  to  being  republicans. 

’’The  existence  of  the 
Republican  Sodlety  is  ne^ 
essary.  It  provides  a weak 
but  clear  signal  to  the 
younger  generation.** 


Erbakan  facing 
military  clash 


Chris  NiittaO  in  Ankara 


irs  first  Islamist- 
led  governinmit  is  head- 
Ing  for  a showdown 
today  with  foe  powerful  mlll- 
taiy,  wbkih  is  altered  by 
Welfere  Party  efforts  to  intro- 
duce religian  into  the  afOtirs 
of  the  secular  state. 

A meeting  of  the  national  se- 
curity council  is  bel^  billed 
by  the  media  as  a pohlical 
court  martial  for  the  prime 
minister,  Necmettin  ErlK^sai. 
whose  party  pushed  for  a 
series  of  Islamic  rdbims  dui> 
Ing  Ramadan.  These  included 
foe  lifting  of  a ban  on  women 
wearing  Muslim  headdress  in 
government  offices  and  educa- 
tional inirfitiiHftnf 
The  top  brass  sent  dozens 
tanks  forough  foe  Welfore- 
controlled  town  of  Sinean  on 
Febmaiy  4 after  Its  mayor 
staged  a Muslim  festival  wifo 
ftindamentalist  overtmies. 

Opposition  politiciaiis  fol- 
lowed up  by  tabling  two  cen- 
sure motion  to  try  to  bring 
down  the  government,  which 
were  rejected  this  week.  Tbe 
leader  of  foe  opposition,  Me- 
sut  Yilmaz,  Is  to  present  an*. 


other  next  week  and  has 
called  for  a government  of 
national  unity. 

“Let’s  forget  our  differences 
and  co-Qperate  for  a new  gov- 
ernment to  avoid  a coup  and 
prevent  the  system  firom  being 
disrupted.”  he  tdd  a meeting 
of  his  Motherland  Party. 

The  president,  Suleyman 
DemireJ,  foe  victim  of  coups 
when  prime  minister  in  1971 
and  1980,  has  also  indicated 
that  circumstances  are  con- 
spiring for  a fourth  military 
intervention  since  1960.  The 
mlBtary  sees  itself  as  the 
guarantor  of  the  secular 
republic  founded  by  Kemal 
Ataturk  in  1923. 

The  president  called  at  the 
weekend  for  Increased  powers 
to  enable  him  to  dissolve  par- 
liament and  call  eiectloos.  He 


also  supported  ni^Qy  anti 
government  pratots  tnkliq 
place  throughout  February, 
The  prime  minister  has  ar^ 
gued,  with  some  justification, 
that  the  tension  has  been  arti' 
ficlally  created  by  the  adculai 
establishnwnt.  "We  want  sec 
ularlsm  in  the  Western  sense, 
there  is  a fascist  scci^  sys< 
tern  In  Turkey,"  he  tidd  the 
newspaper  Sabah  yesterday. 


The  Guardiaii  Fdday  February  ^ 1997  • 


Papua  New  Guinea  denies  ‘advisers'  will  fight  . 

South  Pacific  fears 
mercenary  influx 


Christopher  Zlnn  In  ^rdnay 


Papua  New  Guinea’s 
plan  to  use  mercenar- 
ies in  its  war 
rebds  on  the  break- 
away island  of  Bougainville 
ran  into  new  coatromay  yes- 
terday, despite  govemment 
claims  that  the  foreigners 
would  be  advisers  with  no 
combat  role. 

The  revelatiwi  yesterday 
that  the  London-based  com- 
pany employing  the  free- 
lances has  written  to  two  hos- 
pitals in  northern 
Queensland  asking- about- 
possible  treatment  arrange- 
ments for  wounded  perstmnel 
has  put  new  pressure  on  | 
Papua  New  Guinea's  former  i 
colonial  power,  Australia,  to  | 
rectmslder  its  aid  programme  I 
to  the  government  in  Port 
Moresby. 

Tbe  letters,  headed  “Casu- 
alty evacuation  from  Pajiua 
New  Guinea’’,  inquired  about 
emergency  medical  foeillties 
and  the  evacuation  of  casual- 
ties from  Papua  New  Guinea 
to  Australia. 

They  represent  the  latest 
turn  in  a controversy  that  has 
dogged  the  Papua  New 
Guinea  government  since  its 
new  strategy  to  deal  with  the 
rebel  leadership  in  Bougain- 
ville became  public  earlier 
this  week. 

The  40  mercenaries,  who 
are  thought  to  cmne  mainly 
from  Australia,  Ziiqbabwe 
and  some  other.  African 
countries,  are  supplied  by  the 
British-registered  security 
consultants  Sandline  Intema- 
tionaL  and  will  intervene  in  a 
nine-year-old  con  flint  which 
has  cost  several 
lives. 

Australia,  which  provides 
Papua  New  Guinea  with  aid 
worth  ElSOmillion  a yew, 
said  the  use  of  mercenaries 
would  be  unacceptable  and 


News  in  brief 
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could  damage  the  - two 
countries'  rdatlpnship. 

New  Zealand’s  prime  minis- 
ter, Jim  Bolger,  also  jomed 
the  growing  international 
condemnation.  “X  *WtiV  fha 
whcde  Gf  tbe  South  Pacific 
would  be  edBcemed  if  merce- 
nary troQps  were  used  in 
some  way  to  try  to  impose  a 
setfiement  there,”  he  said. 

The  British  High  Commission 
in  Port  Moresby  added  yester^ 
day.  ’’Britain  bdleves  the  use 
of  private  mflihuy  consut 
tante  win  only  patdong  the 
Bougainville  confUct.”- 

But  the  Papua  New  Guinea 
prime  minister.  Sir  Julius 
Chan,  has  brushed  away  out- 
side objections  and  is  pushing 
ahead  wifo  the  militm?  soh> 
tion.  Sir  Julius,  who  took 
power  in  1994  with  a pnunise 
to  hrii^  peace  to  Bougain- 
ville, said  the  “foreign  de- 
tbnce  advisers”  had  only  been 
engaged  to  train.  Papua  New 
Guinea  soldiers  “to  get  the 
criminals^* 

He  said  SancQine  was  a rep- 
utable company  which  h^ 
sutKonlrac^  a South  Afri-' 
can-based  nmi.  Executive 
Outcomes,  to  provide  aircraft, 
equipment  and  training.  But 
h£s  assurances  have  not  been 


widely  accepted  — and  there 
are  fbazx  in  Australia  that  tbe 
advisees  will  Inevitably  be 

drawn  into  the  gnerriDa  war. 

Tbe  bloody  confijct  began 
on  Bougainville  in  198B,  when 
locals,  unhappy  wifii  royal- 
ties. . Qie  environmental 
intact  of  the  Pangnna  copper 
nUne,  staged  direct  actioa 
trtilch  escalated  into  a foil- 
scale  insurgency. 

Now  almost  70,000  dis- 
-plae^  Islanders  are  housed 
in  49-  government-run  “care 
centres”,  where  Amnesty  In- 
ternational says  residents  are 
pushed  into  forced  labour  and 
women  are  raped.  . . 

- .Atrocities  by  both  the 
Papua  New  Guinea  Defence 
-Force  and  the  Bougainville 
Bevolutieaiaiy  Army  (BRA) 
have  cost  many  lives.  But  the 
greatest  losses  have  stemmed 
from  a blockade  of  ihe  island 
which  has  kept  medicines  and 
supplies  away  from  civilians. 

Moses  Havini,  aprominent 
member  of  the  BRA’S  political 
wiog  has  called  for  Austra- 
lia’s defence  cooperation 
agreement  with  Pa^ua  New 
Guinea  to  be  bron^bt  to  an 
end,  along  with  aid  worth 
glBrnniinn^ 

“We  are  seeins  [Australian] 
taj^ayers'  money  behig  used 
for  k^Ung  and  tbe  promotion 
of  suftering  on  the  island,” 
said  Mr  Moses.  “The  Imger 
this  is  allowed  to  go  on,  the 
more  damage  it  will  do  to  the 
peace  process  in  Bougain- 
viHeL” 

The  mercenary  crisis  blew 
up  as  an  Amnesty  hatema- 
tional  report  claimed  the 
Papua  New  Guinea  Defence 
Fora  and  the  pro-govern- 
ment militia  had  killed  or 
: “disappeared’’  44  BougainvU- 
leans  over  the  p«^  year. 

The  report  said  the  Papua 
New  Guinea  govemmeiit  had 
allowed  human  ri^ts  viola- 
tions to  “reach  heights  not 
se^  for  several  years”. 


General  ‘set 
to  get  top  job’ 

The  Russian  president  Bo- 
ris Yeltsin,  held  talks  yes- 
terday with  a high-flying 
army  general  after,  hastily 
summoning  him'fromhis  far 
east  command,  ~ heightening 
speculation  that  tbe  defence 
miiuster  may  be  sacked. 

Igor  Rodtoov  coidd  lose 
out  in  a reshuCQe  and  General 
Viktor  Checbevatov  is  seen  as 
a potential  successor. 

Mayak  radio  reported  that 
Mr  Rodionov  canceled  a trip 
to  Armenia  scheduled  to  take 
fOace  next  week,  just  before 
Mr  Yeltsin  is  expected  to  an- 
nounce changes  in  the  gov- 
emmenL 

Gen  Checbevatov  told  Inters, 
fax  hews  agency  fiiat  he  and 
the  president  had  discussed 
military  reforms.. He  denied 
that  he  had  been  offered  any 
new  post  but  said  military 
reforms  were  urgently 
needed.  — Reuter. 


Seven  killed  in 
Colombia  blast 

At  least  seven  people  were 
killed  and  about  40  injured 
yesterday  when  a pcnrarfol 
bomb  Mast  ripped  throuih  a 
small  town  .in  Colombia’s 
north-west  banana-^wlng 
region  oS  Uraba,  razing  a 
hotel 

Police  blamed  the  bomb  on 
the  Revolutionary  Armed 
fhrces.of  Cdfonlbia  (FARC) 
rebels.— Reuter. 

Kuti  key  ctaange- 

The  top  Nigarian  musician 
Anikulapo-Kutl,  an  ai> 
d^t  critic  c£  military  rule, 
made  a volte-fece  in  an  inters 
view  published  yesteiday. 
urging,  the  military  ruler. 
General  Sani  AbachA  to  stay 
on  as  president — Reuter. . 

Talibaii  book  ban 

Taliban  rdiglous  army 
banned  the  Sale  books  and 
published  outside 
A^ianistan,  the  information 


-minister  Amir  Kban  Mut- 
taqi,  said  yesterday.  ->  AP. 

Chile  release 

; Leftwing  politicians  in  ChQe 
criticised  the  freeing  of  Pedro 
: Fefmande^  an  army  ofGcer 
- who  was  jailed  for  setting  fire 
.to  two  protesters. Reuter. 

[Suspects  hold 

Pdlice  in  north-western  China 
arrested  suspects  yesterday 
for  the  bombing  of  three 
buses  as  the  death  toR  rose  to 
tibree.,— AP. 

N Korean  flees 

A wipan  fled  NorOi  Korea 
: yesterday  to  South  Korea,  as 
Seoul  held  talks-  in  Beijing  to 
allow  a Pyongyang  official 
riiritwlng  there  to  come  to 
the  south.  — Reuter.  . 

Bowled  out 

The  ^nabram  Ihiited  Cricket 
Chib,  'in  Victoria.  Australia. 

lost  a legal  battle  against 
having  to  play  oo.  Sundays, 
Triuch  it  said  was  relight 
-discrimination. —Reuter. 
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Beijing  could 
sign  human 
rights  charters 


John  Gitttngs  In  Hong  Kong 

CHINA  has  taken  an- 
other step  in  its  diplo- 
matic minuet  nith  the 
DS  by  lodicating  that  it  may 
sign  two  international  cove- 
nants on  human  rights. 

A spokesman  in  Beijing 
said  that  tbe  govemment  was 
“actively  studying  and  con- 
sidering" the  question  of  Join- 
ing the  two  covenants.  He 
also  hinted  that  the  quid  pro 
quo  would  be  Washington 
refraining  from  sponsoring  a 
resolution  critical  of  China  at 
the  UN  Human  Rights  Com- 
mission in  Geneva. 

Benins  had  urg^  the  US, 
Tang  Guoqiang  said,  not  to 
use  the  Geneva  meeting  as  “a 
platform  for  criticising 
China”. 

On  the  eve  of  the  Beijing 
visit  earlier  this  week  by  the 
DS  secretary  of  state,  Made- 
leine Albright,  tbe  New  York 
Times  suggested  a deal  was 
being  discussed  whereby 
China  would  sign  the  two  con- 
ventions and  lake  other  steps 
in  the  human  rights  field  in 
return  for  a cessation  of  US 
pressure. 

Thou^  the  visit  — cut 
short  because  of  the  funeral 
for  Deng  Xiaoping  — pro- 
duced no  visible  result, 
efforts  are  likely  to  continue 
to  reach  agreement.  The  prize 
is  a warming  of  US-Chlna 
relations  which  will  suit  both 
sides.  With  a visit  to  Beijing 


Alain  Robert,  a 34-year<»ld  French  rock  climber  whose  nickname  is  Spiderman,  passes  relations  which  will  suit  both 
the  moon’s  reflection  as  he  dimbs  the  cables  of  Centrepoint  Tower,  Sydney’s  tallest  I sides.  With  a visit  to  Beijing 
building- He  was  caught  by  police  halfway  np  the  1,066ft  building  PHOTOGRAMOAviDGRAy  already  under  discussion. 

South  African  tax  dodgers 
ignore  pleas  of  revenue 


Chris  McGreal  reports  from 
Johannesburg  on  a vain  effort 
to  claw  back  £1  billion  owed, 
much  of  it  by  white  businessmen 


SOUTH  AFRICA’S  tax 
collectors  tried  ap- 
peals to  the  grand  vi- 
sion of  a new  county. 
They  marie  dark  threats  of 
behind  bars.  And  they  prom- 
ised to  foi^t  prosecutions  !f 
the  hordes  d tax  dodgers 
would  just  roister.  But  all 
they  got  was  a flood  of  calls 
from  scorned  lovers  sedcing 
vengeance. 

Today  is  the  last  opportD- 
nity  for  South  Africans  to 
claim  amnei^  from  prosecu- 
timi  for  failing  to  pay  tax  — 
but  no  one  is  e]q>ecting  a last 
rurii  of  applications. 
The  government  had  hoped 
its  puUicity  campaign  would 
cajole  recalcitrant  businesses 
and  workors  into  coi^iiiigup 
a good  chunk  of  nearly 


£1  billion  In  outstanding 
taxes.  But  the  campa^  has 
fallen  flat,  with  only  about 
1 per  cent  of  tax  dodgers  corn- 
big  forward. 

South  Africa’s  revenue  de- 
partn^t  spokesman,  Christo 
Henning,  does  get  calls  from 
informants.  “Scorned  lovers 
who  are  unhappy  about  tbe 
way  theyVe  been  treated  ap- 
.proach  us  to  ten  us  how  their 
lover  avoided  tax,”  he  said. 
‘'We've  had  hundreds  of  calls 
from  ex-wlves  and  dis- 
gruntled former  business 
partners.  Some  people  even 
ten  us  why  they’re  doing  it 

“And  there  are  people  who 
resent  their  neighbours  with 
a big  car  hn^ging  about  not 
paying  tiieir  taxes.  ” 

fo  its  attempt  to  appeal  to 


people’s  better  nature,  the 
revenue  service  has  adopted  a 
logo  of  four  outstretched 
hands  each  giving  a coin  to 
build  the  new  South  Africa.  A 
television  advert  portrays  a 
journey  past  schools,  hc^i- 
tals  and  other  social  services 
funded  by  taxes.  It  ends  at  tbe 
prison  gates  with  a warning 
that  dodgers  risk  being  able 
to  use  only  one  of  the  facili- 
ties the  government  provides. 

But  the  appeal  to  con- 
I science,  and  the  accompany- 
ing thr^ts.  have  bad  almost 
no  impact  Tbe  revenue  ser- 
vice has  idmitified  240.000 
people  and  businesses  it  esti- 
mates owe  6.9  billion  rand 
(£958  million)  in  bari(  taxes, 
interest  and  penalties. 

Tbe  government  believed  it 
could  recover  about  one-third 
of  the  missing  money,  yet 
fewer  than  7,000  people  have 
applied  for  the  amnesty,  d9br- 
to  pay  less  than  300  mil- 
lion rand  (£41  millioi^.  And 
the  revenue  service  says 
there  may  be  millions  of  tax  i 
dodgers.  I 


“This  is  way  below  expecta- 
tions.” Mr  Henning  admitted. 
“Our  marketing  campaign 
was  very  effective.  It  was  very 
successfhl  because  people  are 
aware.  But  they  are  not  res- 
ponding. I don’t  know  why.” 

Dennis  Davis,  a tax  exi^ 
at  the  University  of  the  Wit- 
watersrand,  attributes  tbe 
amnesty’s  l^ure  to  the  lin- 
gering attitudes  of  the  old 
South  Africa  and  contempt 
for  the  government's  ability 
to  catch  tax  dodgers. 

“There's  an  extremely  nar- 
row tax  morality  In  this 
country.  There  always  has 
been  and  It’s  going  to  take  a 
long  time  to  chan^  that 
There's  a real  culture  of  op- 
portunism.” he  said. 

Among  tbe  principal  tax 
dodgers  are  white  business- 
men. But  black  business 
owners  are  also  refusing  to 
apply  for  amne^  and  pay 
ba^  taxes,  saying  that  to 
have  paid  tax  under  apart- 
heid would  have  been  to  con- 
tribute  to  their  own 
oi^ression. 


President  Clinton  is  keen  to 
secure  a new  entente  with 
China,  now  seen  as  tbe  princi- 
pal emerging  power  for  the 
21st  century. 

Agreement  with  Washing- 
ton win  allow'  China  to  shrug 
off  other  international  pres- 
sure o\’er  human  rights.  Pres- 
ident Jiang  Zemin  wlU  also 
benefit,  ns  he  seeks  to  bocst 
his  post-Deng  profile,  from 
diplonuUic  success  In  a field 
where  Deng  led  tbe  way. 

Pictures  of  Deng  in  a stet- 
son hat  in  Disneyland  in  1979 
have  been  prominent  in  offi- 
, cial  eulogies. 

.At  the  Hong  Kong  Legisla- 
I live  Council  yesterday,  the 
. governor,  Chris  Patten,  said 
Britain  regarded  it  a.s  a high 
priori^  to  mainLiin  pressure 
on  China  to  accept  Us  obliga- 
tions under  the  ta'O  Interna- 
tional covenants. 

But  he  rejected  a proposal 
from  the  Democratic  Part>' 
leader,  Martin  Lee,  to  nsk  the 
Securit)'  Council  to  refer  the 
issue  to  the  International 
Court  of  Justice  nnd  ask  It  to 
pronounce  on  the  legality  of 
the  new  Provisional  Legisla- 
ture set  up  by  Beijing.  China 
has  declined  Britain's  pro- 
posal for  a joint  approach  by 
the  two  countries. 

China's  declared  aim  is  to 
develop  a “healthy  and  stable” 
relationship  with  tbe  US  for 
the  next  century.  Vice-Presi- 
dent .A1  Gore  will  \isit  next 
month  and  an  exchange  of 
presidential  visits  is  planned 
over  the  next  two  years. 


Los  Angeles 
‘death  squad’ 
strikes  again 
as  three  die 


CfwtstopherReod 
bi  Los  Angeles 

OFFICERS  in  a Los  Ange- 
les police  secret  unit, 
known  as  a “death  squad”, 
have  killed  three  of  four  rob- 
bery suspects  and  woimd^  a 
bystander. 

Gunfire  erupted  last  Tues- 
day night  in  a residential  part 
of  tbe  Northridge  neighbour- 
hood. when  the  undercover 
Special  Investigations  Section 
(SIS)  cornered  three  men  and 
a woman  known  as  the  Cock- 
tail Bar  Bandits.  Three  were 
killed  in  their  car  after  one 
allegedly  pointed  a gun  at  olli- 
cers.  A fourth  was  arrested 
after  a chase. 

AH  four  were  in  their  twen- 
ties. The  bystander,  a local  resi- 
dent aged  20.  was  shot  in  the  leg 
in  his  boat  garden.  He  allegedly 
did  not  respond  to  orders  to  sur- 
render aod  “reached  into  his 
waistband”,  the  police  said.  Ter- 
rified residents  said  bullets  Oew 
into  their  hnnes  and  they  were 
temirised  by  helicopters  with 
searcbli^sts. 


Gang  terror  in  Haiti  slums 


- ^ V' V-;  rk  r<- 


A man  tiies  to  piit  oiri  a fire  started  by  anned  gangs  to  the  Cite  Sot^  slums  of  Port-an-Frince  in  Haiti.  Ten  people  have  died  in  gang-related  violence  in 

tbe  area  dnrtog  past  week  as  criminals  contizme  to  ^>read  fear  by  bmntog  homes  shooting  at  locals  photosraph;  carole  devillers 


Mexican  anger  at  US  grading  of  drug  fight 


I Reuter  fn  Mexico  City 


Bvsbttrt  of  ^Ending  countries'  A <y»nater  for  the  ruling  to-  nlsed  crime  because  of  what  where  drugs  are  produced  or 
antidrug  effints  as  the  stitutional  Revolutionary  he  termed  its  feilure  to  attack  trafficked  to  win  US  “ceitifi- 

temperature  in  Marim  rose  Party  (PRl)i  Am^or  Rodrf-  drug  cait^  operating  in  the  cation”  for  Its  performance  in 


your  HOM  IS  AT  IF  YOU  DO  NOT  KEEP  UP  REMYMENTS  ON  A MORIUMX  OR  onCR  LOAN  SECURED  ON  rr. 


Mexican  ccogressmen  at-  ahead  of  Wariilngtcci’s  annual  guez  L6pez,  accused  Washing-  US. 
ta^d  the  tki^  States*  announcemaitai  the  subject  ton  of  colluding  with  orga-  T 


5.  tbe  war  on  drup  can  mean 

The  feilure  of  a country  ecooomic  sanctions. 
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Setting  facts  in  concrete 

Israel’s  building  programme  could  backfire 


JERUSALEM  has  been  destroyed  and 
rebuilt  17  times  during  its  mdstence. 
Building  may  alter  history,  but  history 
also  alters  buildings,  tearing  tham 
down,  raising  them  up,  and  tianding 
them  on  to  new  tenants.  This  is  a fkct 
which  ou^t  to  give  pause  to  the  Israe- 
lis, those  modem  creators  of  fhcts  on 
the  ground.  Their  latest  effort  to  encase 
politics  in  concrete  and  stseel  has  come 
this  week  with  Binyamin  Netanyahu’s 
approval  of  a scheme  to  build  6,500 
Jewish  homes  at  Har  Homa,  due  south 
of  the  city  proper.  Har  Homa  win  fi)tm 
the  last  link  in  the  ^hain  of  Jewish 
settlements  around  Greater  JerussQem. 
It  cuts  the  only  remaining  corridor 
connecting  Arabs  in  the  city  widi  those 
outside,  and  is  des^ned  to  make  it 
impossible  for  die  Palestinians  to  have 
a capital  in  the  eastern  part  of 
Jerusalem. 

Netanyahu  may  have  paid  an  un- 
usual  price  for  Har  Homa.  Some  reports 
he  has  promised  Yasser  Arafot 
that  in  return  for  Palestinian  restraint 
on  Har  Homa,  Israel  will  hand  over  a 
much  larger  portion  of  the  West  Bank 
in  the  next  withdrawal  ftom  occupied 
territory  than  had  previously  been  of 
fered.  If  tbis  is  true,  it  is  a manoeuvre 
full  of  dangers  for  bodi  sides,  particu- 
larly for  Ara&t  who  could  be  diatged 
with  giving  uj?  Jerusalem. 

It  was  Yitzhak  Rabin  who  first  ap- 
proved Har  Homa.  Shimon  P^es  did 
not  Hiffter  fimm  hitn  on  fhia  matter,  and 
Netanyahu  can  say  that  he  is  only 
carrying  out  a policy  laid  down  by  his 
Labour  predecessors.  However,  Rabin 
and  Feres  postponed  the  project  be- 
cause they  knew  how  explosive  it  would 
be.  '^e  policy,  whether  labour  or  Li- 
kud, has  hem  to  surround  the  huge 
Greater  Jerusalem  area  with  two  con- 
centric circles  of  settlonents  znili- 
tary  roads  and  positions.  Tmide  these 
ramparts  is  ten  per  cent  of  tiie  area  of 
the  West  Bank  and  IQ)  to  half  of  the 


Isra^  settlers  in  the  territory.  It  is 
dear,  therefore,  that  the  policy  preju- 
dices not  only  the  nego^tions  on  the 
future  of  J^usalem  but  those  on  a final 
settiement  for  the  West  Bank  35  a 
whole. 

The  prime  minister  returned  from  a 
recent  visit  to  the  United  States  to  find 
the  country  fUU  of  rumours  that  he  had 
screed  to  give  up  the  project  while  in 
Washington.  Already  under  pressure 
because  of  the  Hebron  redeployment 
and  because  of  a ««»ndai  over  a ministe- 
rial appointment,  he  may  have  pleaded 
that  he  had  to  go  ahead  or  lose  control 
of  his  supporters.  He  could,  in  the 
immediate  tactical  saise,  bave  a point 
But,  as  before,  be  is  tiptoeing  alo^  the 
edge  o£  the  abyss,  risking  bloodied 
and  worse. 

It  is  true  tiiat  one  particular  building 
site  is  not  the  issue.  The  engineering  of 
Jerusalem  to  alter  the  demographic 
balance,  incorporate  a laige  section  of 
the  West  BaTikj  and  isolate  the  Palestin- 
ian population  of  the  city  has  been 
going  on  for  SO  years.  It  began  within 
days  of  the  1067  victotr  and  has  m 
vdved  the  confiscation  of  a third  of  the 
territory  of  East  Jerusalem.  It  is  even 
now  behig  pnrsned  on  another  front  by 
the  gygtematift  withdrawal  of  residence 
pennits,  on  fliinsy  grounds,  a policy 
vrtiich  will  result  in  a fiuther  fall  in  the 
Palestinian  population  cf  the  city.  It 
will  have  to  be  at  least  partially 
reversed  if  there  is  ever  to  he  a just 

final  jwH’lAtnAnt-  Tnftiigter«  wiigk* 

reflect  houses  have  no  control  over 
who  lives  in  ttiem.  Palestinians  could  as 
waO  sit  in  those  flats  stare  down 
from  those  rngntnanHing  as  Is- 

raelis. Or  Israi^  mi^t  have  to  live 
tiiere  with  a Palestinian  pniiraman  on 
the  street  Or  both  might  five  there — if 
the  day  ever  comes  when,  as  the  Pales- 
tinian iftaHar  jihisal  Husseini  once  put 
it,  **our  Jerusalem”  means  a Jerusalem 
that  bekmgs  to  botii  Jews  and  Arabs. 


For  whom  the  buck  slops 

A minister  needn’t  be  dishonourable  to  be  responsible 


THE  CASE  for  Nicholas  Soames  to 
resign  over  tiie  misuse  of  pesticides 
during  the  Gulf  War  does  not  rest  on 
whether  Mr  Soames  lied  to  or  misled 
Parliament.  As  far  as  we  know,  he  did 
neither  of  these  things  and  we  do  not 
make  any  surii  s\]^gestion.  Radier,  it 
rests  upon  two  other,  quite  separate 
ai^uments.  The  first  is  that  he  and  his 
pi^ecessors  should  have  taken  the 
question  of  pesticide  danger  more  seri- 
ously and  sooner  than  they  did.  The 
second  is  that,  in  the  en^  ministers 
must  always  accept  public  responsi- 
bility for  the  shortcoming  of  depart- 
mental subordinates,  even  if  they  tiiem- 
selves  were  not  direct  aware  them. 

The  Ministry  of  Defence  could  have 
moved  much  more  quickly  when  allega- 
tions surfaced  of  the  link  between  or- 
ganophosphate  chemicals  in  Gulf  War 
pesticides  and  the  subsequent  iUnesses 
suffered  by  many  who  served  there. 
Whether  these  illnesses  constitute 
something  distinct  identifiable  as 
Gulf  War  Syndrome  remains  unclear. 
Yet  it  is  beyond  doubt  that  the  j^ti- 
cides  were  used  on  MoD  instructions, 
that  few  if  any  warnings  were  given, 
and  that  an  uncommon  and  disturb- 
ingly lar^  number  of  service  personnel 
have  subsequently  contract^  condi- 
tions which  are  connected  with  them. 
Some  1.200  Gulf  war  veterans  bave  a 
case  for  compensation. 

The  Ministry  of  Defence  was  institu- 
tionally unable  to  free  these  emerging 
facts.  This  week’s  internal  inquiry  by 
Sir  Richard  Mottram  admits  “a  ftaida- 


mental  Caflure  of  working  practice’ 


caused  by  the  Csilure  to  obtain  and 
supply  correct  information  about  the 
dmig^  of  such  pesticides.  But  the 
responsibility  goes  further  than  that 
The  possibility  of  a connection  between 
the  pesticides  and  the  IUnesses  was 
raised  in  1992  in  the  United  States.  In 
1994.  vrtien  ooncems  had  begun  to  rise 
in  this  country,  a number  of  newspaper 
reports  (including  four  in  the  (Kiard- 
ian)  drew  detailed  attention  to  possible 
links.  The  MoD  adamantly  resisted 
these  alL^atlons  and  continued  to  do  so 
r^t  uff  to  autumn  1996,  when  minis- 
ters were  finally  informed  of  the  possi- 
bility. This  is  not  mer^  a failure  of 
wolfing  practice.  It  is  a failure  of 
attitude.  The  MoD  did  not  uxmt  to 
believe,  and  therefore  did  not  investi- 
gate as  it  should  have  done. 

This  failure  of  initiative  embraces 
several  ministers  other  than  Mr 
Soames.  But  it  ^oobrac^  him  too.  Mr 
Soames  should  have  been  more  scepti- 
cal He  should  have  asked  tourer  ques- 
tions. He  should  have  demanded 
quicker  and  better  responses  from  his 
ofiicials.  And  he  should  not  bave  taken 
no  for  an  answer.  He  had,  in  short,  a 
responsibility  as  a minister  which  he 
foiled  to  disdiaige.  And,  as  a minister, 
he  must  in  any  case  besu:  the  more 
general  public  responsibility  for  the 
failings  experaed  in  the  Mottcam  reporti 
Mr  Soames  is  not  wicked,  not  untruth- 
ftil  and  not  dishonourable.  But  he  is 
responsible  — and  he  is  the  man  with 
whom  the  buck  stops. 


Showing  the  ref  the  red  card 

Football  referees  are  fallible,  gullible  and  absolutely  vital 


TECHNOLOGY  created  the  problem 
but  won’t  be  able  to  solve  it  The 
problem  is  what  to  do  when  a referee 
makes  a genuine  mistake  — as  Mike 
Reed  appears  to  Mve  done  this  week  in 
the  Chelsee/Leicester  game  — which 
critically  affects  the  result  but  which 
could  have  been  avoided  by  consultii^ 
a video  re-run.  It  was  created  by  tech- 
nology because  it  is  only  courtesy  of' 
countless  video  re-runs  from  all  sorts  of  I 
angles  ^ which  a referee’s  instant  deci- 
sion can’t  possibly  take  into  account  — 
that  there  is  any  controversy  at  aU.  But 
once  the  principle  of  video  re-runs  is 
conceded  there  will  be  no  end  to  it 
the  free  flowing  spontaneity  which  is 
the  essence  of  a football  matoh  will  be 
shattered.  It  is  bad  enough  when  play  is 
interrupted  by  substitutions  — a device 
sometimes  used  to  interrupt  Vae  oppo- 
nents’ rhythm  — but  if  the  bad  to 
stop  for  a few  minutes  every  fimo  there 
was  a controversial  decision  it  would 


become  a different  game.  If  people  want 
to  watch  punctuated  American  football 
they  bave  every  oportunity  to  do  so.  But 
football  is  footbalL 
This  is  not  to  say  that  there  is  no 
place  for  digital  techniques.  Where  it  is 
a question  of  deciding  whether  a tedl 
has  gone  over  a straight  line  there  are 
tediniques  used  in  teimig  and  rugby 
league  that  could  be  applied  to  footbalL 
There  are  also  ways  of  using  technology 
to  judge  instantaneously  whether  a 
pla^  is  ofEside.  But  when  it  come  to 
something  requiring  judgment  — like 
whether  a collision  in  the  penalty  area 
is  a foul  or  an  accident  — it  has  to  be 
left  to  a human  bei^  or  else  the  game 
will  mutate  into  a series  of  stop-go 
episodes  driving  spectators  away  with- 
out the  certainty  of  getting  an  agreed 
decision.  The  felUbillty  of  referees  is 
part  of  the  game’s  human  frailty.  It 
comes  with  the  pitch.  Like  them  or  hate 
them,  we  definitely  n^  tham 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


Dolly:  a mixture  of  views 


The  excitement  over 
Dolly  (The  ftrtare  behind 
Ds,  Febroary  as) 
have  obscured  the  real  aignif- 
icance  of  her  eiestion.  Joseph 
Rothbtfa  warning  reminda  us 
feat  die  is  a haitdnger  of  a 
technological  fixture  that  is 


deeply  uncertain. 

Concerned  aritfwKgfa  who 
first  warned  cf  die  p«1J8  of 
’*the  atomic  booth**  not 
need  to  predict  fat  detail  that 
their  dericas  of  a few  kDotons 
delivered  by  aaofdane  would 
soon  be  rqdaised  by  multi- 
megatoo  bomba  delivered  by 
mtBTf«nn:  iMonlsI  guided  mlS- 
fliias-  It  was  for  them 

to  know  in  geonal  that  the 

fwbTviingkw  would  tTMwHshly 


advance,  with  potentially  lim- 
itless effects.  Similazty.  DoQy 
is  a symbol  of  the  luxderatiDg 
advance  (Xhiotsdincdogy,  now 
aynergiaing  wito  inSonnatioii 
technclagy  (and  perhaps  soon 
with  nanctechDoloey  as  weUX 

T-PTTilnrihiy  na  hnw 

Implausibilitles  become 
today's  discoveries  totnor- 
nnv’s  rouliue. 

The  difference  from  the 
bfimh  Js  that  ttie  prohl^wi  of 
societal  cmtrol  is  now  fer 
more  complex.  Nuclear 

umH|mnc^  hOWeVVl  wipww-.mg 

were  at  least  confined  to  war- 
fere.  But  eenetic  engineering 
is  everywhere,  merging  ami 
hlendn^  with  other  tedmol-*^ 
ogles,  and  preaxusing  immed- 
iate benefits  al<»g  with  poss- 
ible dangers.  There  is  no  well- 
defined  object  to  ’'ban'*; 
rather,  we  win  need  a continu- 
ous process  of  moiUtortng,  de- 
bate and  decision.  b«th 

naHnnal  and  lnteiXiationaL 

Julie  Steppard. 

The  Gabies  Forum. 

S-ii  Worship  Street 
London  EC^  SBH. 

the  sheep-cloning 
WW  anncnmcBmPTir,  we  are 
treated  to  the  feTnUwy  Tnawtra 
— recited  every  time  some 
grotesque  new  biotech  '*ad- 
vance"  is  pte  before  the  public 


— that  it  win  lead  to  enrea  for 
cancer,  cystic  Gbrasis.  Alz- 
heimer's, rest 

of  humanity’s  fils. 

These  researchers  are  in  the 
Promise  business.  When  will 
sodi  cures  materiidise?  Gov- 
grnmimt  data  (eg  the  last  Gen- 
eral Household  Survey)  shows 
the  bftaTth  of  SH  SgS 

groups  has  actnaHy  been  de- 
clining over  the  pest  few 
decades. 

People  are  ccaceraed  about 
science’s  to  mazuxfiao- 

ture  “too  perfect”  hatched 
humanity.  They  should  be 
more  comarned  with  science’s 
proven  ladt  of  competence 
and  predictive  powers  — and, 
therefore,  ite  capacity  for 
grave  errora.  Genetic  manip- 
olatioD  remains  extremely 
rtfffff-iiif  »mrt  wito  unpredict- 
able results. 

The  fTTiTTwtiMtP  hwparf-  is  (HI 
animfliK.  not  people  — firstly 
In  the  lab,  where  large  num- 
bers suffer  grave  malibnn- 

during  iman- 

tal  phase.  Once  piodcctlon- 
Tipit  maniifiyriin-M  jg  under 
way  they  win  contirtoe  to-be 
abused  and  deprived  of  every- 
thing that's  oaturaL 
Cloning  will  increase 
sheep's  suffering  And  yes, 
human  dnning  am  follow.  All 
reproductive  techndiogtes  — 
eg  artificial  bwmiTmHfvi  em- 
bryo transfer  ~ end  UP  being 
used  in  people 
Andrew  Tyler. 

Director,  Anfanal  Aid. 

The  OldCbaoeL 

Bradfords!^ 

Tonbrid^,  Kent  TN9  lAW. 

ABY  Midgely  (Double 
trouble,  February  25) 
fells  to  put  the  cloniog  ques- 
tton  in  context  The  broeder 
question  is  what  we  are  to  do 
about  the  furtoer  development 
our  spedes  sow  that  cat- 
mral  selection  has  been  ^ec- 
tlvely  deactivated  by  medical 
teebnok^y?  Why  should  we  be 
ezduded  ffom.  for  example, 
selective  action  to  improve 


oar  inteUigenee?  But  even 
discussing  sneh  a question  is 
hnposalhle:  xnrw.  foe  ethics  of 
keeping  corpses  alive  after 
thBlr  seD-hy  Wimrtrm  of 
sdective  breediug  (or  what- 
ever te™  one  prtf^)  raiises 

Nletschean  echos  which  freeze 

debate.  It  is  a barrier  to  sur^ 
iwrtnwt  ff  foe  terimiques  are 
not  here  today,  they  will  be 
tomorrow:  after  all,  tech- 
nological progress  is 
eqiODeiitisL 
Tony  Howard. 

21  KasslngtonRoad. 

Loodem  NW3  2IX 

RJ|#HaT  gave  Carte  lane 
W her  nightmare  about 
doned  sheep  (Letters.  Febru- 
ary -3^  Stur^  a momeofs 
consideration  wfii  convince 
her  thaf  it  will  always  be 
cheaper  to  make  new  sh^  by 
the  traditional  ram-andewe 

mAtfind  Wiiin  by  rfnning.  per- 
haps shA  ahmiTd  try  counting 
rinmiri  sheep  as  a soporific. 
The  Edinburg  experiment 
strikes  me  as  a g(»d  piece  of 
pore  research  which  is  most 
liktiy^to  ' prove  its  value  in 
wi^irai  practice.  Thank  God 
it  took  place  in  the  DE  in  the 
put^  domain  so  that  any  un- 
desirable outcomes  can  be 
monitoced.  1£,  at  some  fixture 
date,  ft  became  posaibte  to 
make  a done  of  a dead  only- 
child,  would  be  such  a 
badthixig? 

RDEtandaon. 

71  Church  Way,  UQey, 

Oxford  0X4  4EF. 

WOULD  scientist  consider 
it  ethical  and  safe  to 
(done  healthy  sheep  for  use  in 
cattle  feed?  Sinoe  human  be- 
ings are  almdy  tucking  into 
geneticafiy  enhanced  sc^  and 
tomatoes,  the  laundi  of  Dcdly 
mixture  into  the  Ibod  t»Jiato 
would  surely  make  little 
difference. 

Brenda  Lees, 
flats. 

144  Stamford  Street 
Manchestef  MI6  9LU. 


Bishops’  move 

WB  welcome  the  debate  on 
the  hratth  eSbets  of  pov- 
erty that  you  have  opened  up 
(The  poor  get  poorllar,  Soci- 
ety, February  26).  It  is  ftie  ex- 
p^ence  of  the  urban  commu- 
nities we  serve  that  poverty, 
not  just  of  income  but  of  op- 
portunity. is  a root  cause  not 
only  of  much  ill  health,  but 
also  ofinablUty  folly  to  bezte- 
fit  from  education,  traunbog 
and  such  new  Job  opportuni- 
ties as  may  be  created. 

Current  trends  are  contrib- 
uting to  a firsetured  socie^  In 
more  and  more  of  our 
fenow  ettiwM  are  being  both 
excluded  and  harmed,  azxl 
these  trends  must  be  reversed. 
That  requires  of  the  rest  of  us 
two  thftigs.  First,  a wfiling- 
ness  to  work  for  a more  stu- 
tainaUe  society  and  economy 
with  specific  programmes  of 
intervention  which  will  make 
for  Intiusive  communities,  ac- 
cepting to  at  this  will  reqmre 
increased  public  eaqieodlfore 
at  least  in  the  short  tenn. 

Secondly,  a reoogtutian  that 
urban  communities  them- 
selves have  an  essential  role  to 
^ay  in  urban  regeneretioo. 
On^  their  inctusion,  not  just 
in  special  projects  but  also  in 
main  iHxtgrainines,  can  make 
the  difference  and  overcome 
the  sense  tf  hopeless  p^s^ty 
towfaldiProftfeeldonreC^. 
Roger  Sainshury. 

Bishop  (^Banbu^. 

Rupert  Hoare. 

Bishop  of  Dudley. 

Laurie  Green. 

Bishop  of  BradwelL  - 
Tom  Batter. 

Bishop  (^'Leicester. 
Cliziatopher  Mayfield. 
Bishop  (Sr Manchester. 

John  Austlxi. 

Bishop  of  Aston. 

Aficbael  Langrish. 

Bishop  of  Birkmibead. 
ChordhofEn^laiul 
Urban  Bish(^’  Panel 
Church  Houw,  (3t  Smith  Street, 
London  SWlP  3NZ. 


The  je  he  sals  quo!  of  English 


SIMPLE  Step  towards 
#%eZiininatlng  l^rtain’s  em- 
barrassing mcmoglot  culture 
(Letters,  February  26)  would 
be  to  make  the  speaking  of  a 
second  EC  language  an  abso- 
lute entry  requirement  for 
higher  education.  If  toi«  Tiaj^ 
been  done  in  the  70s,  by  now 
we  would  have  in  penitiODs  of 
mfluence  educated  and  in- 
fomed  people  instead  of  ins- 
ular bigots.  Smidoyers  could 


do  their  bit  by  refusing  to  em- 
ploy  monoglots.  1 will  never 
employ  anyone  who  cannot 
speak  at  least  a little  German, 
french  or  Italian  The  Dutrii 
are  so  gcKxl  to  do  business 
with  because  they  have  the 
mental  flexlbQtir  that  comes 
from  speaking  more  tHan  one 
langiia^. 

Bernard  Thomas. 

15-Rock  Street, 

Brighton  BN2  INF. 


ril  fight  on  for  Derek  Bentley 

I WQU^  like  to  thank  every- 


one who  has  pbooed  or  writ- 
ten to  me  with  messages  of 
support  or  enconragement 
since  the  death  of  my  mother 
Iris  Bentley  last  moath.  They 
have  been  a source  of  great 
comfort  and  inspiration,  and  I 
have  been  overwhaimed  to 
bear  how  Iris  touched  the 
lives  of  many  hundreds  of 
people  she  had  never  met 
Just  as  my  mother  prom- 
ised her  parents  to  clear  Der- 
ek's name,  so  I liave  promised 
Iris  that  1 win  carry  on  the 
fight  until  we  win  a fun  par- 
don. Tbe  Home  OBice  may 
think  the  campaign  is  over.  1 
would  like  to  assure  tbmn 
that  I,  like  my  mother,  will 
never  give  up.  And  the  thou- 
sand letters  1 have  received 
Over  the  past  fortnight  are 
witztess  that  a sUent  majority 


baueves  in  Derek's 
and  16  waiting  for  justice  to  be 
done.  Forty  years  ago,  Iris 
stood  alone.  Today,  it  is  tbe 
Government  which  stands 
alone  in  refusing  to  aidmowl- 
edge  and  rectify  an  obvious 
wrong. 

Iris  did  everything  she 
could  to  clear  her  brother’s 
name  ex(tept  win  a pardon.  I 
appeal  to  tbe  Home  Office  to 
listen  to  tbe  fects,  listen  to  the 
we^t  of  public  opinion  and 
recommend  a pardon  in  my 
mother’s  memoiy. 

Maria  Bentiey. 

54  Christchurch  Road, 

London  SW19. 


Please  include  a full  postal 
address.  We  may  edit  letters: 
shorter  ortes  are  more  likely  to 
appear.  We  regret  we  <»nnot 
acknowledge  these  not  used. 


In  search  of  the  perfect  woman, 
whomever  he  might  be 

I 


T IS  depressing  predict- 
_able  that  a glut  of  "sex 
diange"  reports  in  the  tab- 
loids spark  a cynical 

reaction  — and,  as  so  often, 
the  author  takes  little  trouble 
to  doud  her  prejudice  with 
any  serious  consideration  of 
fee  fects  (Sometimes  it's  hard 
to  be  a woman,  Catherine 
Bennett,  February  26). 

It  is,  cd  course,  ariomatie 
for  fee  iiwanltghtonad  femi- 
nist toat-  all  transsexuals  are 
caricatures  of  femininity, 
worse  even  fean  transvestites 
who  at  least  recognise  the  im- 
mutefajUfy  of  their  maleness. 

How  dare  mere  ‘‘men’’  as- 
pire to  vremanhood  wife  noith- 
ing  more  than  “colourful 
blouses  and  ftowlng  scarves"? 
But  in  truth,  they  don’t  In- 
deed, at  least  30  per  cent  d 
tianssexualB  don't  .aq>!re  to 
be  wommi  at  all  but  are  con- 
vinced, despite  having  female 
bodies,  tiiat  they  are  men.  It 
is  so  easy  fbr  Mb  Bennett  to 
her  ge^er  for  granted, 
wife  no  incQDgniily  to  chal- 
lenge her  comptecency.  Are 
^toatural-boni''  women  wife 
ovarian  abmumalities  which 
render  them  unable  to  "expe- 
rience puberty, '(duldbirfe  or 
tbe  menopause"  similarly  to 
be  dismissed  as  deluded  men? 
Susan  MarshaU. 

Exeter  College, 

Oxford  0X1 3DP. 


IREMEMBBR  being  told  by  < 
■man  who  was  ab(mt  to  hav 


a 

have 

a sex  (feange  that  he  “kDew" 
be  was  “rally  a woman”  be- 
cause be  liked  doing  tbe 
bousewofe  and  dressing  up  in 
frilly  clothes.  I didn’t  know  a 
single  woman  who  liked 
eife^  of  fiioee  tilings.  To  this 
day  I know  preeiouB  few. 

The  root  of  the  transsexual 
dilemma  is  the  cultural  oppo- 
sition between  what  is  biolog- 
ically "female"  and  what  is 
considered  "feminine".  The 
fects  of  biological  ftenaleness 
— menstruatini,  clitoral  sex- 
uality, pregnant,  childbirth, 
lactation  — are  all  considered 
“onfeminine’’  and  a bit 
coarse.  The  transsexual  is 
buying  Into  femininify,  which 
is  quite  different  from 
femaleness, 

Alison  Page. 

Arnold  Avenue, 

Coventry  CV3. 

The  surgery  available  on 
the  NHS  is  so  Inadequate 
that  many  transsexuals  are 
left  with  essentially  male 
feces  and  bodies  whilst  des- 
perately wanting  to  be  ac- 
cepted by  s(wiety  at  large  and 
by  ourselves  as  womesn. 

Is  it  any  wonder  then  togt 
we  are  forced  to  focus  on  tbe 
few  things  we  can  still  change 
— "attitude  and  kit",  as  Cath- 


A Country  Diary 


erine  puts  tt?  More  often  than 
not  I’m  regarded  as  a woman, 
though  never  when  Fm  with- 
out this  “attitude  and  kit". 
This  is  not  a situation  of  my 
own  choosing  and  L a pre-op- 
erative transsexual,  most  cer^ 
tainly  do  not  regari  female- 
ness  as  residii^  in  these 
supeifteial  trappings. 
Kristina  Abbott. 

Leeds,  W Yorkshire. 

Bennett  suggests  that 
(male  to  female)  transsex- 
uals cannot  possibly  know 
what  ft  is  like  to  be  a woman. 
The  reason  she  gives  for  this 
is  timt  ‘it  would  be  hard  for 
most  womm^  to  say  what, 
ofeer  than  a sense  of  shared 
btotogical  destiny,  being  a 
woman  actually  feels  like". 

The  problem  with  this 
rfaim  is  tixat  if  she  cannot  be 
sure  what  being  a woman  is 
— and  Bennett  does  want  to 
reject  the  idea  that  there  is 
some  “female  essence"  — 
then  what  Justifies  her  In 
piaiminp  that  transsexuals 
cannot  be  women?  of 
course.  Bmmetl  wants  to  have 
her  cake  and  eat  it;  being  a 
woman  ^ apparently,  a mat- 
ter (tf^ ‘htologual  destiny*'. 

I assume  by  this  tiiat  she 
means  tbe  ^iUty  to  give 
birth.  Apart  from  being  an  es- 
sentialist  and  crudely  reduc- 
tionist rlaim.  it  ignores  the 
feet  that  giving  birth  is  not  a 
matter  (rf  destiny  at  all,  but  of 
either  choice  or  accident 
Tbe  point  is.  of  (tourse.  that 
it  is  impossible  to  ideiftify  the 
definite  conditions  of  being  a 
woman,  either  because  they 
win  he  too  minimal,  or  be- 
cause many  people  we  would 
like  to  identify  as  women  do 
not  satisfy  them  alL 
(Dr)  A 1 Macdonald, 
Phllosctoby  Department 
Lancaster  University, 
Lancaster  LAI  4YW. 

Modern  “Euro-Ameri- 
can" medicine  accepts 
that  a person  can  be  trapj^ 
in  the  wrong  sex,  and  win 
happily  for  a nice  little  earner 
change  anybody’s  sex  for 
them,  but  doctors  stfil  refuse 
to  extend  a hplplrtg  hand  to 
peixple  who  know  they  have 
been  bom  into  the  wrong 
^mcies. 

No-one  who  knows  that 
they  are  really  a (ihimapanzee 
or  a domestic  cat  (for  exam- 
ple) wm  get  any  Mnd  of  help 
ftom  tiie  medical  establish- 
ment 

It’s  an  outrage  that  must  be 
addressed.  Viva  transspe- 
Cians!  We  have  nothing  to 
lose  but  oixr  humanity  (we’ve 
already  lost  our  marbles). 

Liz  Curran. 

St  Maty’s  Road, 

London  NWio. 


SUMMER  ISLES:  A telephone 
call  to  Tanera  Mor  — a 
marine  island  off  UUaiKXd  — 
assured  me  that  postage 
stamps  are  still  sold  there  to 
enable  visitors’  letten  to  be 
taken  to  the  mainlgyal 
(jffice  at  Achiltibuie.  Having 
admired  the  first  stamps  I 
bought  on  the  Island  in  1V70 
— each  had  a map  of  fee 
Summer  Isles  with  a fish 
underneath  — I was  inter- 
ested to  see  if  any  more  wild- 
life stamps  had  hm'issued.  I 
was  informed  that  sevm^ 
issues  had  been  produ(|^ 
over  the  years  but  to  pur- 
chase them  I either  had  to  go 
to  tbe  island  or  contact  a 
stamp  bureau  in  Perth.  A 
week  later  the  wildlife 
arrived  In  the  post  and  If 
possible  they  are  even  finer 
than  tbe  1970  issue.  The  four 
butterfly  stamps  for  l08i  are 
by  Brian  Hax^’eaves  and  de- 
pict the  common  blue, 
pearl  bordered  fritillary, 
green  veined  white  and  la^ 
heath.  The  same  artist  pro- 
duced the  1983  M(uninals  Of 
*nie  Sea  which  depicts  an 
otter,  killer  whale,  bottle- 
nosed driiphine  and  grey 


although  the  seal  looks  as  if  it 
Is  (m  a strict  dieti  The  reason 
for  showing  these  mammals 

is  fee  feet  that  visitors  to  the 
Summer  Isles  tour  the 
by  boat  and  are  certalxdy 
likefy  to  see  the  dolphins  and 
grey  seals  although  fee  kiUer 
whale  is  less  likely  to  be  seen. 
The  otter  would  he  seen  by 
sheer  chance  although  this 
archipelago  has  some  of  the 
h^est  numbers  of  otters  La 
Britain.  My  favourite  issue  is 
the  birds  in  1980  but  tbis  is  to 
be  eiqiected  as  the  artist  is 
Robert  GUmour.  Tbe  arctic 
tern  is  in  flight  and  it  looks 
veiTr'  graceful  — a “sea  swal- 
low indeed  — whilst  fee  male 
and  female  red  breasted  mer- 
ganser are  so  rerii^  you 
can  imagino  tbe  ripple  of 
water  round  the  birds.  The 
four  gannets  are  aU  (living 
wife  wings  at  various  amdes 
whilst  the  three  barnacle 
geese  are  also  in  The 
last  two  stamps  Imve  a sln^ 
heron  in  the  shallows  and  a 
golden  eagle  on  a sea  clifL  if 
there  is  another  issue  this 
year  1 think  I will  go  to  the 
Island  to  collect  them. 

RAYCOtUSR 
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Diary 


Matthew  Norman 


The  poUtical  career  of 
Bin  Martin,  the 
Labour  councillor  In 
Bristol,  hangsby  a gossa- 
mer thread.  The  Cicero  of 
the  West  Country  was  up  be- 
fore the  beak  charged  Tvith 
headbottlttg  LibOem  depoty 
leader  John  Elely  at  Uie  end 
of  a debate,  observing:  “If 
you  make  another  comment 
Uke  that.  I wlU  rain  my  fist 
so  far  down  your  throat  yon 
win  need  to  pot  a tooth- 
brush op  yonr  arse  to  brush 
your  teeth.**  Alas,  the  sti- 
pendiary magistrate  was 
unimpressed  by  Mr  Mar- 
tin’s claim  ofs^-defbnce — 
that  Mr  Kiely,  a bespetdn* 
cled  white-haired  chap  like 
himself,  deliberately 
stepped  on  his  sandaDed 
and  gout-inflamed  leftfbot 
— and  fined  him  £500,  with 
£230  costs  (plus  £150 
compensation  for  Mr 
Siely’s  bruised  lip).  Mr 
Martin  asks:  “i^wcanl 
apologise  fbr  something 
thatl  don’t  believe  was  In- 
tentionalT**  R^onal 
Labonr  Party  chiefs  are  con- 
sidering disciplinary 
action.  We  plead  for  clem- 
ency. We  also  brace  our- 
selves fbr  the  rematch,  on 
Tuesday,  when  the  council 
meets  again.  Seconds  a way. 
gentleman,  round  two! 


Barely  a day  into  the 
Diary's  Hubert  Week 
— inaugurated  to 
maxk  the  incredible  &ct. 
given  the  extreme  scarcity 
of  the  name,  that  Bridge- 
water  snspect  Hnbert 
Spencer  murdeied  Hubert 
Wilkes— and  onr  first 
Hnbert  comes  forward.  Hn- 
bert Matthews  has  faxed 
over  his  letterhead,  and  a 
bottle  of  champagne  is  on  its 
way  to  him  in  Oxford.  There 
are  nine  more  bottles  on 
offer,  hut  whether  there  are 
enough  Huberts  to  eia*™ 
them  all  remains  in  doubt 


Why  should  blacks 
bother  to  vote? 


Telegraph  enfbrcer 
Boris  the  Jackal  John- 
son writes  of  a grow- 
ing feeling  that  the  govern- 
ment should  “show  some 
guts’’  and  create  new 
hereditary  peers.  ADschle- 
vonsly,  he  concludes  by  sug- 
gesting that  Edward  Heath 
be  made  Earlof  Sidcnp— 
the  title  held  by  Spode,  F G 
Wodehonse’s  black-shorted 
dictator  and  sometime  pur- 
veyor of  choice  ladies’ 
underwear.  Naught; 

Jackal  to  speak  so  of  your 
elders  and  betters.  “The 
Gnv’nor’s  gawn  out**  said 
the  Arthur  Milliard  sonnda- 
llke  when  1 called  to  remon- 
strate and  to  wonder  if  he’s 
had  a word  in  anyone’s 
shell-Ilke  about  a^titlefbr 
himself.  “He  don’t  needno 
title,  see.  cos  ’e’s  gawt  one 
already.”  And  what  might 
that  be?  “Down  my  way, 
they  call  him  baron,  which 
makes  him  lord  of  the  man- 
or, dnnnit?  Now  stop  poll- 
ing my  plonker,  son,  and 
sod  orfabt  of  it.'* 


I WAS  distressed  yester- 
day to  hear  my  old  fiiend 
Peter  Bottomley , the 
well-meaning  MP  for 
Eltham,  chatting  on  Diana 
MadlU’s  Radio  5 Live  show 
about  the  problems  of  being 
a political  spouse.  Poor 
Burnley  was  having  a moan 
about  a so-called  rival  (no 
names,  no  pack  drill;  you 
know  who  you  are,  TinMMB 
Diary)  contriving  three  in- 
accuracies against  Virginia 
in  recent  weeks.  We  all 
know  bow  dreodftil  diarists 
can  be,  but  it  wouldn’t  have  . 
hnrt  (and  no  one  likes  to 
talk  about  their  charity 
work  less  than  1 do)  for  a 
bit  of  balance,  he’d  men- 
tionedthatlastsummera  , 
certain  diarist  was  the  driv- 
ing force  behind  Burnley  i 
Relief.  Just  something  to 
bear  In  mind  for  the  future. 


TO  onr  second  fhvonrite 
New  Labour  weeny 
(Oo^  still  Number 
One,  despite  everything^  we 
say  “HeUoooor*.  David- 
John  Collins,  Cosunons 
researcher  and  onetime 
bombarder  of  liberal  papers 
with  letters  from  Ton- 
bridge  Wells,  is  back  with  a 
piece  in  the  New  Statesman 
about  the  sanctity  of  mar- 
riage. Bless  his  22-yeai>bld 
heart,  Deejay’s  prose  style 
ages  astonishingly.  Tradi- 
tional family  life . . .self- 
restn^t,  commitment  and 
self-sacrifice . . . stability, 
commitment,  loyalty,  fldel- 
ity,dnty. . .tothinkthis 
sort  of  guff  defeated  sane 
and  rational  ^nl  Johnson 
nnHi  late  middle  agel  “Mar- 
riage lies  at  the  heart  oflil^ 
era!  democracy,”  he  con- 
cludes. “The  time  has 
indeed  come  to  gdve  it  bade 
to  toe  people.  Take  it  ont  of 
toe  of  the  politically 

correct,  blah,  the  moral  rel- 
ativists, blah,  blah,  fem- 
inists, blaaaahhb . . 
Welcome  borne.  Deejay. 


Commentary 


Decca 

Aitkenhead 


There  are  plenty  of 
reasems  to  be  cheerful 
about  not  being  Ameri- 
can. most  of  which  are 
good.  of  them,  we  to 
thiwif  is  our  mai'vidlonsly  ma- 
ture attitude  to  race,  which 
seemed  to  be  reconfiimed  this 
week.  A black  &ritlsb  man  ap- 
pealing against  kia  bur^aiy 
conviction  had  taken  his  case 
to  the  European  Court  of 
Human  Rights. 

He  argued  that  as  the 
judge  knOT  that  a jiuor  was 
showing  “ladal  overtones”, 
yrt  bad  to  diCTnl<at 

either  the  memter  or  the  jury 
— the  conviction  was  un- 
sound. With  mutters  a cam- 
pa^D  against  aU-irtiite  juries 
£hr  rlAfetvIantg  tiirlring 

around  the  case,  Europe’s 
judges  had  a good,  bard  think. 
And  — u^iat  a rdieG  — they 
found  that  there  wasn’t  a 
problem  after  alL  it  had  just 
been  one  of  those  thingi^  and 
the  original  judge  had  handled 
It  “sensibly  and  correctly”. 

Ibe  OJ  tti^tinare,  itoere 
justice  lies  in  the  skin  of  the 
beholder,  receded  from  onr 
shores.  America  may  be 
twisted  into  racial  ferment, 


but  we’re  basically  OE  on  this 
one-  Hey.  even  some  of  the 
Ikdly  best  friends  are 
black  now.  If  s just  that  we 
know  the  figures  don’t  aoite 
add  up.  Ibe  pedke  win  keep 
stc^iplng  young  black  men  and 
Judges  win  keep  senthi^  them 
down.  And,  ^mngely,  ooloor- 

hlinri  Wrttatn  nnly  haa  aIt  wnn- 

whiteMFs. 

So.  Charter  88,  good  liberal 
worthies,  have  set  up  Opera- 
tion Black  Vote,  a fin^  outfit 
currmliy  *i«i«ht«g  around  tha 
country  persuading  blacks 
and  Asians  to  raster  and 
vote.  Only  half  of  Uaeks  voted 
in  the  last  election,  a 
quarter  were  not  even  regte- ! 
tered,  compared  to  6 per  cent 
of  whites.  Ibe  bla^  vote 
eoiild,  in  tiieory,  swing  more 
thaw  m mAfgifMi  seats,  fbr  an 
those  who  suspect  that  a Daily 
Man  campaign  for  Steplbesi 
Lawrence  does  not  make 
everything  OK,*  Operation 
HlaV»fc  Vote  IiVa  a 

spfendzd  idea. 

The  Labour  Party  seems  to 
think  eo  anrf  ha><^  approv- 
ing noises.  Of  those  blacks 
who  voted  last  time,  70  per 
cent  gave  Labour  their  siq>- 
port;  a snrvey  si^gested  that 
70  per  omt  of  Asians  win  vote 
ibr  them  this  time,  nils  sort  of 
support,  one  might  have 
thought  should  merit  some 
vhui  of  aCknoiriedgment  <m 
Laboor’s  part  of  black  voters’ 
particular  concems  — and  yet 
when,  a ibrtiUgbt  ago.  the 
party  selected  an  Aslan  to 
Bradford  West,  it  was  a 
candidate  who  does  not  *l)e- 


lieve”  in  ethnic  wmiUrfw*** 
“To  judj^  someone  by  their 
baemnmnd  is  rads^”  Marsha 
Sln^dedared.  see  myself 
as  a Bradfordian.” 

There  is  a weird  kind  of 
double-speak  ^dng  on  In  the 
liberal  account  of  race.  Either 
W8  are  ecdour-bliod,  in  whicb 
case  Ms  Singh  is  simply  a 
Brad&ffdian.  and  Operation 
Black  Vote  is  a waste  rtf  time, 
because  whm  does  it  matter 
whetb^  this  or 
group  is  represented?  Or  we 
are  not  — in  vtoich  case  eth- 
nio-minority  /-awfUrtwtee 
texDg  to  some  jarimr- 

Ities  and  interests  which 
whites  do  not  dlrecdy  shara. 

Ihe  andlence  wi^  gath- 
ered at  toe  Institute  of  Educa- 
tion in  Lixidoa  tius  week  at  an 
Operation  Black  Vote  nseting 
were  very  specific  about  their 
requirwnente.  They  were  un- 
ha^y  about  black  nnemploy- 
ment,  radst  policing  and  the 
Jostice  system.  Most  were  stn- 
denta,  will  be  AiigihiA  to 
vote  to  iha  general  election  for 
the  first  time  and  most  wanted 
to  know  like:  why 

we  bother?  A reason- 
aide  e*^’E**  (jnesticn,  awH  one 
the  pand  — Diane  Abbott  MP. 
a liberal  Democrat  PPG,  a 

pnblisimr  a journalist 

should  have  been  amply 
eqnipped  to  answer. 

Apparently,  these  young 
peo^  should  bother  because, 
wen.  they  should  Ifs  really 
important  just  to  “get  to- 
v6t^“.  The  best  Diane  Ab- 
bott— Diane  Abboti!  — could 
come  up  with  was  that,  if  they 


didn't,  then  the  Tories  might 
get  in  again,  University  stu- 
dents presumably  understand 
the  lo^c  of  a voting  system  — 
the  point  was,  why  should  a 
Labour  Party  whose  candi- 
dates deny  race  matters 
be  any  better? 

A spokesman  from  Swing 
the  Vote,  a group  similar  to 
Operation  Black  Vote,  co-host- 
ing the  event,  said  they  should 
“participate  in  the  process", 
as  could  involve  coming 
along  to  a ’fiance  fbr  democ- 
racy". Other  SQggestions  in- 
cluded ringing  up  the  BBC: 
this,  appanaitly.  would  fe^ 
really  “empowering”. 

Black  peiofAe  do  not  neglect 
to  participate  to  the  dono- 
eratic  process  because  th^ 
are  too  lazy  to  fill  out  a form. 
“Gett^  involved’’  is,  of  iteelt 
as  pointless  as  hnardiwp  a bus 
and  getting  off  where  you 
started;  being  on  toe  electoral 
RdL  like  a is  no  good  if  it 
doem’t  get  you  anywhere.  If 


Participate  in  the 
process -this 
could  involve 
coming  to  a dance 
fbr  democracy 

toe  pniitteai  parties  want  eth- 
nic votes  like  the  Dally  Mail 
wants  Stephen  Lawrence’s 
femily  — to  make  os  feel  like 
maybe  race  is  no  big  deal  — 
we  should  hardly  be  surprised 
if  they  don’t  get  them. 

Afterwards,  the  young  man 
from  Swing  the  Vote  de- 
scribed thA  problem  of  getting 
bls^  celebrities  to  support 
the  project  It  might  be  nice, 
he  laughed,  to  imApinA  that 
they  aH  say  no  because  they 
feel  there  is  no  problem  to  be 
tostead,  they  define 
fbr  far  of  being  teht>ii«»d  “mi- 
nority” voices,  always  bang- 
ing on  about  race.  That  black 
voter  apathy  Ahmiid  be  dan- 
gertms  territory  for  them,  yet 


a cosy,  conscience-soothing 
exercin  for  groups  like  Char- 
ter ^ tells  us  all  we  need  to 
know  about  colour-blindness 
in  Britain. 

A study  published  earlier 
this  month,  by  the  Institute 
for  Public  P(^'  Research, 
found  that  just  6 per  cent  cf 
whites  think  people  in  Britain 
are  not  prejudiced  against  eth- 
nic minorities;  a third  thought 
most  people  would  mind  If  a 
dose  relative  were  to  marry  a 
black  or  Asian;  one  in  five 
thought  the  Race  Relations 
Act  had  been  a “bad  idea". 

Yet  when  it  was  announced 
last  month  that  a black  Ameri- 
can academic  would  be  giving 
this  year’s  BBC  Reito  lectures, 
and  that  she  would  be  taking 
issue  with  the  notion  of 
colour-blindness,  there  w*as  no 
end  of  toss  about  her  “Tacist" 
theories. 

One  might  easily  have  as- 
sumed from  all  the  beat  that 
she  would  be  saying  some- 
thing really  radical;  that 
colour-blindness  was  a flawed 
ideal,  perhaps,  so  thanks, 
everyone,  for  trying  to  be 
colour-blind,  but  we’ve 
changed  our  mind  now,  and 
you  can  stop  bothering.  That 
kind  of  daring  might  bave  ex- 
plained the  furore. 

Patricia  Williams  ddivered 
her  first  lecttire  on  Tuesday. 
We  discovered  that  her  “con- 
troversial" thesis  suggested 
nothing  more  than  that  we 
still  notice  the  colour  of 
people’s  skin. 

Jt  is  not  enough  tor  liberals 
to  nod  sadly  and  agree.  It 
might  be  more  useful  to  think 
of  something  to  say  to  the  man 
standing  patiently  at  the  back 
of  the  meeting  on  Wednesday. 

“Why  should  we  keep  on 
relying  on  the  system  and  giv- 
ing them  our  votes?"  he  en- 
quired. “Why  shouldn’t  we  get 
out  on  toe  streets?" 

The  panel  smiled  thinly, 
said  a little  more  about  what 
Jim  it  is  to  get  involved  and 
moved  swiftly  on. 

Peter  Preston's  Commentary 
will  now  appear  on  Mondays 


It  won’t  ever 
beaworldof 
replicants 


Mark  Steel 


Right  to  be  left 

Italy’s  leftwing  government  is  reforming  public  finances  and  beating  inflation.  And 
the  markets  are  backing  it.  Walter  Veltroni  argues  it  can  be  a model  forTony  Blair 


INE  months 
ago.  a new  gov- 
ernment took 
over  In  Italy  — 
a government 
created  by  the 
QUve  Tree  coalition,  a group 
of  political  movements  made 
up  of  rhp  democratic  left, 
reformist  Catholics  and  envi- 
ronmentalists. It  was  a first 
for  Italy  and  a novdlty  that 
this  govemmrat  would  be 
leading  the  country  Stir  an 
entire  legislature,  a period  of 
five  years.  This  might  appear 
normal  in  toe  UE  or  France 
— but  not  to  Italy. 

My  country  has  gone 
throu^  long  decades  of  ]^ti- 
cal  tostabUity,  vrtilch  has  be- 
come more  and  nuare  costly 
for  an  cirtaens.  Not  surpris- 
ing, public-finance  accounts 
have  dramatlcaDy  worseaed, 
the  lira  has  bera  devalued 
several  times,  workers  and  cit- 
iwtrm  tocreasii^ty  lack  confi- 
dence In  the  state,  and  toe 
quality  of  public  seevioes  has 
continuous  deteriorated. 

Romano  Prodi’s  Olive  Tree 
government  has  Inherited  a 
country  which  needs  to  find  a 
new  eot^deoce  in  itself  to 
manage  its  resources  better 
and  to  Stimulate  the  economy. 
A country  in  need  of  vast 

structural  reforms. 

It  has  not  been  an  easy  task. 
In  these  first  months  of  gov- 
exximent,  our  top  priority  has 
been  to  cut  consumer  infla- 1 
tioo.  We  have  iznfdemented 
tou^  fiscal  policies.  We  have 
Introduced  a strong  check  on 
public  expenditure.  Positive 
results  are  already  evident 
Today  infiatinn.  at  24  per 
cent  is  half  what  it  was  last 
i^rlL  The  markets  have  sup- 
ported the  government’s  pub- 
liofinance  decisions. 

Our  cnrrency  has  strength- 
ened relative  to  the  main 
European  currencies;  the  lira 
has  been  back  in  the  EMS  for 
a few  mmths.  Longterm  in- 
terest rates  have  feUen  and 
stand  today  at  around  ? per 
cent  The  interest-rate  differ- 
ential with  tile  German  Bund 
has  shrunk  frtun  460  basis 
points  to  ' April  1996  to  160 
basis  points  today. 

Our  public  acconnb  are 
clearly  improving.  Italy’s  pri- 
mary surplus  is  close  to  4 per 
cent  of  (3DP.  No  otho:  major 
European  country  can  show 
such  results.  Nonetheless,  no- 
body within  the  ^^venunent 
thinVa  toat  OUT  fl^t  agautet 
puUUc-finanoe  Instability  is 
ova.  We  are  not  pursuing  the 
readjuetmeitt  of  our  budget 
only  In  ord^  to  satisft^  the 
Maastricht  criteria.  Rather. 
this  is  a commitment  the  new 
government  has  made 
towards  younger  generations 
whose  fixture  cannot  be  made 
dependent  on  the  burden  cf 
pvfolic  debt  And  it  is  a pact 
signed  with  the  workers  and 
the  social  classes  that  the  left 
has  traditionally  defended, 
who  can  only  lose  in  terms  of 
employment  and  purchastog 
power  because  of  irresponsi- 
ble economic  policies. 

We  have  clearly  disproved 
the  Italian  right’s  claim  that 
our  government  meant  cur^ 
rency  turmoQ,  capital 
inflation  and  instability.  The 
opposite  has  happened. 

The  goal  of  ftiB  political  and 
economic  stability  has  not 


toe  right  balance  between  toe 
state  and  toe  markeu  I have 
always  thought  that  respon- 
sible governments  as  is  the 
case  with  the  Prod!  govern- 
ment or  the  Clinton  adminis- 
tration — can  hdp  the  market 
to  function  better,  to  become 
stronger  and  to  avoid  those 
excesses  that  sometimes 
weaken  from  the  inside  confi- 
dence in  market  mettoanisms. 


VERY  Often,  even 
in  Italy,  the 
state’s  role  to  the 
social  and  eco- 
nomic sphere  is 
questioned.  I am 
more  pragmatic.  1 can  see  that 
toe  state’s  contribution  to 
growth  and  devdopment  can 
be  very  strong.  Sdiools.  de- 
fence of  toe  euviromnent, 
social  protection,  active 
labour  policies,  defence 
against  monopolies  — all 
toese  can  tocrease  and  empha- 
sise toe  maikefs  capacity  to 
allocate  resources  eBclently. 

The  Italian  experience  of 
the  last  ntoe  months  demon- 
strates that  a good  govern- 
ment helps  the  markets,  citi- 
zens and  firms.  I believe  that 
tins  is  also  the  true  meaning 
of  the  challenge  Tony  Blair 
has  launched  with  greai  de- 
termination to  Britaim 
The  tight  link  between  gov- 
ernment and  markets  is  toe 
key  to  tackling  the  many  chal- 
lenges of  the  coming  years 
successfiiUy.  These  ye^  will 
mean  a deeper  economic  inte- 
gration, and  will  stress  the 
I market's  capacity  to  transfer 
I infonnatioD  and  move  uivest- 
' meats  to  seconds.  TTiey  wifl 
I be  years  when  some  of  the 
j most  important  powers  in  the 
! bands  of  nations  will  gradu- 
I ally  erode  and  comjtetition 
! from  market  liberalisation 
I and  toe  emergence  of  new 
countries  will  mean  new 
risks  — of  marginalising 
groupa,  of  downward  pres- 
sure on  wages,  of  toe  birth  of 
a new  underclass. 

I believe  that  all  these  new 
rhaiionpiMt  ran  be  better  met 
by  those  who  have  a prag- 
matic view  of  the  relation 
between  the  state  and  toe 
market  For  example,  the  wel- 
fare state  has  to  be  changed.  It 
must  become  something  other 
than  a mere  passive  defence 
of  mUiinng  of  people,  It  must 
become  a new  instrument  for 
the  attainment  of  equal  op- 


been  completely  reached.  But 
the  road  we  are  following  is 
toe  right  one.  The  greater  our 
determinatioa,  the  greater 
will  be  tiie  advantages — even 
in  the  short-tenn  — for  mil* 
lions  of  Italians  who  have 
paid  very  high  prices  to 
regain  monetary  stability. 
’The  higher  our  pdicies'  cred- 
ibility. the  higher  the  proba- 
bility of  participating  to  the 
firoDt  row  as.the  new  Europe 
is  built  And  let  me  remind 
you  bow  rdevant  and  crucial 
the  role  of  Italy  has  always  ; 
been  in  European  integration.  | 
However,  a reformist  gov- ' 
ernment  cannot  limit  Its^  to  | 
good  — albeit  necessary  — I 
results  in  its  finannlal  peXfoT- 
wianw*_  It  must  puraue  other 
goals  if  it  aims  to  increase  its 
citiaens'  quality  of  life.  These 
goals  ara  a stronger  growth  cf 
income  and  emploirment. 
more  efiCicimt  public  adminis- 
tration. modern  schooling,  a 
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clean  environment,  and 
equality  of  oppmtunities. 

We  are  acting  to  Implement 
structural  refnms.  founded 


The  Olive  Tree  government 


has  begun  to  introduce  signif-  portunities  and  for  support- 


We  are  acting  to  Implement  iczmt  reforms  to  many  social  ing  the  labour  maiicet  In  this 
structural  refnt^  founded  and  ectmomic  fitids.  From  toe  wi^,  a country  can  unify  the 
on  the  principles  itfdecentral-  privatisation  efbig  state  hold-  drive  to  Innovation  that  toe 
isation  and  administrative  ings  to  new  investment  in  market  guarantees  with  the 

simplification.  The  history  of  culture  and  education;  from  certainty  that  society  will 
Italy  is  one  of  cities,  repub-  ^ving  incentives  to  non-  keep  a high  degree  of  cohe- 
lics,  local  autonomy,  it  has  pr^t  activities  to  the  ere-  slon.  ft  would  be  a great  mis- 
b^  a Journey,  with  atlon  of  a “civil  service"  al-  take  on  our  part  if  even  a 


Italy  is  one  of  cities,  repub- 
lics, local  autonomy,  it  has 
been  a difficuU  Journey,  with 
divislcm  and  rivalries.  But  it 


certainty  that  society  will 
keep  a high  degree  of  cohe- 
sion. ft  would  be  a great  mis- 
take on  our  part  if  even  a 


divislcm  and  liwdries.  But  it  ternative  to  compulsory  small  number  of  our  citizms 
has  been  an  extraordinary  recruiting;  from  new  roles  felt  they  were  not  a Intimate 
one.  rich  in  traditions  and  governing  Immigration  to  a part  tfour  democracies’ great 
cultures,  smnethliig  you  can  vast  'reform  of  our  schools,  adventure. 

feel  by  walktog  in  the  streets  These  reforms  show  how  

of  onr  cities.  We  ^ve  to  take  much  rigonr,  stability.  Walter  veltroni  is  Italy's  deputy 
our  history  into  account  change  and  grov^  depend  on  prime  minister 


feel  by  walktog  in  the  streets 
of  onr  cities.  We  have  to  take 
onr  history  into  account 
when  om:  centralised  state 
reveals  its  problems  of  Ineffi- 
ciency, low  transparency,  dis- 
tance from  its  citizens,  our 
strategy  is  to  give  more  pow- 
ers to  cities  and  regions 
while,  at  tite  same  time,  cut- 
ting tape  drastically  and 
simplifying  toe  relation  be- 
tween citisens.  firms  and  pub- 
lic admlnistratioa. 


Passing  the  Torch 


CAN  there  be  an>thing 
at  all  in  this  world 
whicb  is  less  wonylng 
than  toe  cloning  of  sheep? 
The  whole  point  of  sheep  is 
that  they  are  all  identical.  So 
who  is  going  to  notice?  Will 
anybody  ever  walk  past  a 
field  and  think:  “Hang  on  — 
toat  one  ninth  from  the  left 
looks  unnaturally  similar  lo 
the  one  in  the  top  right-hand 
corner'7 

“Ah.”  fret  the  omics,  “but 
where  will  it  all  end?"  — as 
they  do  with  every  mcdtcaJ 
discoven'-  I'm  sure  the  day 
penicillin  was  invented  there 
was  someone  on  Newsnight 
sa.ving;  “Weil,  it  may  son  off 
with  a sickly-lasting  liquid 
that  saves  your  life,  but  it’s 
bound  to  end  up  with  scien- 
tists creating  r>0  foot  tall  cy- 
bermen  that  can  make  them- 
selves invisible  so  toey  can 
take  over  the  world." 

What  worries  people  like 
David  .Alton  MP  is  that  we’re 
meddling  with  what  is  natu- 
ral. which  is  why  he  is  back- 
ing the  Vatican's  "urgent  .ap- 
peal to  humanity"  that 
human  beings  have  the  right 
to  be  born  in  a human  way. 

But  what  does  the  Vittican 
know  about  being  natural? 
The  Pope  should  try*  leaving  a 
baby  in  the  wilds  with  no 
outside  influences,  and  see 
which  comes  instinctively  to 
it  first;  transubstantiation  or 
tossing  itself  off.  God  must 
look  at  Catholics  and  think: 
“What  are  you  doing,  you 
idiots?  That’s  what  I gave 
you  those  bits /or." 

The  Republican  senator 
Christopher  Bond,  of  Klis- 
souri.  is  another  who  has 
called  for  all  research  into 
cloning  to  stop,  calling  it  "un- 
ethical and  morally  repre- 
hensible". 1 wonder  how 
moral  he  would  find  it  if 
scientists  announced  that 
from  now  on  they  were  only 
carrying  out  research  ap- 
proved of  to  toe  Bible,  and  to 
start  with,  they  were  work- 
ing out  bow  to  turn  someone 
into  a pillar  of  salt. 

There  are  also  those  who 
fear  human  cloning,  because 
of  "What  might  happen  if  the 
technology  got  in  the  wrong 
bands".  But  unless  you  could  i 
also  clone  someone’s  exact  | 
experiences,  what  difference  i 
would  it  make?  If  a mad  sci- 
entist cloned  Mussolini  and 
brought  up  bis  product  in  ' 
Surrey,  he’d  be  sure  to  end  i 
up  extremely  disappointed, 
screaming;  "Never  mind  tak- ' 
tog  up  watercolours,  w'ben 
are  you  going  to  march  on 
Rome,  you  Cat  bald  bastard?" 

Much  of  the  panic  over 
cloning  is  a result  of  the 
many  reports  in  recent  years 
that  scientists  bave  almost 


located  the  gene  which 
makes  us  rrimliinls,  gay.  vio- 
lent or  fond  of  cats.  But  how 
obvious  does  it  need  to  be 
that  none  of  these  things  ore 
determined  by  genes?  If 
crime  is  caused  by  a gene, 
why  don’t  you  get  wealthy 
businessmen  at  their  annuo! 
general  meeting  .«aying;  “Mr 
Chairman,  I would  like  to 
propose  that  in  the  forthcom- 
ing ye.tr  we  invest  5 per  cent 
of  our  assets  in  the  profitable 
area  of  hanging  around 
muUi-siorey  enr  p.'trks.  nick- 
ing stereos  and  flogging  (hem 
to  n bloke  on  a dodgy*  market 
stall  for  a tenner." 

(.Though  it  would  bo  inter- 
esting to  see  how  the  courts 
dealt  with  demonstrators 
saying:  ‘Tin  terribly  sorry, 
your  honour,  but  what  uxiuld 
1 do?  It  was  my  ihrow'ing- 
rubble-at-the-pullce  gene 
plaviDg  up  .igain.") 

.And  if  there’s  a gene  to 
make  us  gay  or  straight,  how 
do  you  gee  so  many  people 
who  Stan  out  one  way  before 
ch.inging  lo  the  other?  The 
iistiai  answer  is  “social  pres- 
sures can  override  this 
gene."  which  must  make  it 
the  weediest  gene  in  the 
whole  body.  Other  genes  give 
us  big  feet  or  baity  backs  and 
there's  nothing  we  can  do 
about  it,  but  six  weeks  al 
Elton  and  the  heterosexual 
gene  is  ready  to  keel  over  and 
surrender  in  the  shower  after 
rugby. 

Besides,  this  rese.*irch 
u-ouid  only  be  undertaken  by 
people  who  considered  there 
to  an  Important  dividing 
line  between  gays  and 
straights.  Why  is  there  no 
research  into  whether  some 
men  have  a "prefer  tall 
women"  gene,  or  if  Patsy 
Kensit  h.ts  got  an  "only  go 
out  with  rock'slars"  gene? 

So  cloning  as  social  engi- 
neering is  impossible.  A baby 
cloned  from  an  Italian  and 
brought  up  in  England  would 
not  grow  up  loving  opera, 
brilliant  at  football  and  un- 
able to  make  a decent  cup  of 
lea.  IT  you  cloned  Englishmen 
and  brought  them  up  in  Rus- 
sia. they  wouldn't  all  end  up 
saying  to  toe  psyrhologisL  "I 
get  this  terrible  urge  to  put 
three  sticks  in  the  ground 
and  throw  a ball  at  them. 
And  the  worst  thing  is  I al- 
ways miss.’’ 

Cloning  could  never  be 
more  than  preserving  certain 
physicoJ  elements,  although 
even  then  toe  outcome  de- 
pends largely  on  what  the 
carrier  does  tvith  them. 
Clone  someone  with  the  build 
of  a heavyweight  boxer,  stick 
them  in  the  (fonservative 
Part)'  for  a couple  of  decades 
and  you  end  up  with  Nicho- 
las So^es. 

With  or  without  cloning,  a 
world  in  which  billions  of 
people,  each  with  vastly  dif- 
ferent characteristics,  living 
out  unpredictable  lives,  is  as- 
sured. Though  we  bave  to 
keep  a watcMul  eye  on  cer- 
tain institutions,  the  Vatican 
and  the  Republh^  Party  for 
example,  who  like  nothing 
more  than  to  make  a pro- 
nouncement and  w'atch  their 
flock  follow  like  sheep. 
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You  wouldn’t  hold 
an  England 
Rugby  International 
anywhere 
but  Twickenham. 

‘firickenham  is  to  English  Ru^n;  as  the 
Internationa]  Comention  Centro,  Birmingham 
is  to  business  meeting^. 

^bu  could  go  clsewfterc  but,  understandably, 
vou  want  the  best. 

The  ICC  has  it  all.  Fantastic,  modem  facilities, 
outstandin{>  quality  of  serrice,  ease  of  access  and 
remarkable  value  for  monev: 

One  trv,  and  our  clients  are  converted.  So 
before  you  arrange  vcjur  next  conference  or 
meeting,  call  0121  200  2000  mtbwatwnal 

toda\: 
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The  Ultimate  Convention  Centre 

International  Convention  Centre 
Broad  Street  Birmingham  B1  2EA 


10  OBITUARIES 

Oscar  Lewenstein 


TiM  Friday  February  28 1991 


At  the 
Court 
of 

Oscar 


OSCAR  Lewen- 
stein, who  has 
died  at  the  age  or 
80,  summed  up  his 
liihloDg  credo  in 
the  four-word  title  of  his  1994 
autobiography  — Kicking 
Against  the  Pricks.  The  first 
sentence  dryly  silences 
outraged  response  by  explain- 
ing: “My  title  is  taken  from 
the  Bibik  Acts  cf  the  Aposttes, 
Giopterk  VerseS," 

So  all  encompassing  was 
his  career  that  there  can't  be 
many  people  in  theatre,  fQm 
or  television  who  have  not 
been  connected  in  some  w^ 
with  Oscar’s  entrepreneurial 
activities.  From  his  early 
yesus  as  general  manager  of 
the  Unity  Theatre  in  London 
and  the  Royal  Court  Theatre 
before  the  Ehi^Ush  Stage  Com- 
pany was  formed  in  1956.  to 
the  last  film  of  which  he  was 
executive  producer  in  1994, 
Rita,  SueandBob  7bo,hewas 
a prolific  West  End  theatre 
producer  and  film  producer. 
He  wotited  with  Tmiy  Rich- 
ardson and  John  Osborne’s 
n^y-formed  Woodfall  Films 
on  The  Entertainer,  Saturttay 
Night  and  Sunday  Morning,  A 
Taste  cf  Hony,  and  Albert 
Finney's  Oscar-winning  Ttm 
Jones. 

But  peihaps  most  fomousty 
he  is  the  man  who  incorporat- 
ed the  English  Stage  Com- 
pany. with  Bonald  Doncan. 
and  so  laid  the  foundation 
which  under  the  artistic  di- 
rectorship of  George  Devine 
and  Tony  Richardson  estab- 
lished the  legend  of  the  Royal 
Court  in  Sfoane  Square.  He  is 
an  indispensible  part  ct  the 
Royal  Court  story  and  has 
ph^ed  many  parts  onder  its 
roof  during  his  long  career  — 
as  general  manager,  member 
of  councQ.  chairman,  co- 
(nnduoer  of  many  produc- 
tions, and  fitim  1970  to  1973  its 
artistic  director. 

For  half  a century  he 
worked  with  some  of  the  most 
innovative  actors,  writers,  di- 
rectors and  designers.  Fbr  me 
he  has  joined  the  sad  roU-call 
of  lost  friends  and  colleagues 
with  whom  1 will  always  asso- 
ciate him.  among  them 
George  Devine.  John  Os- 
borne. Lindsay  Anderson, 
and  Tony  Richardson. 

Oscar  was  bom  in  Hackney 
of  Russian  Jewish  parents 
who  were,  as  he  said,  “refu- 
gee Own  anti-semiUsm."  His 
childhood  was  spent  In  a 
house  on  the  beach  In  Hove 
and  on  the  Isle  of  Wight  But 
by  the  age  of  14  he  was  back  in 
London.  His  fother’s  business 
in  plywood  and  laminated 
plastic  had  collapsed  and  the 
family  were  reduced  to  living 
in  virtual  poverty  in  a Stoke 
Newington  basement  flat 
It  w'as  the  l930s.  Mosley’s 
Blackshirts  were  marching, 
unemployment  was  on  the 
rise  and  so  was  Hitler.  Oscar 
read  the  Marxist  classics  and 


fired  by  socialist  ideals  joined 
protest  marches  and  demon- 
straticms,  sure  that  capitalism 
was  on  its  last  legs. 

His  political  and  social  edu- 
cation continued  when  he 
joined  the  army  in  1940.  He 
was  classified  as  grade  “c“ 
and  assigned  to  work  on  the 
borne  front  teaching  illiter- 
ates to  read  and  write.  He 
edited  a wall  newspaper  and 
matured  fbst  educating  him- 
self by  reading  Bn^ish,  Rus- 
sian and  French  literature. 
He  writes  in  his  autobiogra- 
phy that  this  was  the  tiw««»  he 
realised  he  could  organise, 
function  well  at  meetings  and 
manage  disparate  groups  c£ 
people.  “This  gave  me  tiie 
confidence  to  make  my  own 
decisions  about  plays  and 
films  when  I came  to  produce 
them." 

After  the  war  he  became 
manager  of  the  left-wing 
Dhity  Theatre.  It  there  that  he 
met  his  wife  Eileen,  a patter 
“with  wonderfully  bushy 
brown  hair”  who  “gave  the 
^pearance  of  fantastic  effi* 
dency”.  Art  and  artists  were 
very  necessary  to  his  well- 
being. He  was  most  relaxed 
appreciating  or  tannwg 
about  art  He  was  a great  col- 
lector of  books,  prints  and 
paintings  and  couldn’t  pass  a 
gallery  without  taifing  a look. 

Perhaps  because  he 
couldn’t  do  it  he  felt 

most  fulfilled  trtien  he  &a- 
ahled  otbera  to  practise  their 
art  Zfe  created  (vportunities 
for  others  to  be  creative.  The 
list  of  plays  and  players  he 
chose  to  produc»  and  cham- 
pion is  ooDslstentiy  idiosyn- 
cratic, subversive  and 
stmnped  with  his  inb^rity 

and  dlacamiTMifit 

He  went  to  Berlbi  and  per- 
suaded Berthcdt  Brecht  to  let 
Joan  Littlewood  produce 
Mother  Ooura^  at  Stratford 
East  and  took  It  to  the  Devon 
FestlvaL  It  was  a flop.  Bat  the 
Sunday  Tlznes’  Handd  H<fo- 


OsearLewenatdn ...  vital  part  of  tile  legend  of  Sloane  Square 


son  wrote  later  tiiat  “tbe  the- 
atrical revolution  usually 
associated  with  the  Roy^ 
Coivt  Theatre  really  b^an  in 
the  ^leen’s  Hall,  Barnstaple, 
Devm,  wttb  the  first  British 
professional  production  of  a 
play  by  Brecht” 

He  took  iq>  ttie  banner  of 
social  rhange  and  alternative 
theatre  and  marched  w^  it 
where  Joan  Littlewood  could 
not  and  did  not  want  to  go  »■ 
the  West  End.  There  was  no 
managar  than  in  the  ISSOs 
who  would  stage  Kecbt  on 
the  West  End  stage  ansnbsl- 
dised.  This  was  preRoyal 


Shakespeare  Ckurysny.  pm- 
National  Theatre.  And  as  if 
one  play  wasn’t  enou^  he  did 
tiiree.  Ihe  Threeptswy  (^tent, 
Baal,  with  Peter  O’Toole, 
directed  by  BUI  Gaskill.  and 
StnrU  Joan  the  StodsyardS, 
directed  by  Tony  Richardson, 
tbaae  last  two  botii  designed 
by  Jocelyn  Herbert 
His  creative  spirit,  his 
tenacity  and  the  artistic  satis- 
faction he  got  fircHn  putting  on 
a play  can  be  sensed  fiom  his 
comments  on  watching  a per- 
formance of  Saint  Joan  of  the 
Stockyards.  ‘The  aritics  hated 
it  But  for  me  the  production 


Wolf  Mankowitz  with  Oscar  Lewenstein  (ciilit)  in  1959 
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by  Tony  Rlehardsou  witii  Jo- 
celyn Herbert's  fine  decor 
was  one  of  the  most  eojoyalde 
I have  ever  had  a hand  in. 
The  most  openly  Marxist  of 
all  Brecht’s  pia;^  to  have  it 
playing  in  the  Oneen’s 
Theatre  in  the  very  heart  of 
the  West  End  was  a Joy  I shall 
not  for^  What  an  heroic 
piece  it  is.  Poetic  and  heroic. 
It  only  lacked  a working  dass 
audience  to  ^oy  it” 
hik  entiinsiasm  is  all  there. 
Enthosiasm  was  his  consis- 
tent attitude.  When 
weren’t  so  good  he  made  you 
feel  th^d  -improve.  What 
mattered  was  that  things 
were  on  tbe  right  lines.  If  they 
weren't  totally  adiieved  it 
wasn't  the  end  of  the  world. 
The  attempt  was  tbe  impor- 
tant thing.  The  human  thmg. 

you  failed  in  the  attempt 
that  was  still  adtievemeoL  In 
that  he  was  both  subscriber 
and  practitioner  of  tbe  Royal 
Court  ethic,  “Qie  right  to 
fen.”  first  expressed  by  Tcmy 
Richardson  and  taken  up  by 
George  Devine.  S tbe  Court 
bad  had  a crest  wife  a fiunily 
motto,  'Tlie  right  to  fell” 
wotild  have  been  it 
He  did  not  ooZy  produce 
“wortl^  Bdiures”  of  course.  He 
had  his  commensal  successes, 
notaUy  BiJfy  Lkr  by  Willis 
and  E^  Waterhouse, 
directed  by  Lindsay  Anderaon 
wife  Albert  Finn^  and  later 
Tom  Courtenay  as  Bi^. 

He  didn’t  like  to  be  contra- 
dicted or  wrong  about  tilings. 
Ifhe  was  be'dfiown  and  pout 
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pgtTiiant  with  MwiKAif,  know- 
ing he'd  eventually  have  to 
pdmtt  hft’d  been  mistaken 
and,  even  worse,  apologise.  It 
could  take  a day.  a week,  or 
longer,  for  gracious  acce]^ 
tance  to  return.  And  when  it 
did  of  course,  you  felt  temble. 
You  wished  he’d  been  ri^t 
aU  along.  Humble  Oscar  was 
hard  to  take. 

By  the  same  token,  it  was 
no  fim  playing  chess  with 
him.  More  like  an  exercise  in 
^-harafffPi-  buHdJllg.  If  yOU 
moved  a piece,  let  go  of  It 
changed  your  mind  asked 

to  take  it  back  and  make  a 
different  move,  he'd  say  no. 
But  if  be  did  Ukewise.  retrac- 
tion was  automatic.  He'd 
make  his  alternative  move 
without  saying  a word  Urea 
look  up  surprised  and  say, 
**You  don't  mind,  do  you?” 
You  did  but  said  you  didn't 
frowned,  pouted  and  lost 
again.  He  was  a strong  player 
and  usually  won  but  ifhe  bad 
an  off  day  and  you  bad  tbe 
advantage,  put  his  king  in 
cbedE  or  inadvertently  won  a 
game,  he  was  destroyed.  Be 
could  be  very  generous.  He 
once  gave  me  a computer 
chess  set  to  improve  my 
game,  m have  to  use  it  now. 
It  won’t  be  tbe  same. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife 
Eileen  and  tvro  sons. 


DrmaM  Hownrth 


Oscar  Lewenstein,  impresario, 
bom  January  18. 1917;  died  Feb- 
ruary 23, 1997 


Littlewood  on  Lewenstein 


OSCAR  Lewenstein. 

Where  can  I turn  now, 

Oscar?  m this  battered 
world,  you  were  my  oasis. 
To  sit  with  you.  discussing 
<me's  latest  projectr  muRing 
over  ihilures,  exchanging 
idPflP,  titles  of  books,  old  and 
new.  some  just  discovered, 
others  suddenly  remembered, 
and  to  epjoy  the  latest  stones 
of  our  many  mutual  ftlends  or 
our  memories,  t^  has  been 
one  of  tiie  rare  pleasures  of  my 
life  tranquillltyi  there  in 

your  sitting  room  looking  out 
over  the  r^ess  sea. 

From  the  moment  one  - 
entered  your  bouse  the  world 
was  transformed:  It  was  quiet 
harmonious — paintings  lined 

the  wails,  precious  for  the 

pleasure  gave  you  and 

your  pntle  wife  Eileen.  ”My 
fevoi^te  woman,”  you  called 
her.  On  the  stairs  more  works 
of  art  mobiles  and  cow  bells 
rtarigiing  in  tbewcU  ofthe 
stairs.  I could  never  resist  - 
flicking  them  into  life;  and 
through  open  doorways, 
rooms  lined  with  books.  You 
were  a great  ctdlector.  Eileen'S 
pottery  gleamed  like  the  peb- 
bles cm  the  headi  outside  and 


ftiinTcy  cats  would  inspi'Ct  >'ou. 
The  lady  of  the  houAO  would 
quietly  join  its  as  wp  sm  tak- 
ing tea. 

You  were  a eounju'ous  t»n- 
treprenenr  Orrar.  and  yon  bad 
an  eyr  for  the  unusual  ex'cnt.  Z 
rmnemberhow  >*ou  preM‘nti'd 
the  work  of  ^rdon  Pa.vk,  thi' 
romantic  tybr-Hirtlclan.  K^»w 
producers  would  have  tniKtwl 
that  wild  creature  with  his 


new  ideas.  You  staged  hLs 
musi-cokmr  in  which  strands 
of  colour  matched  tbe  music. 

You  were  a wise  man,  yet 
you  gave  your  life  to  the 
theatre.  Q«m  the  tough  street 
of  Gla^^am'  Un  Ity 
Theatre  which  you  supported 
to  the  ^oty  of  WoodCdl's  film 
Tom  Jonss. 

Joan  Littlewood 


Mankowitz  on  Lewenstein 


WHEN  we  met  In  the 
late  1950$  Oscar 
Lewenstein  was  man- 
aging  the  Tgmhaaay  Theatre, 
Swiss  Cottage.  There  we  pro- 
dD^ed  The  World  of  ^oton 
Afewhem.  vtiiich  was  success- 
ful, though  hardly  a financial 
COUP  de  theatre:  Our  director 
was  Sam  Wanamaker  with 
whom  we  went  on  to  mount 
the  first  British  production  of 
TTte  Thre^ienry  Opera  at  tire 
Royal  Cotut  Theatre,  jnst  be- 
fore Oscar  brought  George  De- 
vine  toother  with  two  Jewish 
tiieairical  enthusiasts.  Joe 
Win^te,  who  owned  the 
theatre,  and  Neville  Blond, 
who  found  the  funds  for  It  to 
become  the  theatre  of  the 
1960s.  This  was  Oscar  Lewen- 
stein’s  first  great  achievement 
as  an  impresario. 

Hte  second  grand  cDtv  hap- 
pened after  he  and  Z split  in  the 
late  1960s  when  he  led  John 
Osborne  and  Tony  Richardson 
out  of  ^ Couxt  into  (if  not 
thiou^i)  tike  film  world,  mak- 
ing Tbm  Jbner,  which  was  a 
great  financial  success  for  all 
of  them. 

Although  Lewenstein  con- 
centrated his  energies  from 
then  onwards  on  fum  produc- 
tions for  Osbotne-Rlehardson. 
my  impressiim  was  that  he 
was  much  happier  in  tbe 
theatre  than  ever  was  in 
fihns.  He  was  clos^  associ- 
ated wttb  most  ofthe  impor- 


tant activities  in  the  1960s 
theatre,  from  Tho.ntre  Work- 
shop to  Joe  Orton. 

In  my  experience  he  hardly 
considered  anj*  aspect  of  pini's 
or  play^  other  than  their 
theatrical  quality,  his  sense  of 
wbidi  never  deserted  him; 
consequently  he  made  a lot 
less  money  than  he  would 
have  If  his  motivation  had 
been  less  roanantic  and 
idealistic  - 

J can^  remember  ever  fell- 
ing tiiroughout  our  long 


and  varied  career  ti^ther. 
even  imder  tiie  pressure  nf 
provuUng^igars  for  Orson 
Welles  or  through  the  enter- 
taining rigours  of  mounting 
mi*  own  two  successful  musi- 
cals, ilfote  Me  on  and 
Ea^iresso  Bongo. 

Oscar  Lewenstein  was  n 
strong,  charmti^  and  eoiini- 
geous  and  if  production 
costs  are  not  too  higfe.  he  could 
stiH  come  up  with  something 
interesting. 

Wolf  Mankowitz 


Lewenstein  on  Lewenstein 


I WAS  bom  In  1917.  the  year 
'ofthe  Russian  RevohiUon. 
It  was  the  single  most  im- 
portant event  in  my  lifetime. 
Today  people  are  writing  off 
the  great  experiment  as  a total 
fiailure.  Certainly  it  was  a 
social  expe^ent  ctmducted 
imder  conditions  that  proba- 
bly made  success  inyossible. 
But  perhaps  in  judging  it  we 
wonld  be  wise  to  remember 
Mao’s  reply  when  asked  what 
be  considered  tbe  results  of 
tbe  French  Revolution  to 
have  been.  He  saM;  “irs  too 
early  to  say.” 

I am  still  certain  that  only 
some  form  of  socialism  can 
give  us  tbe  free,  feir  and 
peaceful  society  which  we 
need  if  mankind  and  indeed 
our  planet  is  to  survive.  And 
surely  a species  that  can 
send  men  to  tbe  moon  and 
produce  Sbakeqieare  and 
Tolstoy.  Rembrandt  and  Leo- 
nardo, Beethoven  and  Mo- 
zart. must  be  able  to  find  a 
way  of  living  tog^er  better 
than  tbe  present  consnmer- 


driven  capitalist  societies  of 
the  West.-1>espite  the  disap- 
pointments and  Ihilures. 
men  and  women  will  con- 
tinue to  search  for  something 
better  •—  not  Utopia,  the 
search  for  that  has  brought 
enough  misery,  but  some- 
thing fairer  and  more  free 
than  tbe  way  we  live  now.  To 


that  search  there  will  never 
be  an  end.  but  it  wiU  never  be 
abandoned.  To  have  bMn  in 
the  search  party  has  made 
my  life  worth  living. 

From  Oscar  Lewenstein's 
memoirs.  Kictdng  Against 
the  Pricks,  published  by 
Nick  Hem 


Letter:  Godfrey  Baseley 


Peter  B Stone  writes:  The 
BBC's  Godfrey  Baseley  (obitu- 
ary February  3)  created  The 
Archers  finm  profound  think- 
ing about  inducing  poor  form- 
ers to  improve  their  prac- 
tices. and  tbe  series  was  the 
most  sucKssfUl  vehicle  of 
agricultural  information  ever 
devised  and  copied  in  poorer 
parts  of  the  world,  notably 
eastern  Europe. 

In  his  old  age  Godfrey  made 
memorable  contributions  on 
the  internatioDal  stage  with 
United  Nations  educational 


consultancies  in  North  Af- 
ri^  he  was  a natural  per- 
former and  a terrific  public 
speaker  and  got  a standing 
ovation  during  a Paris  sympo- 
sium on  The  Barefi)ot  Micro- 
chip. It  was  a craft  be  learned 
in  wartime  with  the  Ministry 
of  Information,  addressing 
lunchtime  foctory  gatherings. 

Once  I took  him  for  a visit 
to  the  preserved  industrial 
site  of  Irmbridge.  He  was  par- 
ticularly keen  to  see  the  old 
slaughterhouse  and  provided 
a blow-by-blow  account  of 


what  it  was  like  helping  his 
butcher  father  to  slaughter 
cattle  by  hand.  He  attracted  a 
crowd  of  foscinated  listeners 
at  tbe  door,  who  gave  him  a 
spontaneous  round  of  ap- 
plause. “Isn't  he  good?"  said 
one  lady.  “I  wonder  if  he  does 
it  aU  the  time,  he  made  it 
come  alive”  which  was  not  a 
bad  epitaph. 

Of  many  distinctions  God- 
frey seemed  most  proud  of  his 
Guild  Agricultural  Jour- 
nalists award  and  that  was 
bow  he  saw  himself — a oom- 


munlcator  first  of  alL  He  gave 
me  a typescript  of  his  autobi- 
ography, and  like  his  life,  it  is 
a very  good  story. 


RONALD  Howard  died  on  De- 
cember 19  last  year  and  not  as 
stated  in  yesterday’s  obitu- 
ary, and  due  to  a trans- 
mission error  the  fomfly  was 
described  as  “rain"  rather 
than  “vagus.” 


Birthdays 


Peter  AlBss,  gedfer,  commen- 
tator. 66;  Stephanie  Bea- 
cham,  actress,  48;  Alfred 
Burke,  actor,  79;  Dr  Jona- 
than GUuk.  hi^rian,  46; 
Robin  Qxik,  Labour  MP. 
shadow  Forei^  Secretary.  51; 
Itistan  Garel-Jones  MP, 
former  Coaservattve  minis- 
ter, 56;  Helen  Grlndrod,  QC. 
crown  court  recorder.  61;  Sir 
Anthony  Havelock-AUan, 
film  producer,  93;  Maj-Gen 
Michael  Hobbs,  director. 
Duke  of  Edinburgh’s  Award 
Scheme,  60;  Prof  Snsan  Iver- 


son. behavioural  psycholo- 
gist, 57;  Prof  John  Irvine, 
pbysicl^  principal  and  vice- 
chancellor,  Aberdeen  Univer- 
sity, 58;  Jeremy  Lancaster, 
managing  director.  Wolseley, 
61;  Barry  McGnigan.  boxer. 
36;  George  Malnolm,  pianist, 
composer,  80;  Brian  Moore, 
football  commentator.  65; 
Robin  PhllUps,  actor  anrf  di- 
rector. 55;  Peter  Stothard. 
editor,  tbe  Times,  46;  Sir 
Brian  Urquhart.  former  as- 
sistant secretary-general.  UN, 

78. 


Birthdays  that  would  only 
occur  on  February  29:  Joss 
Ackland,  actor,  69;  Mario 
Andretti,  grand  prix  driver, 
57;  Gretcheo  Christopher, 
rock  singer,  57;  Baroness 
Lydia  Donn,  iron  lady  of 
Hong  Kong.  OT;  Bsmilone 
Lee,  writer,  broadcaster  and 
literary  critic,  49;  Alan 
Loveday,  violinist,  69: 
Michele  Morgan,  film 
actress,  77;  Henrik 
Simdstrom,  Swedish  tennis 
player.  33;  Albert  Welling, 
actor.  45. 


Death  Notices 

STERNE;  Moi^  invpuiiologlst  Died  dn  SStti 
Februaiv.  agad  ai.  Ha  «riii  ba  cionsM 
■ltd  his  Ilia  caMraiad  at  Sauthampton  Cra- 
masiniiiii  on  Friday.  7th  Uoreh,  ipm.  lOiBit 
9es44a 

Engagements 

Uk  RJFJ.  Arios  and  Mas  SJLM.  Buck, 
ham.  Tha  anguamant  is  announead 
bttweon  Robarf  Ronels  jehn.  son  oi  Ihe 
laiB  Mr  and  Mrs  John  Arlon  oi  Mraslnnl. 
Hampshlra  and  Sopmo  Mareuanu  Macraa. 
daugmar  m om  lata  LlcoI  anl  Mrs  Arthw 
Budmam  ot  AlreMord,  Hanpawra 
VTo  Mica  vaur  annowMiMni  WMphona 
0171  713  4SB7or  lax  0171  713  4138  banmn 
Sam  and  3pai  Man-Fil. 


Jackdaw 


Back-seater 

COLCHESTER  Mercury's 
former  chief  electrician  Jim 
Bowman  this  week  accepted 
a compensation  deal  from  the 
theatre  as  an  industrial  tri- 
bunal investigating  his  dis- 
missal was  halt^  in  mid- 
hearifig.  And  after  the  deal 
was  reached,  ^wman 
launched  a withering  attack 
on  the  Mercury's  artistic  di- 
rector E*at  Trueman,  plfliming 
tiiat  sbe  had  "clearly  manu- 
factured” his  departure, . 

Bowman  claimed  that  his 
life  had  been  made  “utter 
misery”  before  his  departure 
because  of  a personality  Hash 
with  Trueman.  "She  has  de- 
stroyed my  hitherto  unshake- 


able  love  of  theatre  to  such  an 
extent  that  I now  intend  to 
pursue  a career  as  a driving 
instructor”  he  said. 
Ihioenovertheedge.reponed 
In  The  Stage.  Thanks  m 
Philip  Parr. 


Big  boy 


1.  Hang  a pager  from  yoor 
belt.  As  heard  beeping  In  the 
pockets  of  off-duty  doctors , 
usually  itiien  they  are  about  to 
si  t down  to  dinner  at  a posh 
restaurant  with  a model.  Any- 
one whose  job  causes  tiiem  to 
walk  out  on  food  and  totty 
must  be  important 

2.  Speak  authoritatively 
Into  a mobile  phone.  Even 
thou^  everyone  from  your 
kid  sister  to  yourlocri  pie 
shop  owner  has  one,  it’s  still  a 
power  tool,  provided  you  use 
with  it  panache.  Enunciate 
masterfully  into  your  Motor- 
ola about  percentages,  foreign 
Imiding  skits  and  Italians  wtth 
nicknames.  Lteve  mundane 
arrangements — such  as  what 
you’d  like  for  tea — for  those 
public  pay  phone  moments. 

3.  Sit  behind  a big  de^  All 
great  leaders  and  VIPs  have 
big  desks  with  a nameplate. 


Make  sure  your  back  is  to  the 
window  so  that  your  visitors 
only  see  you  in  sflhouetto  and 
have  to  squint  on  sunny  days. 

4.  Cultivate  an  Impressive 
vocabulary . Pepper  your  con- 
versation with  long  and  pomp- 
ous words  like  ’‘serendipity” 
and  "fonopian".  even  if  what 
you  are  you  are  saying  is  utter 
bobbins.  Speak  with  complete 
oonfidence  at  all  times,  keep  it 
brief.  5.  Never  be  first  into  a 
meeting.  The  first  guy  into 
tbe  room  gives  the  impression 
be  has  trouble  fining  his  time. 
Arrive  next  to  last  in  order  to 
appearbusy  and  in  demand, 
but  not  so  disorgani^  as  to 
turn  up  after  everybody  else. 

6.  Get  breast  implants. 

Make  more  room  for  your 
medals  with  some  pectoral 
augmentation — otherwise 
known  as  amale  knocker  job. 
This  is  a simple  op  involving 
two  pieces  of  silicone  breast- 
plate and  a couple  thousand 
liounds.  You  can  then  assnmp 
that  VictorMhture-chested 
power  posture  without  even 
having  to  breathe  in. 

7.  Hang  out  with  a fomons 
footballer.  Adopt  a Fremier- 
sblp  player  as  a mate.  Get 
good  seats  at  all  the  top 


matches  and  VIP  invites  to 
parties.  It’s  cheaper  than  buy- 
ing the  whole  club.  And  you'll 
eventually  get  to  meet  Dani 
Behr. 

8.  Get  people  to  approach  in 
yon  in  public  and  shake 
your  hand.  When  trying  to 
impress  business  clients,  take 
them  for  a drink  at  a cafe  near 
your  office  and  sit  outside. 
Then  get  your  coUe^ues  to 
walk  past  at  regular  Intervals, 
shake  your  hand,  o&r  racing 
tips  and  talk  to  you  in  a for- 

eign  Tflngiiago 

9.  Refer  people  to  your 
agent  Retain  an  enigmatic 
distance  by  refusing  to  com- 
municate directly  with  any- 
one about  anything.  “You’ll 
have  to  speak  to  my  agent” 
should  be  the  standard  reply 
to  any  requests  for  infonna- 
tim.  Especially  from  your 
girlfriend. 

10 . Employ  a minder.  Get 
one  i^your  no-neck,  rugby 
mates  to  don  a monkey  suit 
and  act  as  a physi^  barrier 
between  you  and  the  rast^ 
the  world. 

How  to  impress  by  pretending 
tobemorei/^rlantthanyou 
areinTHM. 


Toe  tale 

GRISLY  cocktaU 
Tbe  Suice  Box  Lounge  in  tiie 
Tukou  boasts  a eockt^  to 
challenge  the  most  hardened 
drinker — foe  Sootoe  Cock- 
tail, designed  by  Capt^Dick 
Steveo80ZL  Ihe  prime  ingredi- 
ent is  an  amputated  human 
toe.  topped  up  with  cham- 
pagne. The  house  rule  is:  “You 
can  drink  it  slow — but  tbe 
lips  have  gotta  touch  that 
toe."  In  all  725  courageous 
people  drowned  the  cocktail 
until,  In  1980,  a drunken  mini»r 
swaUowed  foe  toe.  A replace- 
ment was  donated  by  Alice 
Lawrenceof  Fort  Sask- 
katobewan,  whose  toewas 
removed  due  toa  severe  corn. 
Sadly  this  toe  has  aisf> 
vanished. 

Where  is  tbe  Roly  Grail? 

The  short  answer  is  Lloyds 
Ban^  Aberystwyth.  Li^end 
has  it  that  theHoIy  Grail  was 
brought  to  Glasttmbury  in 
England  and  from  there  found 
its  way  to  a house  near  Capel 
Selon  in  Cardiganshire 
Nanteos.  R was  disj^ayed 
there  until  a fire  at  Nanteos 

caused  Its  removal  for  sed^ 

keeping  toa  bank  ih  1967,  Paul 


Newman,  a senior  inspector 
at  Uoyds  Bank,  said:  "I  cannot 
confinn  or  deny  whether  one 
of  our  strong  rooms  holds  th  is 
rdic;  the  contents  of  many 
packets  are  completely  un- 
known to  us." 

A crime  backfired 
Jedd  Sloeman  was  arrested 
coming  out  of  tbe  warehouse 
ofthe  Globe  Freezer  Company 
by  Special  Investigator  Drury . 
Be  was  carrying  a large  plas- 
tic sack  which  proved  to  con- 
tain 1,800  frozen  animal  rec- 
tums.  When  Drury  told  the 


FOens . . . strange  stories 


crook  his  swag  was  a *bag  of 
arseholes’,  Sloeman  b^ged  to 
be  charged  with  manslau^ 
ter  lest  be  become  a laughing 
stock. 

Swear  by  all  that  is  holy 
Not  having  Bibles.  Roman 
men  used  to  swear  to  tha  truth 
of  their  evidence  by  clasping 
their  right  hand  on  theirti^- 
cles.  This  is  tbe  oi^gin  of 
wordt^tinumy’. 

Foens  magazine  loltk  some 
‘howtsogueer*  stories. 

Goal  pie 

THE  judges  commented  on 
tbe  overall  high  standard  of 
all  the  pies,  but  the  winner 
reaDy  stood  out:  "RUmar- 
nock  is  first  cl^  pie:  the 
pastry  forms  a delectable 
casing  for  an  exceptionally 

meaty  steak  filling  and  thick 

tasty  gravy.  And  the  Scots 
proved  that  they  are  de& 
nitely  streets  ahead  in  tbe  pie 
stakes  with  Hibernian  com- 
ii^  in  second  place:  “A  tasty 
steak  filling  combined  with  a 
firm  crust — this  compact  pie 
has  the  perfect  shape  for 
handling  on  ihe  terraces.” 

, Walsall'sbalUplesneaked 
in  in  th  ird  place — a sign  tiiat 


the  tra^tional  pie  tasste^  arc 
riianging.  Newrostle's  mince 
pie  lost  tiie  third  place  by  only 
one  point  With  Shearer  still 
injured,  this  wus  the  second 
blow  for  the  dub  in  two  days. 
The  judges  commented,  “n 
great  tasting  pie  but  bad  man- 
ageability.” 

Among  several  categories 
pies  were  juikted  on: 

• Manageability — tills  is  a 
footiiaUpie  so  itshoukl  be  easy 
to  hold?  Does  it  crumtee  and 
£sQl  apart  too  easily?  Does  the 
gravy/sauce  pour  evet^'wlicrc 
when  the  ps^try  is  hiviatn? 

• Satu^ction  rating  how 
satisf^'ing  is  the  pic?  VVuiild  it 
keep  you  going  for  9Q 
minutes? 

The  winners  uTtiieTotal  Foot- 
ball magazine's  King  Pie  '9$ 
competition  which  avrsa/i* 
nouROti  this  twk.  LotJts  like 
BngUmd  have  got  ttaol  pie  all 
ooertheirfiex* 

Jdckdtup  wants  j^ls.  E-mail 
Jackdawt'egitardian.cn.uk;/ax 
0171-713-066:  JaekOaie.  The 
Guardian,  ii9Farrintsk>n 
Road,  Ijondun  IXUR  SER. 


Emily  Sheffield 
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FinanceGxaanXiBm 


Share  give-aways  at  risk 


Building  society 
law  accelerated 


^ on  Leto 


I Huirtw: 

The  Govermneiit 
will  today  tbrow  the 
beleaguered  build- 
ing SMdety  industry 
a lifeline  by  triKST- 
ing  a new  law  whi^  could 
place  this  sonuner’s  &ee- 
sharee  bouangas  in  jeopardy. 

The  Woolwich,  ailianra  A 
; Leicester  and  Northern  Rock 
; societies,  wbic^  b> 

I banks  later  year, 
/ are  reeling  at  the  news  that 
I the  Goverzusent  is  to  press 


ahwwt  with  radical  legisbh 
tlon.  '71i^'ter'ihey  wSl  be- 
come takeover  tarots  Lmme- 
diat^.after  th^  combined 

CTTitn^nw  fInfaHrgx 

But  lenders  cooimitted  to 
xemainhig  buildtng.  societies 
welcomed  Uie  prospect  b£ 
coTomercial  freedoms  irtiich 
would  allow  to  conQ)ete 
on  w egu^  Ibotihg  with  the 

However,  the  move  could  be 
good  news  fbr  mdhbeK  — 
provided  the  share  glveways 
are  not  scuppered.  Share 
prices  are  llkdy  to  soar-on 


the  prospect  of  an  early  take- 
over premhiZB..' 

Building  Sodetfes  Associa- 
tion fthflinnan  . Brian  Davas 
said:  can  now  plan  Ae 

future  for  our  bosineeses  with 
oonfldencp-  'These  liberalising 
measures  mean  we  have  a 
new  ‘can  do*  framework, 
which  aZlOWS.US  to  imderhalre 
almost  any  fctod  Of  operations 
we  choose.*' 

3he  IfigMatlon.  which  has 
erosepart?  support,  is  -ex- 
pected to  be  presented  this 
aftemcNm-hi  TarUament-and 
poshed,  through  In  a single 
afternoon  in  two  weeks’ time. 

hs  most  cotitioverslal  mea- 
sure removes  from  the  newly 
converted  societies  a five- 
year  ring-tenctng  vdfich  pro- 
tects fiiem.from  takeover 

rnirtwr  avl^ng  TaglMiticm. 

IhohQl^iUUsouttfaatilog- 
Bencfazg  wfil  he  lost  fia  sdcl^ 


buys  any  “anthoiised  finan- 
cial instituti(»i”,whl(d}  could 
inclnde  a one-man  high  street 
insurance  operation.  How- 
ever, mortgage  brokers,  mort- 
gage books  and  Joint  ventures 
would  be  exempt 

Even  without  a takeover, 
shareholders  in  the  new 
banks  could  vote  to  remove 
the  protection  if  an  . offer 
l^rbved  tempting. 

The  Alliance  & Leicester 
and  the  Woolwlidi  sought'  to 
become  banks  primarily  to 
expand  their  businesses.  The 
a£l  threatened  to  dday 
or  even  scupper  its  flotation  if 
the  Government  proceeded 
wlthitsbUL 

But  an  A&L  spokesman 
said  yesterday:  “It  is  too  early 
to  know  vrtiat  impact  this  lat- 
est (fevdopment  will  have  on 
MiriSmstoiloatlnApinL  We 
will  be  watbhing  the  passage 


of  the  bOL  closdy  through 
Parliament  We  wish  to  pro- 
ceed with  our  conversion  to 
become  a bank,  but  the  free- 
dom to  buy  other  organisa- 
ti(»  was  a major  motor  cf 
these  plans.” 

Woolwich  chief  executive 
John  Stewart  criticised  the 
Govemmmit  for  moving  the 
gcel  posts  midway  through 
the  conversion  process  but 
said  the  society  would  pro- 
ceed with  its  plans. 

“Ihe  bin  will  make  no  dif- 
ference  at  this  sU^  but  ide- 
al^ we  would  never  have 
wished  to  be  in  this  position. 
Had  the  law  bemi  diO^ent  at 
the  outset  we  might  have 
sought,  for  erample,  to  ac- 
quire other  Institutions  before 
we  went  down  the  couversion 
route,  as  the  wwiifiM  did." 

A QMkesman  for  ttie  Trea- 
sury indicated  that  the  Gov- 


itein  on  Lewens^ 


CBl  chief  to 
join  attack 
on  Toly 
Europhdbia 


Stanen  Baawte 
Industrial  Editor 

The  head  of  tiie  CBI 
will  issue  a blunt 
warning  today  that 
the  Government's, 
growing  flirtation  with  Euro- 
scepticism  could  leave  Bxit- 
afo  iscdated  andeconcHiiically 
blighted. 

Adair  Turner,  director-gen- 
eral of  the  CS3[,  wIR  use  a 
hl^z^roOle  address  in  Wales 
to  urge  ministers  to  curb  anti- 
European  rhetoric,  warning: 
‘*We  (xuinot  afford  to  let  Eun>- 
uhobia  rule.' 

He  win  make  tt  dear  that 
the  issue  of  wtaetiier  Britain 
should  be  part  of  economic 
and  monetary  union  OSBiID) 
remains  a moot  point,  but 
urge  polttielans  to  take  a posi- 
tive tone  in  noBotiations  on 
Eurcgiean  issues. 

‘If  we  stay  cut  lof  EMU] 
amid  triusnphgUst  assertions 
of  our  superiority  and  agsdnst 
a backfftound  cf  wider  Bnro- 
phobia,  rubbing  our  hands 
with  gee  at  Europe's  prob- 
lems, we  could  risk  isola- 
tion," he  is  to  say. 

“Our  views  will  go  un- 
heeded, our  intTwtnw  Will  dir 

iTiiTiiah  TTWfwataiy  OUT  ao 

cess  to  tire  single,  market 
could  be  at  ri^  to  our  enor- 
mous econoznic  disadvan- 
tage.” 

The  Government’s  stance 
on  the  single  currency  and 
nxmebuy  union  has  provoked 
a growing  chorus  of  protest 
from  some  of  Britain’s  most 
tofinawtiai  boardrotens  and 
leading  inward  investors. 

Directors  of  Toyota,  Uni- 
lever and  British  Aerospace 
have  urged  the  Government 
to  rein  in  its  Eurosceptics. 

Although  the  sizigl e-cur- 
rency gu^tion  divides  board- 
rooms  almost  as  modi  as  foe 
main  political  parties,  tiie 
business  nowwmiwHy  Clearly' 
bdieves  foat  Europe  wilL  be 
the  most  impoctaaft  ishie'in' 
the  election  campaign.  The 
signs  are  that  firms  are  grow- 
ing more  nervous,  about  foe 
cone  of  Britidi  deb^  on 
Europe  and  are  prepared  to 
Ut  out  at  tte  Govermnent  for 
fanfaig  to  check  its  Eurosoep- 
tiewing. 

Sir  Ridiard  Evans,  the  BAe 
f-hieir  executive,  warned . on 
Wednesday  tha*  Britain  could 
cease  to  respect  in 

Europe  if  political'  leaders 
remamed  in  hock  to  a. “crazy.: 
fringe**  dfEuroecepticB. 

The  ferocity  of  Mr  Turner’s 
ffftmmMite  suggeris  foaxs  foat 


Britain's  interests  are  being 
submeeg^  in  a risiDg  tide  of 
Snroacapticiam  are  fUUy 
shar^  ^ the  employers* 
organisation.  ' 
ttik  comments  are  particu- 
larly strong  in  the  light  of  the 
CBTs  policy  of  adopting  a 
stance  of  political  neutndity 
in  the  run-up.  to  foe  gennal 
election. 

Mr  Tomer  wIIL  say  that 
even  if  Britain  is  not  in  the 
' first  wave  ^EMU  it  wBl  be 
Imjmitmd  ftette  gof^srnnteit 
of  the  day  to  siniport  the 
singiacxirency  and  keep  open 
the  option  of  Joining  late. 

“Out  national  interest  lies 
in  full  and  ccmstructive  mem- 
bership of  the  European 
Union,  argoh^  frtxn  witiiih 
for  tbe  dianges  needed  to 


*Our  views  will 
go  unheeded^ 
our  influence 
wiil.diminisli. 

Ultimatelyy  our 

access to the 
single  market 
could  be 
at  risk’ 


make  it  more  successftiL  .We 
cannot  affozti  to  let  Bizro- 
pbbbia  nde." 

Companies  are  worried,  he 
will  point  out,  that  isolation 
win  threaten  their  access  to 
the  mariset  and.  its 

870  mfllicin  ooDSumets. 

Indicating  foat  he  takes 
seriously  recent  threats  from 
Toyota  to  invest  elsewhere 
should  BritEun  shun  -EMU,  he 
argues  that  fl]H  participation 
in  the  sinido  znarket  is  the 
BQz^  way  to  secure  inward 
Invtsdiuen^  which  Vmg  ere? 
ated  750,000 joto  in  Britain.  . 

Smne  member  states  have 
sigziificatti.  economic  proln 
terns  but  it  is  -ri^  ta.reoog- 
ttise  " that-  in'  many  EU 
countries,  particulariy ' Ger-- 
many,  tii^  sare  bmx^  tackled, 
and  it  is  wrong  to  fon  Ite  the 
myth  of  Europe’s  emnnitiift 
disaster,  according  to  Mr 
Turner.  Peroepita  growfo  in 
EU  income  has.  outstripped 
that  in  the  US  eonsteteow 
over  the  part  20  years  and  ex- 
port peifoananee'  iS:  strong, 
he'wUlsay. 


Chief  execotlye  Peter  Birch,  left,  and  Lord  Tngendhat  unveil  13.7  per  cent  rise  in  pre-tax  profits  photograph  orahamturnbi 

Abbey  National  ^determined  to 
biiy  a fife  assurance  company’ 


Notebcck 


emment  had  bowed  to  pres- 
sure from  sznalte'  buildiag 
societies,  which  feared  they 
were  vulnerable  to  these  new 
carti-rich  cousins. 

He  said:  “It  is  all  a question 
of  folxness.  If  a society  Ceris  it 
is  big  enough  to  float  on  the 
stock  market  then  it  is  big 
enough  to  compete  on  an 
equal  footing  with  other  listed 
companies.  It  can’t  go  around 
swaUowing  up  its  smaDer 
competitors  while  sayizig  that 
it  doesn't  want  anyone  to  take 
it  over.” 

The  bin  also  abOUshes  capi- 
tal constraints  on  societies 
which  covert,  boosting  the 
new  banks’  takeover  coffers. 

. Societies  will  be  able  to  al- 
locate up  to  60  per  c«it  of 
their  inans  to  Don-residential 
property,  such  as  commer^ 
daily  rented  or  housing 
association  buildings. 


GUS  gets  things 
shop-shape 


Wchrjmy 

BBB7  National,  Brit- 
ain's second  biggest 
gave  notice  yes- 
terday that  tt  wcruld  se^  to 
acquire  another  life  assur- 
ance ccuqpany  if  its  improved 
offer  for  Scottirii  Amicable 
proves  unsnccessftiL 
. .Bids  for  Scotdrtt  Amicable 
formally  close  today.  White 
Abb^  National  is  expkted  to 
win,  other  oonteidens  indude 
Prudential,  -with  a bid  of 
SlPbilDbn,  as  well  as  Dutch 
insurer  FbitL^  AMP  and  GE 
OiQttaL 

.Umyeniiig  a 13.7  per  c«it 
rise  in  pre-tax  profits  for  the 
year,  the  diairman,  Lord  Tu- 
gendbat,  said  Abb^  National 
had  always  made  it  dear  that : 
It  wanted  “to  obtain  ^ertar 
crftical  mass  in  tbe  life  assur- 
ance ftillo^ring  its  ac- 

quisition of  Scottish  Mutual 

ittim 

Altbou^  Lord  .Tngendhat 
could  not  s^  by  2iow  much 
;Abb^  National  bad  raised  its 
£L4  blDion  bid  for  Scottish 
Amicable, -he  reiterated  the 


Bristol  & west  inves- 
tors are  to  receive 
hi^iertiian-ezpected  wind- 
fall bonuses  followtiig  the 
building  society's  takeover 
by  Bank  of  Ireland,  with 
average  pay-outs  set  at 
more  than  £1.100,  mites 
Riefun-d  Miles. 

BftW  said  yesterday  that 
about  480,000  savers  of 

more  than  two  years*  stand- 
ing will  get  the  cash  bonus 
by  August  25,  subject  to 
meznbera’  approval  at  a 
special  general  meeting. 

Some  180,000  savers  of 
less  than  two  years'  stand- 
ing and  140,000  quali^dng 
borrowers  will  each  be 
given  280  preference  shares 
, in  Bristol  & West,  worth  £i 


each.  A special  dealing  fh- 
dUty  will  be  avaUahle  ibr 
members  to  sell  their  pref- 
erence shares. 

A 75  per  cent  majority  of 
voting  Investing  members 
is  required  for  the  acquisi- 
tion to  go  ahead,  as  w^  as 
a simple  majority  from  bor- 
rowLog  members.  The  meet- 
ing will  be  held  in  Shepton 
MaHetonAprill5. 

The  bonus  figure  reflects 
better-than-expected  re- 
sults for  1996,  as  pre-tax 
profits  rose  by  10,8  pm:  cent 
to  £86.6  million.  Gross 
mortgage  lending  was  up 
47.2  per  emit  to  £L67  bil- 
lion, while  net  lending 
I jumped  78  per  cent  to 
£709.3  million. 


group’s  pledge  to  maintain 
tbe  level  of  jobs  and  a'sepa- 
luie  board  of  directors. 

After  a £61  miUoo  write-off 
for  foe  costs  of  integratix^ 
National  & Provincial  Build- 
ing Society  and  thariosureof 
110  branches,  prertax  profits 
rose  firom  £l.03  billion  to 
£1.17  billion,  boosted  by 


strong  performance  in  its  con- 
sumer credit,  life  assurance 
and  unit  trust  businesses. 

- But  its  traditional  core  area 
suffered  badly  during  the 
year,  as  net  mooigage  tending 
dropped  by  about  50  per  cent 
to  £400  mfilioo.  exdudij^  new 
mortgage  assets  of 
£11.6b01ion  from  N&P.  The 


foil  stems  from  the  group's  de- 
cision to  stay  out  of  foe  lUort- 
gage  price  war  in  the  first  half 
of  1996. 

Savings  were  also  hit  as 
£3bfllu»  worth  Tessa  ac- 
counts matured  and  savers 
took  their  interest  The  net 
outflow  of  savings  during  1996 
was  £1.5  billion,  with 
£600  million  being  switched 
into  unit  trusts  and  Peps 
managed  by  Abbey  National 
Life. 

Consumer  credit  profits 
doubled  to  £98  mlUion,  reflect- 
ing the  inclusion  of  the  first 
fufi  year  of  results  from  first 
NatimalBank. 

Pre-tax  profit  from  life  as- 
surance rose  by  44  per  cent  to 
£151  million  as  premium  in- 
come increased  ^ more  than 
two-thirds. 

Just  over  40  per  cent  of 
Abbey  National's  pre-tax  prof- 
its now  Q3me  from  non-tradl- 
tional  business,  bringing  it 
closer  to  its  target  50  per 
cent  by  2000.  Combined  with- 
N&P.  its  total  mortgage  assets 
are  £60  billion,  giving  the 
group  a near  15  per  cent  mar- 
ket share. 


Edited  by 
^eKxBrum 

As  PROPERTY  deals  go, 
the  £900  million  joint 
venture  between  Great 
Universal  Stores  and  British 
Land  is  of  znore  iban  passing 
interest. 

FOr  GUS  it  is  a potent  sym 
bol  of  the  willingness  of  Lord 
Wolfson's  management  to 
modernise  foe  group’s  struc- 
ture. In  the  case  of  British 
land  it  is  a reafiOrmation  of 
the  foith  whidi  the  business 
world  now  places  in  Jolm 
Ritblaf  s commercial  property 
judgment  — - in  much  foe 
same  way  as  Lord  Samubi 
was  favoured  by  foe  City  a 
generation  ago. 

Throughout  foe  1990s,  gen- 
erally a difficult  decade  for 
property,  British  Land 
cropped  up  in  a number  of 
guises:  as  the  saviour  of  the 
prestteious  Broadgate  devel- 
opment in  foe  City  of  London; 
an  investment  partner  for 
Geoige  Soros  atte  foe  prop- 
erty collapse  of  foe  early 
1990s;  a potential  buyer  of 
lUQnistry  of  Defence  housing, 
and  a property  partner  for 
Tesco. 

Es^tiaHy,  GUS  is  swap- 
ping* its  property  portfolio  for 
aSO/SO  interest  in  a joint  com- 
pany, £200millioa  in  cash,  a 
guaranteed  income  from  the 
joint  venture  and  eventual 
hopes  of  capturing  some  of 
the  gatofi  it  expects  from  a 
British  Land-led  manage- 
ment, with  veteran  Cyril  Met- 
llss  in  the  chair. 

But  this  is  just  one  element 
of  the  wind  of  change  blowing 
through  the  fusty  corridors  of 
GUS.  This  week  saw  tbe  ap- 
pointment of  foe  group's  flirt 
finance  director.  Itenrid  ^ler 
fresn  auction  house  Chris- 
tie’s, who  was  immediately 
tbrurt  into  the  British  Land 
venture. 

After  the  much-uPf>roved 
purchase  of  foe  information 
service  group  Experian,  in- 
vestors are  waiting  for  Lord 
Wolfeon’s  next  move.  There 
has  been  ^peculation  that  he 
may  tidy  up  matters  by  put- 
ting GUS  together  with  Next, 
where  he  is  also  chairman. 
But  that  is  increash^  bei^ 
discounted.  Other  possibili- 
ties are  buying  Selfridges 
firom  the  troubled  Sears  port- 
folio and  leveraging  foe  bland 
name  through  an  upmarket 
home-shopping  concept  Or  it 
might  even  be  possible  to 
fozge  links  with  2terks  & 
Spencer,  which  also  has  been 
looking  at  home  shopping. 
With  property  nea^  hiv^ 
ofi;  GUS  will  have  more  time 
to  focus  on  Its  retailing  and 
direct-mafi  skills. 


French  prey 

Groups  Paribas  has  the 
reputation  of  being 
among  tbe  most 
sharply  focused  of  French 
I banking  groups.  It  appears  to 
' have  put  the  proldems  that 
dogged  the  industry  behind  it. 


although  ,nt  the  cost  of  some 
hefty  provisioning  which 
pushed  the  group  into  the  red 
in  1995  and  which  carved  an- 
other Fr2A  baiion  slice  oil  the 
results  of  its  financial  ser- 
vices subsidiary,  Compagnle 
Bancaire,  in  1996. 

The  aim  now  is  to  be  a 
global  player  In  chosen  and 
tightly  defined  areas:  finan- 
cial services  through  Com- 
pagnie  Bancalre,  and  invest- 
ment banking,  which 
includes  an  industrial  invest- 
ment arm.  Paribas  Affaires 
Industrielles. 

The  group  is  keen  to  stress 
it  is  big  enough  to  play  at  the 
top  table  in  its  selected  fields. 
Management  board  chairman 
Andre  L^'-Lang  compares 
his  group  with  the  merged 
Morgan  Stanley/Dean  Witter 
combine  in  the  US.  at  least  in 
terms  of  size. 

Paribas  may  not  have  the 
latter’s  domestic  distribution 
but  Mr  L^’-Lang  believes 
his  group’s  strength  is  its 
ability  to  sell  European 
shares  and  bonds  to  foe  rela- 
tively modest  number  of  big 
US  Institutional  Investors 
which  are  interested  in  foat 
market. 

So  far,  so  good.  Air  Lety- 
Lang  is  confident  he  can  take 
on  the  bulge-bracket  US 
houses  on  foe  basis  of  Pari- 
bas’s European  edge  without 
bavii^  to  buy  market  share 
throu^  acquisition.  Nor  is 
he  lookizig  for  what  he  eaUs  a 
Franco-French  alliance.  In- 
deed, Paribas  Is  sell^  a 
fYeneh  banking  subsidia^', 
Cr^t  du  Nord,  to  Socirte 
G^erale. 

But  if  Paribas  is  not  a cred- 
itor, might  It  not  be  someone 
rise's  prey? 

Mr  Levy-Lang  doesn't  think 
so.  He  may  be  right  But  Pari- 
bas is  one  of  the  few  big  inde- 
pendent investment  banks 
left  in  E^urope.  If  it  continues 
to  give  tbe  US  houses  a run 
for  their  money,  selling  Euro- 
pean issues  into  their  home 
market,  sozneone  might  yet 
get  irritated  enough  to  do 
something  about  it 


Horlick  future 

IT  WAS  always  likely,  after 
her  high-profile  exit  from 
Morgan  Grenfell  Asset 
Management,  tbat  Nicola 
Horlick  would  have  to  settle 
for  a gTHnUftr  enterprise  in  her 
□ext  City  ineamatiozL 
However,  for  a boutique 
asset-management  concern 

like  Ely  Fund  Mana^rs,  seek- 
ing to  move  up  in  foe  world  in 
terms  of  profile  and  retail 
skills,  Ms  Horlick  is  an  Ideal 
recruit.  Despite  efforts  in 
some  quarters  to  denigrate 
her  achievements  in  the  City, 
her  skills  as  an  orgaiiiser  of 
flmd-management  operations 
as  a sales  person  are  con- 
sidered formidable. 

Deutsche  Morgan  Grenfell 
came  off  lightly  in  the  Horlick 
atfeir.  toyone  expert  in  the 
fiind-management  business 
knows  that  DMG,  in  its  deter- 
mination to  grab  market 
share  and  prestige,  has 
recruited  ruthlessly  from 
other  firms  in  the  process, 
distorting  remuneration  val- 
ues in  the  sector  and  in  the 
process  raising  the  risk  struc- 
ture. Ms  Hbrllck's  flirtation 
with  ABN  Amro  was  no  more 
than  might  have  been  ex- 
pected for  those  used  to  foe 
Morgan  Grenlril  culture. 


Winter  freezes  the  cockles  of 
sweet  Molly  Malone’s  heart 


TonyMsqr 


la 


Much  has  changed  in 
the  cockle  world  since 
sweet  Molly  Malone 
wheeled  her  wheelbarrow 
' throi^fa  stiwets  broad  and 
narrow  crying  “cockles  & 
nuiffipT'f.  alive,  alive  O!” 

The  fSresh  foods  group,  Al- 
bert Fisher,  yesterday, 
warned  that  devastation  of 
the  antnmn  1996  cockle 
harvest  was  so  severe  that 
half-year  profits  of  Its  sea- 
food division  would  be  seri- 
ously affected. 

Albert  Fisher  sells 
£10  million  worth  of 
coddes  a year,  mainly  to 
the  the  tapes  and  paella 
market  in  $pain.  Waters 
I around  Britain  are  no 
longer  pore  enon^  to  sat- 
isfy its  demands  and  it  has 
tamed  to  cockle  beds  in 
'Class  A'*  waters  off  Hol- 
land. But  last  winter  a pro- 
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longed  fireese  pushed  ice  up 
over  the  Dutch  dykes  and 
down  Into  the  cockle 
beds.The  beds  were  dis- 
turbed and  many  tiny 
coclcle  “seeds”,  on  which 
fiitiire  crops  d^end,  were 
destroyed. 
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OUTLOOK/Sumito  scandal  takes  toll  as  profits  dive  30pc  on  higher  production.  Ian  King  reports 

to  sell 


electricity 


CeOa  mreston 
Industriaf  Correspondent 


Centrica,  the  de- 

merged  trading  and 
services  arm  of  Brit- 
ish Gas,  yesterday 
pledged  to  compete  bead-oa 
for  a share  of  the  domestic 
electricity  market  and  forge 
an  alliance  with  a power  gen- 
erator. possibly  British  Ener- 
gy, to  supply  many  of  the 
country's  23  million  homes. 

The  comments  on  future 
strati  came  as  British  Gas 
dislcosed  a net  loss  of 
£571  million  in  its  final  full 
year  as  an  integrated  com- 
pany, run  up  as  huge  redun- 
dancy costs  and  losses  on 
long-term  gas  contracts  took 
their  toIL  The  company  split 
into  two  — BG  pic  and  Cen- 
trica — earlier  this  month. 

Roy  Gardner,  chief  execu- 
tive of  Centrica,  said  of  elec- 
tricity competition:  “Well  be 
in  there  from  day  one."  The 
market  to  supply  domestic 
elecMcity  consumers  opens 
on  April  1, 1998  whUe  compe- 
tition in  the  gas  mariEet  also 
goes  national  nest  year. 

Electricity  companies  are, 
in  turn,  seeking  to  ^Ition 
themadves  to  make  inroads 
into  the  gas  supply  market 
Centrica  is  known  to  want  a 
10  per  cent  share  of  the  elec- 
tricity distribution  matifet  by 
2000.  And,  with  19  million  cus- 
tomers on  its  database,  the 
company  is  in  a good  posttiou 
to  n^otiate  ways  to  o&r  elec- 
tricity and  other  services  as 
well  as  gas  supply. 

Centrma,  whose  site  elec- 
tricity is  supplied  by  Power- 
geo,  is  understood  to  be  n^o- 
tiating  with  another 
generator  to  secure  further 
supplies  of  electricity  to  sell 
into  the  domestic  market  It  Is 
loold^  to  secure  a deal  with 
a baseload  generator,  making 


nuclear  generator  British  £in- 
ergy  — whose  eight  reactors 
are  meant  to  run  full-time  — 
the  moat  likely  partner. 

Centrica  is  also  making  a 
considerable  investment  to 
create  an  adequate  billing 
mechanism  which  would  al- 
low it  to  introduce  multi- 
product billing,  to  send  cus- 


tomers a common  gas  and 
electric  bilL 

The  sharp  dn^  into  loss 
from  a net  profit  of  £130  mil- 
lion in  1995  reflects  high  ex.- 
ceptional  charges  of  £1.14 
billion.  These  inclnded 
£835  million  to  cover  the  cost 
of  renegotiating  the  disas- 
trous “take  or  pay*’  gas  sup- 
ply contracts  of  which  about 
20  per  cent  have  now  been 
dealt  wifiL  Resmicturlng  the 
business  to  deal  wldi  the  in- 
troduction of  competition  also 
inflicted  costs  of  £424  wiminn 

The  restructuring  has  in- 
cluded the  virtual  halving  of 
the  British  Gas  worktbrce. 
with  35,000  staff  having  left 
since  1993  — ■ including  a drop 
of  12476  since  the  end  1995  — 
to  take  the  total  down  to 
36.616. 

Commenting  on  the  overall 
figures  and  the  savage  job 
cuts,  chairman  Richard  GiOT- 
dano  said  there  had  been  too 
much  change,  too  fhst,  largely 
driven  by  the  timetable  for 
competition  to  be  introduced. 

While  British  Gas's  finan- 
cial performance  in  1996  had 
bene^ed  from  colder  weather 
than  In  the  previous  year,  the 
^up  had  been  hit  by  con- 
Hnuii^  weak  prices  in  the  in- 
dustrial and  commercial  mar- 
kets and  the  transitional  costs 
of  restructuring,  he  said. 

Extra  costs  of  approxi- 
mately £100  million  were  in- 
curred to  improve  customer 
service  and  telephone  sys- 
tems against  which  consumer 
groups  had  recorded  record 
levels  of  oompLalnts. 

BG  pic  — the  demerged  ex- 
ploration, production,  pipe- 
line and  supply  group  — still 
faces  uncertainty  over  the 
outcome  of  the  Monopcdles 
and  Mergers  Commission  in- 
quiry into  the  strict  pricing 
policy  for  Its  Transco  pipeline 
operations  which  was  pr» 
posed  by  r^ulator  Of^  last 
autumn. 

British  Gas,  as  was,  con- 
tested the  proposed  price  con- 
trols on  char^  to  gas  suppli- 
ers saying  they  did  not  strike 
a fair  balance  between  share- 
holder and  customer  inter- 
ests. triggering  an  MMC 
referral,  the  outcome  of 
which  is  eq;>ected  in  AprlL 


News  in  brief 


Warner  to  open 
300  multiplexes 


WARNER  Village  cinemas,  a joint  venture  between  Warner 
Brothers  and  Australia’s  Village  Roadshow  group,  plans  to 
develop  300  new  multiplex  cinemas  across  Europe  by 2000.  The 
£2  bOlioa  programme  is  expected  to  create  30,000 jobs.  It  envis- 
ages 25  new  multiplexes  in  the  UK.  in  addition  to  17  that  the 
company  already  operates.  This  will  Indude  the  country's  first 
30-screen  “megapl^',  in  Birmingham.  —Reuter 


Addicks  to  float  on  AIM 


CHARLTON  Athletic,  the  First  Division  football  club,  said  yester- 
day it  hopes  to  raise  £5.5  mfllion  from  its  flotation  next  month  on 
AIM.  Ihe  cash  win  be  spent  on  improvements  to  its  ground,  the 
Valley.  Charlton  is  expkted  to  be  valuedat  around  £174  million 
after  the  flotation.  Newcastle  United  win  later  today  unveil 
details  ^ its  flotation,  which  is  eqiected  to  raise  &40-£9Q  mil- 
lion.—Am  Ring 


Sir  Rocco’s  return 


SIR  Rocoo  Forte,  whose  hotel  and  catering  empire  fefl  to  Granada 
a year  ago,  is  today  expected  to  launch  his  onneback  wtth  the 
purchase  of  the  five-star  Balmoral  Hotel  in  Edinbuigb  for  a 
rumoured  £46  million.  The  189-bedroom  hotel  is  being  by  the 

Bank  of  Scotland,  which  took  control  ofit  after  its  owners  got  into 
financial  difficulties.  — DominicWalsh 


Lasmo  doubles  its  money 


A 40  PER  CENT  surge  in  crude  on  prices  helped  Lasmo  almost 
double  its  profits  to  £67  million  in  1996.  While  the  Brent  crude 
price — which  dosed  at  919S5  QU2J5)  a barrel  yesterday — is 
expected  to  weaken  in  the  short  term,  chief  executive  Joe  Darby 
saldltshouldaveragie$l9fortheyear.ThelndepeDdafl.o\l 
producer  expects  to  sp^  £100  million  on  exploration  and  ap- 
praisal weDs  and  new  business  in  19OT.  — TonyMa^ 


Partco  buys  delivery  firm 

P ARTCO  Group,  the  DK  car  parts  flnmpany , w mil- 

Uon  for  Dana  Cocp's  European  distribution  business,  vdiich 
delivers  paint  and  finishing  supplies  to  UK  auto  repair  diops 
through  its  Brown  Brotberssubsidlary.  — Tb^AAcr 


A CAtLc  ii  wl-.tLESS  CoM^A'.'Y 
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FreeCall  0500  800 125 
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back 
to  Rio 


ShifKri|r  ^xmnd ...  A dra^ine  bucket  at  tiie  Antelope  mine.  Powder  River  Basin,  part  of  the  burgeoning  US  coal  operations  noTOOflAPHrlnx-CRA 


History  weighs 

heavily  with  RTZ> 
CRA.  which  helps  ex- 
plain wlv  the  world's  big- 
gest mining  group  has 
returned  to  its  roots  with 
its  new  name.  Rio  Tinto. 

The  original  Rio  Unto 
company  was  floated  on  the 
London  stock  market  in 
1873  when  a group  of  Inves- 
tors soi^t  to  bny  and  rede- 
velop the  ancient  Rio  Tinto 
mines  in  southern  Spain. 

The  mines  were  sold  In 
1954  and  the  Rio  ‘Huto  com- 
pany grew  rapidly  by  in- 
vesting the  i»occeds  in  In 
locations  such  'as  Africa 
and  North  America. 

In  196S,  the  Rio  Unto 
company  merged  Its  Aus- 
tralian subsidiary  with 
that  of  the  Consolidated 
Zinc  Corporation-  While 
the  company  formed  from 
that  merger  was  called  Con- 
zinc  Riotiato  Australia 
<CRA).  Consolidated  Zinc's 
assets  elsewhere  were 
merged  with  those  of  the 
Rio  Tinto  Company,  form- 
ing the  London-bM^  Rio 
Tinto  Zinc  Corporation 
<RT^. 

Althongh  RTZ  was  al- 
ways the  senior  partner  in 
the  relationship,  Anstra- 
iian  laws  on  forei^  owner- 
ship meant  that  In  1978  it 
had  selling  Its  major- 
ity stake  in  CRA. 

Jtat.  In  December  1995. 
mz  and  CRA  embarked  on 
a fiiU-seale  mer^r. 


Miner  stumbles  as  copper  prices  tumble 
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TZ-CRA.  the  world's 
biggeast  "itritng  com- 
pany. admitted  yes- 
terday that  it  has 
been  battered  by  tumbling 
world  copper  prices  in  the 
wake  of  the  Sumitomo  scan- 
dal last  year. 

The  company,  whirii  also 
announced  it  is  «*hanging  its 
name  to  Rio  Tinto.  said  full- 
year  profits  for  1996.  before 
tax  and  one-off  items,  had 
dived  by  30  per  cent  to  gl.7 
bimoQ(£lflS  billion). 

The  profits  slump  comes  de- 
spite the  fact  that  Rio  Tinto 
managed  to  increase  produc- 
tion in  almost  all  of  its  areas, 
including  copper,  gold,  iron 
ore.  aluminium,  diamonds 
and  industrial  minerals. 

The  only  areas  where  pro- 
duction actually  fell  were  bo- 
rates, where  Cte  company  is 
already  the  world’s  biggest 
produce,  and  in  its  Austra- 
Uan  coal  operations,  where 
the  group  was  hit  by  a string 
of  Indostzial  disputes. 

But.  it  was  the  depressed 
state  of  the  world's  metal  mar- 
kets that  caused  Rio  Tinto 
most  trouble,  with  copp»  and 
aluminium  prices  both  diving 
copper  by  22  per  cent 


But  Bob  Wilson,  who  step- 
ped up  to  the  chainnan's  post 
at  the  start  of  the  year, 
remains  unrepentant  at  the 
fact  that  Rio  — in  keeping 
with  its  tradition  — had  failed 
to  hed^  itself  in  the  market 
against  possible  losses. 

Mr  Wflson.  who  said  be  was 
“not  surpri^"  at  the  way 
the  copper  market  plunged  on 
the  revelations  of  Sunutomo's 


tion  actually  increasing  by  19 
per  cent  to  759JS)0  tonnes. 

But  the  Sumitomo  scandal 
was  not  the  only  problem  to 
have  b^evilled  Rio  'rinto's 
copper  production.  The 
gtoup'silaKBMp.e^peropera- 
tioQ,  at  •Bingham  canyoD  'in 
Utah,  has  consistently  strug- 
gled to  achieve  fiie  production 
tatgets  set  for  it  over  the  last 
18  months. 


RIO 

TINTO 


Logne  showing  the  new  and  old  corporate  identities 


huge  copper  trading  losses, 
added:  “We're  not  in  the  bust' 
ness  of  forecasting  prices,  and 
will  not  be  rhangi^  our  pol- 
icy  on  hedging  iintil  we've  de- 
vi^ped  a way  of  knowing 
wbat’s  going  to  happen." 

The  extent  to  wbiifo  Rio 
was  harmed  by  the  copper 
crash  is  shown  by  the  foot 
that  the  group's  sales  revenue 
from  copper  fell  by  5 per  cent, 
to  384  bflUon,  despite  produc- 


Tbere  was  more  bad  news 
from  Bingham  Canyon  which, 
along  with  the  Great  of 
China,  is  the  only  man-made 
structure  that  can  be  sera 
from  the  moon.  Refined  cop- 
per production  was  down 
24  per  cent  during  1996,  due  to 
difficulties  with  the  smelter 
there,  while  the  flash  fhmace 
in  the  smelter  will  need  to  be 
closed  for  six  weeks  some 
time  this  year.  The  news  is 


particularly  disappointing 
given  Rio's  S2  billion  invest- 
ment programme  at  Bingham 
Canyon  since  1969. 

On  the  other  side  of  the 
globe,  in  West  Papua.  Indone- 
sia,^ Rio  has  problems  of  a dif- 
ferent nature.  It  is  a 12  per 
cent  shareholder  in  American 
mining  group  Freeport, 
which  owns  the  vast  Gras- 
copper  and  gold  mine 
there,  and  where  Rio's  share 
of  recoverable  copper  and 
gold  is  likely  to  esnted  even 
that  from  Bi^taam  Canyon. 

But  according  to  the  World 
Development  Movement,  an 
organisation  that  campaigns 
on  behalf  of  the  Hilid  World, 
the  political  situation  is  be- 
rnmtng  increasing -volatile 
in  West  Papua. 

Rio  Is  still  relatively  wen 
protected  from  any  nneer- 
tahity  arising  from  the  insta- 
bility of  world  metals  prices, 
simply  by  virtue  of  the  sheer 
breadth  of  Its  operations 
across  the  globe. 

As  the  world’s  emetglng 
economies  continue  to  indus- 
trialise over  the  next  fow 
years,  Rio's  potential  cus- 
tomer base  is  Uk^  to  ex- 
pand, not  contract 


Whitbread  slips  leash  off  brands 


Ian  King 


WHITBREAD.  the 

brewing  and  leisure 
giant,  yesterday  un- 
vefled  a shake-up  of  its  res- 
taurant. hotel  and  leisure 
operations. 

The  reorganisation  — 
which  covers  household 
names  such  as  Flxsa  Hut,  TGI 
Fridays,  Marriott  Hotels  and 
Beefeater  — follows  news  in 
December  that  David 
Thomas,  head  of  Whitbread's 
restaurants  and  leisure  div- 
ision, will  replace  Peter 
Jarvis  as  the  company's  <feief 
executive  later  this  year. 

Under  the  reoi^nisation. 
WUtbread  will  create  five 


business  groups  in  the  restau- 
rant, hotel  and  leisure  area, 
which  previously  operated  as 
one  division. 

The  five  — restaurants, 
Whlforead  Hotel,  Beefeater 
restaurant  and  pifo,  Thresher 
and  David  Lloyd  leisure  — 
will  sit  alongside  Whitbroad 
Beer,  the  group's  hrewteg  op- 
eration. and  Whitbread  Inns, 
the  group’s  pubs  division. 

The  overhaul  is  the  first 
move  by  Mr  Thomas,  who 
joined  Whitbread  as  manag- 
ing director  of  the  group's  res- 
taurant and  leisure  division 
five  years  to  stamp  his 
own  identity  on  the  way  the 
company  is  managed. 

Explaining  the  shake-up, 
Mr  Thomas  said  last  nigbt  it 


had  been  done  in  an  attempt 
to  allow  the  various  manage- 
ment teams  to  take  control  of 

their  brands,  anahHng 

to  be  develop^  more  easily. 

"The  new  organisation 
reflects  the  current  scale  of 
our  leisure  business,  and  pro- 
vides 8 better  framework  for 
frwirfizture  growth,"  he  said. 

Shares  Whitbread  gained 
^ to  784V&P  on  news  of  Qie  re- 
jig, which  takes  effect  on 
Monday. 

In  a separate  development 
in  the  setter.  Vaux,  the  Sun- 
deriand-based  brewery  and 
hotels  group,  announced  it 
was  selling  its  private  care 
homes  business.  St  Andrews, 
for  up  to  £43.2  million. 

•Vaux,  which  owns  the 


Swallow  Hotels  chaim  said  It 
was  selling  the  business  be- 
cause it  wished  to  concen- 
trate on  its  core  hotel  and 
brewing  operations. 

Insisting  that  the  sale  was  a 
strat^c  decision,  reflecting 
the  increasing  need  for 
specialisation  in  the  private 
nursing  home  sector,  Vaux 
said  that  it  would  be  invest- 
ing ttae  proceeds  on  its  hotels 
and  pubs. 

Vaux  shares  gained  3p  to 
285Vzp  on  the  news. 

The  buyer  for  the  business 
is  Highland  Group,  a private 
care  home  group  based  in 
Edinburgh,  which  is  expected 
to  float  on  the  stock  market  at 
some  point  during  the  next 
Gveirears. 


Imro  sees  watchdog 
woes  if  Labour  wins 


lisa  Buckingham 


CITT  watchdogs  are  ex- 
periencing pro'blems 
recroiting  and  retaining 
staff  because  of  uncertain- 
ties created  by  Labonr 
Party  idans  for  change  In 
the  governance  of  the 
Square  Mile,  a leading  reg- 
ulator said  yesterday. 

Phillip  liorpe.  chief  ex- 
eentive  of  Imro,  the  invest- 
ment management  regula- 
tor, said:  "Given  that  the 
chief  resource  employed  by 
the  SR  Os  (self  regulatory 
aothorities)  is  their  staff, 
any  loss  of  that  resonree 
either  In  tmn$  of  nnmbers 
or  ability  may  impinga  on 
the  effectiveness  of  the 
SROs." 

Speaking  to  the  National 
Association  of  Pension 
Ponds  conference,  Mr 
Thorpe  said  there  was  a 
dangw  that  a change  (ff 
government  could  create 
"planning  blighT*  in  the 
Square  Mile. 

He  urged  a future  Labonr 
administration  to  imple- 
ment any  change  to  City 
regnlation  — possibly  in- 


volving the  establishment 
of  one  umbrella  organisa- 
tion — as  qaickly  as  poss- 
ible to  limit  any  dam^e 
during  a transitional 
period. 

The  potential  for  under- 
mining the  eCFectiveness  of 
City  regnlation  was  already 
apparent.  Mr  Thorpe 
Stated,  It  was  becoming 
harder  to  hire  and  retain 
staff  because  of  the  douhte 
created  by  Labour  that 
these  would  be  loi^-term 
posts. 

Mr  Thorpe  said  It  had 
been  si^jested  that  a con- 
sultative green  paper 
would  be  pnbllshed  by 
Ltixnir  wltt^  a month  or 
two  of  the  general  election, 
leading  to  legislation  being 
introduced  by  November 
next  year. 

Mr  Thorpe  said  he  could 
see  potential  Improvements 
from  Labour's  pla^  for 
City  regnlation  but  said 
that  the  exlstiag  regulatory 
system  had  shown  itself 
flexible  enongh  to  cope 
with,  and  improve  as  a 
result  of,  gf-andaig  gneb  as 
Barings  and  Deutsche  Mor- 
gan GrenfelL 


Banker  gives  single 
currency  warning 


Mark  miner  in  Parts 


COMPANIES  in  Britain, 
Italy  and  Spain  iw  be 
under-estimating  the  impact 
Of  the  introduction  of  the 
sin^  European  currency  on 
their  banks,  a leading  French 
banker  warned  yesterday. 

"Even  today  1 believe  there 
Is  an  under-evaiuatiOD  of  the 
problems  tn  the  case  of  a lot  of 
customers,"  Michel  Francols- 
PoDcet,  chairman  of  the 
supervisory  board  of  Groupe 
Paribas,  said. 

Paribas,  which  has  ambi- 
tions to  be  one  of  the  leaders 
in  Euro-denominated  prod- 
ucts has  set  aside  Fr300  mil- 
lion (£32  million)  against  the 
information  technolc^  costs 
of  the  arrival  the  single 
currency. 

"In  C^rmany,  Prance  and 
tlu  Benelux  countries  there  is 
a very  strong  awareness  of 
the  problems  bnt  away  from 
Uus  hard  core  ...  In  Italy,  In 
S^in,  in  the  UK.  in  terms  of 
customers  of  the  banking  in- 
dustry, there  is  a very  vari- 
able perception  of  these 
problems." 

Mr  Fraucois-Poncet  was 


speaking  as  his  group  an- 
nounced friU-y^  net  income 
of  FrlSSO  miflloD  against  a 
loss,  after  heavy  provisioning 
against  bad  and  doubtful 

debt,  of  Pr3,998  million  in 
1995. 

The  biggest  improvement 
came  from  Bank  Paribas, 
which  turned  a 1995  deficit  of 
Fr3,720  million  into  net  in- 
come of  Frl.66Bl  million.  The 
investment  business,  Paribas 
Mfelres  Industrielles,  hoisted 
its  contribution  from 
Fr2,173  million  to 

Frt,l9TmmioiL 

However,  provisions 
against  losses  on  propel 
pushed  the  financial  services 
business,  Compagnie  Ban- 
eaire,  into  a Fr9^  million  loss 
compared  with  Fr338  mlliion 
profit  the  previous  year. 

"Paribas  is  in  a growth  sit- 
uation and  has  all  the  ele- 
ments to  retain  a growth  ori- 
entation." said  Andr6  lAvy- 
Lang,  management  board 
chairman.  The  group  had  the 
strength  to  be  a glo^  player 
and  although  it  had  not  set 
^Ide  a budget  for  acquisition 
it  had  the  means  to  devdop 
its  own  strategy  in  the  future, 
he  said. 


ABN  notches  up  £1  bn  profit  but 
refuses  to  forecast  next  result 


Lin  Buddngham 


ABN  Amro,  the  Dutch  bank 
whose  talks  with  fiie  high- 
profile  fund  manager  Nic^a 
Horiick  led  to  ber  dramatic 
departure  last  month  from 
Deutsche  Morgan  Grenfell, 
yesterday  reported  a 26  per 
cent  rise  in  profits  to 
£1.1  billion. 

But  the  company,  which 
owns  the  Hoare  Govett  bro- 
kerage operation  in  London 
and  is  HoDand’s  largest  bank- 
ing group,  declined  to  give  a 
forecast  for  the  current  year's 
performance  because  of  “mar- 
ket uncertainties’’. 

ABN  said  it  had  set  aside 
£113  million  last  year  to  help 
pay  for  the  adaptation  QC  com- 
puter software  ahead  of  the 
introduction  of  the  euro.  In 
aU.  the  bank  eaq^cts  to  spend 
£166  million  on  catering  for 
the  single  currency  and  com- 
puter problems  associated 
with  the  year  2000. 

Analysts  welcomed  the 
results  even  though  ABN’s 
chairman,  Jan  KaifT,  said  it 


was  Impossible  to  predict 
results.  Shares  slipp^  2 per 
cent  to  £45  in  a de^imng  mar- 
ket even  though  Mr  Kalf  was 
quick  to  state  that  the  hank 
was  optimistic  about  the  out-, 
look  and  did  not  necessarily 
expect  pnffits  to  fialL 

ABN,  the  blg^st  foreign 
bank  in  America,  with  assets 
of  about  £240  bQUon  and  one 
of  the  most  acquisitive  fi- 
nance groups  in  Europe,,  in- 
tends to  boy  back  i per  cent  of 
its  equity  which  wUl  be  of- 
fered to  US  investors  as  part 
of  plane  to  list  On  the  New 

Yoric  Stock  TihrrhangB 

A fourfor-one  share  split 
was  also  announced  and  the 
company  recently  disclosed 
Its  intention  to  spend 
£BOO  miltion  building  Up  ItS 
Aslan  business,  which  it 
hopes  will  contribute  20  per 
cent  of  profits  by  2000. 

The  back  made  nb  refer- 
ence to  the  recent  contro- 
versy invotvizig  Its  discus- 
sions with  Ms  Horiick  who  is 
now  set  to  join  the  small  frind 
management  group.  Ely 
Place. 
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Racing 


Imperial  Call’s  Cup 
odds  on  the  slide 


Ron  Coot 


The  odds  a^iost  Im- 
perial Call,  success- 
folly  defending  his 
Gold  Cup  • eruwu  at 
Cheltenham  on  ‘rimrsday 

TOclc  IftngthPTiBd  aWiw  rpp^ylH 

of  a disappointhig  woric-oot 
in  Lrdand  yesterday. 

Taken  to  Clonmel  raee- 
couzse  for  a gallop.  Imperial 
CaTi  failed  to  inmiess  onlook- 
ers — or  the  boobnakers. 

Perhaps  most  s^nficanUy, 
Ladbrokes  eased  Imperial 
Can  to  5-1  from  4-1  and  he  Is 
bracketed  on  that  price  with 
fellow  co-favonrites  Coome 
Rin  ffrom  11-21  Dorans 
Pride. 

Connections  of  Imperiisl 
&ZZ  denied  diey  were-  disap*  i 
pointed  yesterday;  but  Sixom  ' 
Clare,  a spokesman  for  Ladr  I 
brok^  echoed  many  punters*  | 
sentiments  when  he  s^d: 
‘There  have  been  doubts  j 
roundh^  TmpeHai  Call  fifr  | 


some  time  now  and  as  a result 
we  haven’t  seen  a penny  to 
him  in  recent  we^.  This  he- 
low-par  gallop  only  w»>ftigac 
the  picture  flirther.^ 

Cmior  O’Dwyer,  hxverial 
Call’s  r^Uto  elaimBd 
he  was  satiisiM  with  yester- 
day*swm±. 

Tm  happy  eibu^  that  the 
horse  is  In  good  form,"  he 
said.  Tfs  ttie  Orst  time  Fre 
I sat  on  -hhn  since  the  Hen- 
nessy  and-he  a good  bit 
stronger  in  bimsetf.** 

Imperial  Call,  working 
roos^dytwomiles  of  the  Clon- 
mel chcuit,  was  allowed  to 
lob  iOong  for  about  one  and  a 
half  mUes  btfbre  bei^  asked 
for  an  eSbrt  OP  the  hiu  in  the 
home  strai^tt. 

“It  was  the  way  it  was  dcme  : 
tiiat  wcmldh*t  have  imthessed 
some  peopla  but  Tm  quite 
happy  with  things,"  added 
ODv^r. 

. The  rider’s  opinion  must  be 
r^pected.  but  horser  rardy 
win  a Gold  Cup  after  the  sort 


Cheltenham  step  up  security 


Chris  Hmvldm 

CHELTENHAM  race- 
course will  be  spending 
over  £150,000  on  security 
dozing  the  Festival  meeting 
to  combat  the  possible 
threat  of  trouble  firom  ani- 
mal rUhts  protesters. 

They  may  fluwir  we  are  a 
soft  target  bnt  they  wonld 
be  wrong.”  said  Edward 
Gillespie,  racecourse  man- 
ager. "We  have  sophisti- 
cated security  surveillance 
and  a mobile  staff  ready  to 
handle  any  disruption.” 
Gillespie  was  speakiz^  at 
a luncheon  yesterday  to 


1 marie  the.  opening  of  the 
I new  £11.8  w«iinon  letter- 
tAaenA  ChettwoJiani 
' which,  incoepmrates  a 300 
I seat  restaurant  with  TV 
I monitors  at  all  tables,  740 
! seats,  a terrace  to  accom- 
modate 2,000,  a.  betting 
ball,  nnmerons  bars  and, 
most  important,  50  per  cent 
more  toilets.  . . 

"We  have  been  criticised  i 
in  the  past  for  chazging  too  | 
iww^ji  and  letting  too  many  | 
people  in  bnt  this  new 
stand  will  take  about  7,000 
out  of  the  general  melee.*’ 
said  GiUes^e.  "We’ll  have 
the  same  dze  crowds  bnt  it 
will  jfoel  like  less.” 


build-up  Imperial  Can  bas 
endured. 

' Bruised  after  a fall  on  his 
seasonal  debut,  he  then 
tipped  up  in  a gallop,  sustain* 
big  a minor  injury,  and  foded 
rapidly  om  ofocmtentlon  after 
three  out  when  over  20- 
leugths  third  behind  DahoU 
In  tbe  Htimessy  Gold  Cqp  at 
Leopardstown. 

Although  entitled  to  come 
on  for  that  run,  loEterial  Cah 
looked  pretty  hard-trained  In  , 
the  opinion  of  several  | 
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Tennis 


Up  and  down 
Henman  fails 

to  cut  Korda 


It  win  be  quite  a feat  by 
trainer  Ftirgie  Sutherland  to 
{ooduce  Imperial  Can  in  the 
shape  he  was  12  mmxths  ago 
when  beating  Eough  ^est 
and  Conldnt  Be  Better,  partic- 
ularly as  Gold  Civ  is  ar- 
guably.of  a higher  overall 
I stanitaxd. 

Mary  Reveley  will  not  be 
I taking  Marello  (8.50)  to 
I Cheltenham,  bnt  this  un- 
beaten str-yearold  looks  an 
gwaring  prospect  and  is  tbe 
class  act  on  today's  Kelso 
canL 

At  24bwcast2e  last  time  out 
Maraiio  won  her  second  race 
over  hurdles  wifo.  the  mini-. 

Ttirnn  of  hiffp  the  three 
vdu>  followed  her  hmne.  Ni- 
gel's  Durano  Ear 
Ahead,  have  all  won  since. 

.She  will  a tiiort  price  in 
the  HfTmpviy  Cognac  Special 
Bmdle,  and  a likdier  betting 
proposition  Is  Palaeegate 
King  (4.50). 

The  softer  ground  tile  better 
to  this  course  winner,  who 
ran  his  best  race  of  tbe  season 
last  time  out  when  third  be- 
hind Oat  Couture  and  Pariah 
at  Ayr. 

- Tbe  two  and  a half  mile  trip 
there  just  found  Ww  out  and 
Palaeegate  ^<ng  turn  the 

tables  on  Pariah  with  two  to-  nowing  home . . . Elver  Dnshion,  with  Paul  Carberry  riding,  clears  the  final  fence  to  win 
longs  less  to  travti.  tiie  Understudy  Novice  Chase  at  Wetherby  yesterday  photograph:  joimcobb 


Stephen  Blertey 

Tim  HENMAN’S  current 
mercurial  run  oC  form 
saw  him  comfortably 
beaten  6-1,  6-4  by  Petr  Korda 
oi  the  Czech  Republic  yester- 
day in  the  second  round  of  the 
It^ian  Indoor  Championship 
in  Moan. 

In  the  first  set  Henman  was 
simply  outplayed.  In  the 
second  his  returns  of  service 
and  ground-strokes  were  way 
below  his  normal  standard,  as 
they  had  been  last  Sunday 
when  he  lost  to  Marc  Rosset 
in  the  final  of  the  Eurapean 
Conununity  Championships. 

Henman  had  been  fortunate 
in  Antwerp  not  to  meet  some- 
one of  Korda’s  undoubted 
quality  ea^'  on.  for  the  Brit- 
^ No.  1 is  obviously  strug- 
gling to  achieve  consistency. 

The  British  No.  I’s  storm- 
ing first-round  victory  here 
over  Romania’s  Adrian 
Voinea  had  raised  hopes  Umt 
his  Australian  form  might  be 
returning,  but  whatever  con- 
fidence that  win  gave  him 
was  quickly  demolished  by 
Korda.  The  Czech's  ability 
has  never  been  In  doubt  but 
his  brittle  temperament  has 
often  let  him  down. 

Henman's  first  serve  was 
quickly  in  the  groove,  al- 
though fixan  the  start,  signifi- 
cantiy,  be  could  make  noth- 
ing of  Korda’s  own  swinging 
left-handed  ser\>e,  allowing 
the  Czech  a reassuring 
inyiregnability. 

Earlier  Germany's  Oarid 
Prinosil  had  defeated  Mark 
Philippoussis  of  Australia 
7-6,  2^  6-3.  removing  an 
awkward  quarter-final  oppo- 
nent from  the  path  of  the  win- 
ner of  Henman’s  match.  Too 
bad  it  was  Korda. 

Five  y'ears  ago  Korda  ended 


the  season  ranked  No.  ?,  hav- 
ing reached  the  final  of  the 
French  Open;  in  1993  he  won 
the  lucrative  Grand  Slam  Cup 
after  eHminating  Pete  Sam- 
pras in  the  semi-final.  Yet  last 
year  in  the  first  round  of  the 
Australian  Open,  Henman  de- 
foated  him  in  four  sets,  a vic- 
tory which  flagged  tbe  British 
player’s  subsequent  rapid 
rise  up  the  rankings  to  his 
current  best  of  No.  14. 

Despite  his  improved  serv- 
ing. Henman  bad  to  save  two 
break  points  in  the  fiflb  game 
and  was  similarlv  in  trouble 
the  next  time.  Three  more 
break  points  w*ere  saved,  two 
I with  aces,  before  the  almost 
inevitable  double  fault  saw 
tbe  first  major  crack  appear. 

Korda,  with  a reputation  of 
, choking,  himself  double- 
faulted  twice  as  he  sert'ed  for 
I the  first  set  but  the  second  of 
I two  curving  aces  clinched  it. 

I Henman'ssbouldersdnipped. 

Early  in  the  second  set  he 
gestured  with  annoyance 
when  a mobile  phone  wont  off 
during  play.  Italian  crowds, 
doubly  so  at  the  Faro  lt.*illco 
In  Rome,  are  constantly  told 
by  umpires  to  turn  the 
WTetched  machines  off  and 
cheerfiilly  ignore  officialdom. 
Henman  will  have  to  gel  u.scd 
to  it  or  avoid  Italy. 

In  truth  be  was  most  an- 
noyed with  himself.  His  first 
serve  was  going  in  nicely  but 
it  failed  to  stretch  Korda, 
whose  deep  and  angled 
returns  produced  either  win- 
ners or  a false  stroke  by 
Henman. 

.At  5-4  down  Henman 
finally  engineered  a break 
point  but  there  was  ne\'er  any 
gmuine  foe]  ing  he  would  save 
either  the  set  or  the  match. 
He  now  moves  on  to  (^Ifor- 
nia  and  Florida.  Perhaps  the 
sun  will  restore  him. 
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5 OateSV  NAYB-NATB(10HCB){BP)JNOvno 7-10-4  APtooCpp 

a 300*10  StePT(8>(BF)JtonlilgateW-2  _.TJtente 

7 5P85QIIIErNOMMIS(ai)Ptetar*-1IHI  — Montei 

TOP  POM  TN  Rta  Vote  8i  RwtellOfb  7 

8MtoatteiBrtattoguo.»-«M«yb-(tae,iV21bAytan,tetS!V0lo.  itei  Ktao’oBtoo.QrtoiUonieta, 
T4-TS^  rnaain 


CidlDly  (1V-8  lav);  8,  Carta  Hta  (7-<|:  8, 
JnaRv(3-l).  10  ran.  ta,  13.  IMaa  H ivnigmi 
Tote- £02a  £1. 10,  £1  so.  £1.4a  Dual  F:£3.10. 
THe:£SSa  CSF:  £9.84. 

8.10  (tai  e04M>  RNCTORV  MMDM,  A 
Tlurnton  (11-S  law):  S,  Tlmmiip  Cmak 
(5-2).  3,  Dant  TaR  TbeWIto  lltel).  6 ran. 
IX  7.  (T  Foraurl  Tale:  £2 10;  ClSO.  CS2a 
Dual  r £030.  C8Ft  £480. 

! W48  (tan  BMlOydaHJ^I, JACKSON 
I FLNIT,  X Atapuru  (13-2J:  9,  Oparane 
, |13-2n  3,  nw  McR  (7-1).  5-1  (nMav 
I DaaartForce.MtoaManBOld.l5ranK3.(T 
I Thomson  Jonea)  TMc:  E9.00;  £02a  £2.40. 
C14).  Dual  Ff&.TO.  Trie:  £10020.  CSF: 
£4422.  TrIeaR  £291.78. 

4.10  ^ Cb);  1,  CAPS  COTTAlOH,  Ur  A 
PhUnps  (7-2):  S,  Mr  PolRlar{5.0):  a,  ineb 
Maid  (10-1 1 tav).  B ran.  3.  K (D  Caro)  Tola: 
£5Ja  ci.ia  Cisa  £1.ia  Dual  P:  C11A 
CSP:£l22a. 

* -TD  (Till  fTT  1 iitjiiia  iiiEiy  1.  tnrirrr.  r n 
Kavanagh  (5-0):  s,  CharaaoR  cMaf  |2-1 
tavj:wtaMaA(7-2i.  i7ran.ixe*  IMraV' 
ward)  Tata:  ES20;  £i.40.  £1.7a  Cisa  Duel 
R B4M.  T/ift  ESSa  eSP;  £7.7&  NR:  Searte 

&10  (Sm}l  1,  RHHVBIUJTtX  S McNaUI 


nrtna  1teiriufd.*!toiitai  MMrin.Bt>Mil4WBumh4tatertovifW. 

rer-TT*~1iioifinnni~'iniii'i  tnmi  ifiiiinii  ifoii  liini  bteilnrtlai 

2ai  5 aKEOBr  HAN»  STAKES  2T0 1«  41 38,371 

1 iOGOO-fi  APiCUUTi(1«)5Biw>1nQ!M>  IWabrtarl 

3 taoo^aooouwmcvtaatonB-o DMoNoorh* 

8 633330- HARAM (141) M Ben 9-0  RNrttoa(B)7 

4 4-0SmAUBAF(ia)OO'H«l9-0  _J8rwrtJR(d)8 

B KBSAHMIbiiVitoaMeytee  „J68awhaB 

B 4IB-TBACKSOFNirTeAI»(13T)WTum«tea .T6piBli»8 

7 OD-5WOOOIAHD NYMPH (13) PHtrtB|r6nni-9  .DRilc£tai3 

TOP  FOM  TN  Hndl  a IteeiB  or  Mr  teon  7 

Brtteg:  6-4  Uamtl,  tel  Ttack*  M Uy  Taira.  9-2  Good  Day,  H Woodland  Nympb.  tel  Apicrtaif.  Itel 
Ktosondy.  35-1  Sir  AiUd.  Tnaowro 

2.45  MDMANTOH  CUBOHO  STAKBS  111  at  C3.788 

1 IMMSl  VNMVATBBCURAOiirAdlXOllBtollytetelS  ...BSaOMwCBIB 

8 S41M  RlHnM>(14)(CQ)DCIniin«ntete11  JIMtonI 

8 202300- AHIsraP(3849{C)JEyroteteM  ......_-_>-...w.^.TWNtaniea 

4 CRANDCRUMraUROiBloytetelD  - __..-._....ACldhma 

B 0iu;MlNmu«nMUTam(i4)M6o«entiyteten  ....>Paaaoy(B)7« 

a 0015(09- CUUIABt  (103)  TCriditell6-a-a _...WRpRi4 

7 BOnteOtalPVaAllcmOOOsnEflrieelnMateM  - NteThkbr** 

8 IDORTTteHKiOTHInje-tel  ■— MMirt»(n)a 

8 00-6  DUTCH  BVAHE (48) BEnioM4-1-ia  .JLDllp(S)3 

TOP  FOM  IN  B HUo  8, 6lteto  Daacrt  7,  ABtoMp  6 

BaHtopteiDiaoo.1v*Btw«tau.4-itoiie»p.telWnridWiMuiEiri.9-iUnaMflmcubt««a.  itei 
Ship's  Daneor,  20-1  DrteODyana.  BnwnM 

3a1  5 HAaniAH  MOOR  HANDICAP  fl  3Bte7 

1 3KO*teBTOPPM BROW (88) (DIGL Moon 5-0-12  DDrtltaUia* 

8 HODIte  GRHrANOtarte8)(ea)HLinodenteO-9 .....TB Hrtaagldto  13* 

a 01001-2  BOUDTCHT(16)(D)KCumnpniin-Brown5-94  .........WRyana* 

4 D6IU26-SAEBBHAITE(Ba){aQSBMiltopteP-* SWteoIsM 

6 106-010  PRHIASU (16) (CP) URywi6-te12  ACtariilB 

a SIB-OiitnOAD6TAIISaEAIITY(9)(GO)DStRn7-te10  , . ..CToaaM(3)7 

7 2W012  KLTOHmQB1(11}(6D)(aP)MmMlitoeM*te*-»-0  - -JlRidlioa* 

a 111-650  Mmoarr(i7)(DO)Wjwvistea-6 ccMtora 

8 30a33te  DAAWE(112)(CD)MsVAeonlsy6-0-3  MPowtoat 

10  000*1-6  HAS11  OP  PA85KIM  (41)  (P)(M)  4 SrtMCO  0-0-3 .Martin  Dwyw  (3)  B 

11  013-40$  OIADWRUHAll{9)(^SBamng6-S-3  - .ADalr(6)11 

13  411-325  NAII0H1VPIST0L(18)(CB)PElMter.ia  — — BWlldto8» 

II  2VD-633  DOUHIOHinR(7}(e){aP)Khmy5-te10  - -...JDuInnt* 

TePPOBWTN8rtdtelBrt8.ltoaartT.lliiR0«ifPtotol8 

■rtifaa:  4-1  Bold  Btori,  5-i  Cinwi  Gm  tel  Solermiia.  tei  EHen  Lodger.  Broadsuns  BeauiyL  Stoppes 
Bnw.lteltasbrOlPaosiHvBciUFraner.ltoitfayFtoW  lamoMn 

3.45  iBFORD  HAmCAP  1w  33M8 

1 te«l110KRMCHIPBOY(4)(eD)unyMte10-0 ^GtortS# 

I 300SF-1  KNenvMu.(3ti(e)RCtaee*s-ten  .piieiond ia 

8 liqooo- CBIUURTOH(88)JOIov«i4-9-a B tatarO 

4 0«I3te*aB£taRRADOeMS)(DteAtoM4-te« JCMonB 

B BDOOD- JCMiDB8T1IRJ0KBI(104)(e|4Letplltea-T  PPMwy(B)B 

0 0071-0  MAZURIK (4) (D)MMM0her4-teS Jtatai14 

7 12«22  RAMBOWAURBRIAXCSIDNIrtiOltoS^-O jMnWMa(7)8 

8 3teUf5R0VALCARtT0H(iai(D)GLMlHietete3  - — BWMbMrthia 

8 2SD-006  TEA  PARTY  rnURKCumlnalRm-eroni  4-9-3  WRyna 

1C  im^KauMsmutmtmteancnAi^mamFC-ts  — uHtocsawA 
11  2CMB62  aBRnNEJOHH(a)JP«tei4-tel1 -JBfartdO(B)11 

13  aOlOI»-ROAROiiTDUR<87}(CD)MraUReveIevB-6-e  ACtaMlOW 

18  6*500-0  KAMNSKA  (4)  (CD)  MChspnRH  7-8-4 BMeCteil 

14  136201  PUASURETRICK(4)(ateai}(eD}DmEiirleoineln6.8-a  JtaTtoUwY* 
TOPPBMTNCRta(wi8,l&irt»7HtoT,TOaPanr4 

BMHar  tel  Royal  ChXBo.  6->  PtoORre  Trick,  f-t  Portly  Ml.  Cartwrioi^  ter  RoMo  Ifjliter.  itei 
ORrttorti  LwR,Kinoew  Boy.  12*1  Taa  Party,  G*nulno,ldi>n  lAmawi 

4.1  5 RUPMnSUIN6STAUi1m  38)016 

1 2100-11  SABABI(14(eB)MCaiiRdHi6-9-t JOtant 

8 GOO-60  AllBSeviUlie(18)OOTMI6-te12 _ P Rebart* |B) 7 

8 330663  DB6tairMWU)eR(1f)(6D)DCnapilRn6-te12  . — A 0*618 

a 42000- nABm(1S*)JP0lW*B-te12 J8rRBM(S)8 

5 61Mm  MAJORHOU8i(14){CD}WltolOh9-teT2 RLaall 

8 OteOOa  N0RnaniHUI(14)(D)NT1aklsr6-6-U DHcKaoM4 

7 3tea»8AHDIIOOHPBHHi(21)(eD)(BF)SBwlll0lD-tee ADta(S)B 

TBPMMTNSwAto8,TonitniiiiiTno1  a 

•rttap  ?.JSHWd.  4-1  SandmaarDenln,  11-2  Noriharn  Fan,  tel  Mdor  Moi4SO.FIiaFeii,OecwlfiMSer. 
M-lAOecCyiaiw.  7,Maw* 

4.45  TuxmaB  hammcap  i«  « coasa 

1 08eiU-CeHPABIPORmR(78)(C)JEiBtaGe44-11 HnrttoDMysr(S)B 

8 teasta  RAPraR(18>(B)(8QGUowetea-3 .BWiBioda 

8 61(60-11  KALAHATA(18)(CQ)JGIonrtete13 JIDRrI 

4 UDOO-e  liOBnHnSBH(11)(e)DQRRlRn11-a-l1 A0to6M47« 

5 2n0te4  AHBTIPBIQ(URIBI(14)(ea)MC0Opnon4-te10 teHsda 

4 2.45021  CAIIOLAaAW(11}(aWRO(CO)NBrerall6-te7 JOH3 

7 6*1-a6RBBBiBBQUEST(1Q(e)JEyn6-i-5 SBucMspcniB 

8 OOtHKE  APRICAM  PABP(11)DHayanJoiR8  5-0-8 BRaHorB 

• teS3t30KiuuiiAiTrrmaM(t4)(e8}jpar>iM7-7-ii jcnmcrnmio 

10  9100*  RCtVAL ACCUUH (4) (C) C JseMon  12-7-10 Jtotaatawa*- 

11  061000- NKHWROMS)(ee)CBooOi7-telO  .HKaonadpl 

It  0005DD-BOVHAC8<130)WBrilboim5-te10 RHrttoa(S)8* 

15  00509-3  HR toOflURTY (IB) (Cto) (BOSS BnMln6.T-riO — JPliy(*)*1 

14  OnOSDI- NORTHIIBICHARHi(498)EAlaonM-10 JPaK7)14 

IDPPPBIiTNRria  j1wtarHrtlRto7,ltotoibirr6iiitfl 

BrttaR  9-2  Ktoamaa,  tel  Carol  Aipn,  T-i  mbRua  tel  Mr  Uorivi7,  wncan-Pofd.  KUnaounyra  Gi  A tO-i 
AnedMi  Qumr.CentonoPGlMor,  WirinrOuod.  lai^wan 

• Blinkered  for  the  first  time  — NEWBURY;  2.30  Fenncaler 
asO  Monks  Soham;  4.00  Mediane.  SOUTHWELL;  4.45  Royrace. 


(9-2);  S,  Oond  Lord  aiiifiihji  (tel):  8.  So 
Qq  |109-30|.  11-6  (bv  Ask  In  Time.  ia  nn. 
10,  te  (K  Banov)  Tote:  OSO:  E2SA  ESM. 
non  Dual  P;  GSOrta  Trio:  Cl3Sa  CSF: 
£4185. 

QUADPOn£2S0 
PlASRPtalhCSSa 
JACttPOn  £3380780. 

UNGHELD 

WAS  (1M  41b  1,  AS-4S,  K sicad  (te2);  2, 
SMa  of  GaM  (11-4);  3^  Naan  Detaw 
(20-1).  16-B  tav  Lm  Btoorum.  6 ran.  2.  S.  (M 
Johnaton)  Ttaa:  E2S0;  £1  Ja  n.4a  Dual  P. 
C3m.CSF:E2D5. 

EJiS  (Sf^  1,  RAMBV  mvG  K FoJIon 
(10-1);  *,  tard  Skf  (11-2);  8,  Sb-  TtatMr 
(13-0).  11-4  tav  Boweilfta  Granoa.  7 ran.  DL 
9h  hd.  (C  Falrmnn  Tom:  E12.SO;  C3j40. 
ei,to.  Dual  Fl  eiioa.  csf:  es&m 
3.35  (Tf):  1,  barbaSON,  Candy  Marne 
(11-0);  2.  ItaiiaBti  (7-4  lav};  a,  AMVa 
ConloaM  ^7  B raw.  lE.  me.  (G  L Maefe) 
Teia:  C7JD;13iD.£1sa  £2.10,  Dual  F:  nm. 
Trio.  tSTSO.  CSF:  C14S3.  Tricaat  £72Sl. 
MC  biandPrinea, 

BJSS(1nSf)i1,IRIHHBMI«rAa,ACIark  . 


(tel  1 tav);  a,  ArwiJ  Pon  Ataoa  |16-l);  3, 
. Bator  taww  (14-1).  B ran.  7,  Z <P  Mhrtirtl) 
: Tote:Gl.4O;Cl.l0.E2.10.DualP:fiB.20.CGF; 
E16S2. 

4.SB  (9ta)s  1.  SOeJAMA.  S Drowna  (0-4 
lav);  2,  Wib  Wv  (1 1-21;  8.  IBaltbtaa  Mpa 
ttapM  (4-1).  B ran.  1.  fl  (R  mower)  Toie: 
E3S0:  El.3a  E2Sa  Dual  F:  £7S0.  CSF. 
Ciasa  MR'  Lord  BlanDnmn. 
d,55(1^1,eAniLaai^JOulnn|lB-1). 
2,  tasahol  I1V-4};  8,  T lui  wata  i8-4  tav). 
e ran.  4.  SK.  (R  Kaniisnead)  Tolo:  £12.70: 
raw  CI.10,  E2.B0.  Dual  F:  £13.40.  Trio: 
£23.10.  CSF:  £»0B.  TncasC  C177S7.  M: 
AnmaaGr  Bay. 

<MIADFOTi£B.4a 
PLAC  SPOT)  £9390. 

WETHERBY 

3.30  (Sm  H(B«>  1,  OOPS  SQUAD,  fl 
Supple  (4-1);  3,  Gaoa  Vtaaa  («4  lavj:  S, 
BORhor  Comi  |3tel).  11  raiL  18,  9.  (J 
Mecldrt  Tota:  £6Sft  £120.  £i30,  MO.TD. 
Dual  R eaio.  Trie:  £71.10.  CSF:  £8.00. 

3.SB  (Rip  41 1 1Qyda  caqi  1,  RIVRB IM- 
SHION,  P Carberry  (4«1 1 (av);  3,71eo  OnU 
3,  ARORI  (20-1)  3 ran.  IX  diaL  (J 


Ho«»anl  Johnson)  Tela.  Cl  ia  Dual  F-  £1.60 
CSF  CiteZ. 

3LS0  (3n  If  HdtaOi  1,  YOUNG  KBMV,  H 
Sttople  (13-6):  8,  Smart  AppreBi*i(B-1);3, 
■MtayAeadamsill-lBtav)  7rnn  18 nL 
(P  Baoumont)TelB.  £2.40:  Cl.  10.  £230.  Dual 

F.C8SQ.eSP;£iaia 

3,60  (taR  Ch)i  1,  POUneiAL  TOWM,  A 
Dobbin  (teStav);a,lta6o»taiimar(2-T|.» 
OnwCnMOR  (11-4)3  ran  6, 1%  (RNIiOn) 
TOU:  EZIO.  Dual  F.  £1.10.  CSF:  C3  37. 

4.20  (8m  If  Cbb  1,  COVBIDALC  LAN^ 
Richard  Guest  (3-1  inMav):  2,  Oold  Wpaow 
(tel):  3,  Oarbota  Bos  (12-1).  0-1  JflHav 
D’ArtMey  SneeL  6 ran.  XL  dIsL  iMn  S 
SnUL*!)  Tom:  £4.80:  ElM,  Cisa  CAM,  Dual 
Fi£l2SO.Tiio‘£l3a7aCSF:(SS.04  Trleoai' 
£23036. 

430CSm4M10ydB  Hdla)l  1.  WrOTHE 

WEST,  tVeiiara  Guest  (ii-2),  3,  B»- 
abaitad  Cotao*  III-B  lavi.  8,  Saaoen 
baRy  (8-11. 7 ran.  < dIsL  (MieS  Smimi  TWa: 
CS20;  £2rta  El.ia  Dual  F:  C7iM).  Trio: 
£19.7a  CSF'  C1S31.  Trieasi:  CB2J4  NR: 
EtamaiOty-Madi  Trial 
QUAOPcmnsiio 
PUCaPOT:GM.70 


,1  • . 


■. 
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Soccer 


David  Lacey  on  yesterday’s  appointment  of  the  deputy  High  Court  judge  Peter  Leaver  as  the  elite  body’s  new  chief  executive 


Premier  clubs  call  in  the  law  after  Parry 


For  its  next  chief  ex- 
ecutive the  Premier 
League  has  gone  to 
law.  Peter  Leaver,  a 
S2-year-old  Q.ueen's 
Counsel  who  Is  also  a life-long 
Tottenham  fin  and  Sunday 
morning  referee,  will  succe^ 
Rick  Panr,  who  is  leaving  at 
the  end  of  the  season  to  be- 
come Chief  executive  of 
LlverpooL 

There  is  a certain  Ic^e  to 
the  appointment  of  Leaver,  a 
deputy  High  Court  judge, 
ftom  among  nearly  100  appli- 
cants. Parry  is  an 


I and  Judges  are  never  fir  be- 
hind Numbers.  Given  the 
booming  state  of  football, 
moreover,  it  will  be  handy  to 
I have  the  law  keeping  an  exec- 
' utive  eye  on  the  profits. 

Leaver,  like  Parry  origi- 
nally, is  relatively  unknown 
to  the  game  at  lai^  although 
j he  was  a famiiiAr  figure  at 
' White  Hart  Lane  during  the 
two  years  in  the  early  Eight- 
ies when  he  served  on  the 
, Spurs  board  tmder  the  clmir- 
i mansbip  of  Douglas  Alexiou. 

‘T  left  because  I h^  said 
that  I would  serve  for  two 


Electronic 


official  wins 


a rare  friend 


Martin  Thorpe  on 

one  Premiership 
chairman  ready  to 
grant  house  room  to 
the  eye  in  the  stand 


Leicester  ctty,  stRi 

smarting  from 
Wednesday’s  contro- 
versial penalty  deci- 
sion which  dumped  them  out 
of  the  FA  Cup.  have  invited 
the  Football  Association  to 
use  Filbert  Street  to  test  im- 
mediately whether  a Eburfii 
oCOcial  checking  television 
monitors  in  the  stand  could 
help  prevent  such  errors. 

With  bad  refereeing  deci- 
sions costix^  the  unfortunate 
clubs  more  and  more  money. 
Leicester’s  chairman  Tom 
Smeaton  also  urged  the  FA 
"to  do  It  in  timp  to  presait  a 
report  to  the  nest  meeting  of 
Premier  League  chairmen  on 
April  3. 1 want  infarmation  as 
soon  as  possible'’. 

Thou^  many  leading  fig- 
ures in  the  game  tMtiIc  the 
system  would  interrupt  the 
fiow  of  matdies.  the  PA’S 
chief  executive  Graham  Kdly 
said  yesterday:  “Maybe  it's 
inevitable  that  football's  got 

to  look  at  it" 

Ru^  league  agrees.  It  suc- 
cessfully used  the  system  in 
Super  League  last  season  and 
Greg  McCsdlum.  who  assesses 
referees’  performances,  said: 
"It  is  the  answer.  It  adds  ex- 
citement and  suspense  to  the 
grounds  and  the  decisions 
take  on  average  about  45 
seronds.  Leicester  would  cer- 
tainly have  been  happy  to 
wait  that  long  on  Wednesday 
night" 

Yesterday  Smeaton 
claimed  that  his  <dub  would 
lose  "hundreds  of  thousands 
of  pounds”  as  a result  the 
penalty  award  which  gave 
Chelsea  an  extra-time  victory 
after  Erland  Johnsen  had 
tumbled  in  the  area. 

Most  observers  disputed 
the  referee  Mike  Reed’s  deci- 
sion to  give  a penalty,  and  so 
did  Smeaton.  “To  lose  like 
that  was  unfair  as  well  as  fi- 
nancially extremely  serious." 
he  said.  "So,  as  the  FA  has  set 
up  a wQiifing  party  to  look 
into  whether  new  technok^ 
can  hc^  referees,  1 offer 
Leicester  City's  entire  facili- 
ties to  that  woiklng  party  to 
test  any  technology,  on  our 
ground,  wlfii  our  players  in 
any  form  of  games." 


The  Guardian  International  is 
printed  daily  in  Frankfurt  and  Roubaix 
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years,"  Leaver  explained 
when  his  appointment  was 
announced  y^tehlay.  ‘T  had 
a practice  to  run.  f was  stfR  a 
junior  counsel  and  I took  silk 
a couple  of  years  later." 

Among  the  unsuccessful  ap- 
plicants were  two  23-year- 
oLds.  "Their  recommeodatioa 
was  that  they  were  interested 
in  soccer,’  said  Sir  John  ^tuin- 
ton,  the  Premier  League 
ehflirman  who  headed  an  ap- 
pointments emmnittee  which 
included  Tottenham’s  Alan 
Sugar.  "We  didn’t  have  too 
much  diCBculty  In  weeding 


out  those  who  didn’t  match 
up  to  the  obvious  qualities  a£ 
those  on  the  shortlist" 

At  least  Leaver  is  a genuine 
fan.  He  watched  his  first  Tot- 
tenham game  as  a seven-year- 
old  on  October  18  1952,  when 
Spurs  beat  Blackpool  4>0.  *T 
was  infected  then  and  Fve 
been  infected  ever  since,"  he 
said. 

Neither  the  new  man’s  sal- 
ary nor  his  length  of  contract 
was  revealed,  although  he 
will  probably  earn  between 
£200,000  and  £^000  a year. 
He  Will  be  giving  up  his  law 


I practice  to  take  the  Premi^ 
r^giip  job  fUn-time  but  will 
! remain  a non-executive  direc- 
tor of  the  City’s  investment 
! Management  Regulatory 
j Oigani^on.  Much  of  Leav- 
er’s legal  work  has  Involved 
commexial  cases. 

In  goixtg  for  a barrister  to 
I succeed  Parry,  the  Premier 
: League  has  acknowledged 
' football’s  growing-  involve- 
ment with  the  law  both  at 
, home  and  abroad.  Sooner  or 
j later  Zjeaver  is  bound  to  be- 
' come  involved  with  the  con- 
tinuing effects  o[  the  Rnemaw 


fagft  on  the  transfer  system. 

He  will  join  the  league, 
moreover,  with  the  lengthy 
investigation  into  irregular 
payments  on  transfers  — the 
bungs  inquiry  — still  to  pres- 
ent its  fi^  rq)orL  Parrj'  yes- 
terday admitted  "a  strong 
personal  motivatiion  to  get  it 
deaied  up  before  I leave”. 

Parry  listed  the  qualities 
n»quired  of  a Premier  League 
t-hirf  executive  as  "an  ability 
to  listen,  patience,  Integrity 
and  a sense  of  humour.  But 
[overriding]  it  all  Is  the  abil- 
ity somehow  to  keep  20  clubs 


I and  20  chairmen  pulling  in 
! the  same  direction.”  - - 

Leaver  will  bring  30  years 
of  le^  experience  and  a love 
I of  footb^  to  his  hew  job.  As 
he  conceded'yesterdfiy.  be  has 
' much  to  leam.  but  on  the 
: present  crop  of  share  Qota- 
tions  in  the  Premier  League 
j his  view  was  unequivoral.  .. 

“If  they  QUnk  that’s  the 
prcgier  way  to  go  about  their 
business  and  to  organise  their 
afi^drs  ^t’s  a mattw  Ibr 
: them,”  be  said.  "They  have  to 
I answer  to  their  shareholders 
at  the  end  of  the  da^’." 


The  working  party  was  set 
up  by  the  FA  under  the  guid- 
ance of  its  director  of  r^eree- 
Ing  Een  Ridden  and  with  the 
foil  backing  of  the  exec- 
utive Graham  Kelly.  And 
though  Ridden  is  sceptical 
about  the  “eye-in-the-sUmd’’, 
he  admitted  yesterday  it 
m^t  have  to  be  tried. 

"1  think  you  oftai  have  to 
attempt  something  you  don't 
think  is  worthwhUe,  as  a PR 
exercise,  just  to  show  it 
doesn't  wwk,”  he  said.  "1 
think  that  such  an  experi- 
ment in  one  match  is  goii%  to 
come  about” 

Ridden,  along  with  Kelly. 
Fi&’s  general  secretary 
Blatter,  Gordon  Taylor  of  the 
FFA  and  John  r^^Wn,  the 
secretary  of  the  League  Man- 
agers’ Association,  all  ex- 
pressed doubts  about  the  time 
spent  waiting  for  replay 
decisions. 

A common  concern  was 
voiced  by  Blatter.  "If  we  use 
the  cameras  to  stop  the  games 
after  every  incident  you 
would  never  finish  the 
match,”  he  said. 

This  is  not  rugby  league’s 
experlenoe.  where  90  timps 
last  seasem  referees  referred 
to  a fourth  official  monitoring 
a battery  of  TV  replays. 
“Technology  is  the  answer,” 
said  McCallum.  who  watches 
videos  to  assess  the  perfor- 
mance of  each  Super  League 
referee  every  week.  "We  did  it 
because  bad  decisions  were 
having  e direct  result  on  the 
game,  the  well-being  of  clubs 
and  the  liveUhoods  of  players 
and  coaches. 

“Football  has  got  to  grab 
I hold  of  the  situation.  It  is  hap- 
pening too  many  times.  There 
are  too  many  bad  decisions." 

The  Dutch  FA  experi- 
mented with  the  system  this  , 
season  and.  thou^  reaction  ' 
was  mixed,  a report  is  due 
soon,  and  it  may  be  discussed 
at  the  flfa  International 
Board  meeting  in  Belfast 
tomorrow. 

As  for  referees,  McCallum 
believes  that  those  in  the 
nuershlp  should  be  demoted  a 
grade  after  a bad  perfor- 
manoe,  just  as  they  are  in 
rugby  league. 

Ridden,  however,  claims 
that  referees  are  as  good  as 
they  ever  were.  “I  thinv  the 
overall  standard  is  as  good  as 
in  earlier  seasons. 

“Fbr  the  first  time  we  have 
eight  Premiership  referees  on 
the  Fifa  list  The  problem  is 
not  bad  refereeing  but  the  in- 
creasing scrutiny  they  are 
subjected  to." 


Hope  sprii^  eternal . . . England’s  Powell  evades  a tadkle  &om  the  German  defender  Fltschen  at  Preston  last  night 


PHOTOGRAPH:  PErei  U3UAS 


Women’s  International:  England  4,  Germany  6 


England  haunted  by  another  Muller 


Pate  Davies  at  Preston 


The  third  Pifa 

Women’s  World  Cup 
will  be  held  In  the 
United  States  in  1999, 
but  England  taking  part  is 
about  as  likely  as  Michael 
Portillo  proclaiming  him- 
seUf  a onilateral  disarmer. 
When  the  qualifiers  b^in 
in  the  autnnm  Rngiawd  are 
in  a group  with  Norway, 
the  current  world  champi- 
ons, and  Germany,  the  los- 
ing finalists  two  years  ago. 

In  a fMendly  at  Preston's 
Deepdale  last  ni^t  the 
Germans  showed  how 
fiendishly  touch  a draw 
that  is.  Steady  on  the  baU, 


fast  and  precise  going  for- 
ward. they  had  already 
made  two  good  chances  be- 
fore the  wide  midfielder 
Pia  Wunderlich  was  given 
an  open  go^  to  tap  into  in 
the  ninth  minute. 

England  responded 
gamely;  Doncaster's  Gill 
Coultar^  winning  her  re- 
cord 94th  cap,  was  unlucky 
with  a deft  volley  from  the 
of  the  area  that  drifted 
inches  wide.  The  Germans' 
composure  counted  for 
more  Bngiigh  commit- 
ment and  in  the  16th  min- 
ute WunderUeb  again  fin- 
ished offa  sweet  move  with 
a low  drive  firom  15  yards. 

England  were  giving 
away  possession  too  often 


and  too  easily  and  Ger- 
many took  expert  advan- 
tage. Their  third  goaL  on  25 
mlnntes,  saw  Wunderlich 
loftily  a lovely  through 
ball  into  the  path  of  the 
striker  Claudia  MuUer. 
Muller  gave  it  the  clinical 
finish  it  deserved; 
ficed  a depressing  evening. 

However,  they  stuck  at  it 
— Karen  Burke’s  cross  for 
Joanne  Broadhuist  was  a 
beauty,  the  header  Qying 
just  over  the  bar — hntGer- 
I many  dominated.  Wundm> 
I lich  was  a constant  danger, 

I and  Kdly  Few’s  fontasfi- 
cally  looping  own  goal  on 
the  brink  of  half-time  only 
j summed  up  England's 
monathig  confiosiou. 


The  second  half  brought 
no  respite.  Germany  were 
five  ahead  two  mlnntes  afler 
the  restart.  The  substltnte 
Vidd.  Bxl^  was  bronsht 
I down  three  minutes  later 
j and  Hope  Powell  calmly  put 
I away  the  penalty. 

England's  continued 
effort  was  wholly  admiza- 
! ble  and  when  Joanne 
; Broadhurst  made  it  5-2  in 
the  69th  minute,  it  was  fair 
reward  fbr  a gifted  and 
hardworking  player.  Nbae 
minutes  later,  her  second 
goal  — a well-placed 
header,  brought  unex- 
pected respectability  to  an 
increasln^y  entertaining 
evening.  When  Tranmere’s 
Susan  Smith  then  made  it 


5-4  with  three  minutes 
remaining,  tucking  away 
the  rebound  when  Cooltard 
bad  hit  the  bar,  the  come- 
back was  nothing  less  than 
remarkable. 

But  England’^-plndty  en- 
durance could  not  mask  the 
fact  that  against  opposition 
like’  this,  tickets  to  the  US 
two  years  hence  still  look 
mistily  Improbable  — a 
fact  confirmed  by  Mffiler*s 
third  goal  in  iiijnry  time. 

BNOLAHDs  e«P«  (Mlllwalll:  F«w 
lAneiMl),  OatSar,  Vo«f«e  {both  Croydon). 
Martoy  (EvBilon),  CoUtiid  (Oanoaaierl, 
■orto  {Uvorpooll.  Banptoa  tCroydon). 
Broadhnral,  Wllllama,  SMith  (all 
Amnaf). 

eSRHAKVi  A«9«r«r, 

Bdrshard,  Jonoa,  nueho*. 


VMAMotaort. 

Boiww  S LMIBO  (Bamaiey). 


Scholes  makes  rapid  recovery  to  bolster  United’s  European  Cup  hopes 


PAUL  SCHOLES  has  made 
a remarkable  recovezy 
firom  a cartilage  operation. 
The  22ryear-^  Manchester 
' United  striker  has  now  been 
pencilled  in  for  the  squad  for 
the  second  1^  of  fbe  Champi- 
ons' Cup  against  Porto  in  Por- 
tugal next  month. 

His  manager  Alex  Fbrguson 
said:  "He  is  about  a week  in 
fixmt  at  tbe  moment  and  he 
could  even  be  back  playing 
for  the  second  leg. 

"That’s  a heck  of  a task  for 
the  lad,  and  he’ll  have  to  get  a 
game  under  his  belt  before- 


hand. but  he  could  certainly 
oome  into  conslderatioa  for 
that  game.” 

David  May.  tbe  defender 
out  of  action  since  a hernia 
operation  last  mon^  will  be 
in  United'9  side  agmist  Cov- 
entry at  Old  TraSbrd  tomor- 
row. played  his  way  back 
into  United's  line-up  as  be 
helped  the  reserves  beat  Not- 
tingham Forest  reserves  on 
Wednesday.  He  will  take  over 
from  the  injured  Ronny  John- 
sen tomoiTOw. 

Sheftield  United’s  manager 
Howard  Kendall  is  set  to  take 


i<ia  spending  during  foe  last 
month  to  £22  mtoifin  by  sign- 
ing Oldham’s  captain  Nicky , 
Henry  for  £500,000.  The  two 
First  Division  clubs  have 
agreed  the  fee  for  tbe  mid- 
fijdder  with  United's  defender 
Doi^  Hodgson  movix^  in  the 
opposite  direction  as  part  of ! 
the  deal. 

Kendall  paid  £700,000  for 
Middlesbrough’s  striker  Jan 
Fjortoft  and  signed  the  Ever- . 
ton  midielder  John  Ebbrdl ! 
for  £1  million  earlier  this 
week. 

Ihe  FA  Cup  gianfoSilers ' 


Wrexham  are  attempting  to 
sign  the  Aston  Villa  reserve 
striker  Neil  Davis  for  i 
£100,000.  The  23-year-oid 
Davis  has  just  retaned  to 
Villa  Park  after  a three- 
month  loan  spell  with 
Wycombe  Wanderers. 

Hans  Se^cs,  the  Wimble- 
don  goalke^r  who  is  cur- 
rently on  trial  in  Winchester 
accused  of  match-fixing.  pU^ 
again  this  weekend  after  com- 
^ting  a surprise  move  to 
Woking  Town. 

He  turns  out  for  the  GM 

Vauxhall  Conference  side  in 


their  FA  Trophy  match 
against  Dorchester.  WokiDgfs 
manager  Geoff  Chappie, 
whose  team  reached  the 
fourth  round  of  the  FA  Cup 
before  beii«  knocked  out  by 
Coventry  after  a replay,  has 
signed  Segers  on  loan  for  foe 
rest  of  the  season  after  his 
r^ular  goalkeeper  Laurence 
Batty  broke  his  hand. 

Leeds,  the  first  Premiership 
club  to  have  their  own  televi- 
sion station,  plan  to  broadcast 
on  August  9.  Subscribers  will 
be  offered  highlights  ofleague 
and  cup  games. 


Results 


Soccer 


JbiwneE  (SP):  P WiHoa;  Kwon  Oh-Chcl  (3 
Ker):  A SanctyiMlh  M Jaibmi  (8m|:  P 
HaBMom  {Swe|:  S Qniaon  |9na);  R Wiiil- 
03n:  R Bonll:  P Bmdhiiist  B Lu*;  J 
Spence  R wessela  (SA);  G Otrlc  D 
Coops.  Ts  J SsaosHn  iSwe);  M CampbM 


Pleree.  74  C MbWww.  7s  O rsM.  7S  K 
Divlos:  O Bamsrd:  C Halt. 


Basiwtball 


Tennis 


PoMponoeb  Evarton  v annIngiMm. 
AVON  INSURAMCB  COHVINATIONl 
Rat  BMaleni  Arsenal  1,  Luton  1. 
PRmDkYs  Brazil  A PolaiM  2. 


(NZ)i  D Mgolns;  £ Candnica  <M:  J Lomas: 
A CoRan;  J Townsend  (U%  P unhari 
P Hausvud  K Tbmorl  (Japan);  A 
Cabrera  (Aig);  v PMillps:  P Affleck;  D 
oarfca;  F Roes  (3p).  74  8 Sewer  (Qw);  8 
Ballecww  |Sp);  M Davie:  A Shetborna;  D 
Sonego  H Cterk;  L Peotrs  D Sin^ 

W Riley  (AUS):  M Roe;  A Ce)ka  (Geri;  B 
Muntz  (Nam):  J Pinero  (Sp). 

BOYAL  SWAZI  OMM  (Miabane}:  I^M- 
hiV  ftrai-rmmd  acoreei  (SA  unless 
sWtad):  88  D Botes,  es  s van  Vuuren.  M 
J Hobday;  C Swart  N Henning.  67  N van 
Rensbuig-,  c Dovtaon:  P Panagopoutes. 
SB  M Wiltshire;  A Crus«  8 VeuWmn  (US); 
fl  McCam  (US):  M Oreeii:  D Werner. 
AIUTRAUAN  LAMBW  MASnWS  (CM 

CoB»i:  leeilbiG  (liil  in I inieii  SS 

C SaranBlam  (Swa);  G Graham  (Can).  S7 
C Rgg-Currter  (U8).  SB  K Mouivue  D'AI- 
gue  (Ff);  L Benull  (^,  V(  Bowan  tAus);  K 
weisB  (US):  A Mwit  (AUS).  es  L Davies 
(OB);  K Arsi  (Japan);  K Webb  (Am);  M 
McGuire  (NZ);  P Hint  (US);  C JOhneen 
(US);  S ViBBsey  (USk  R Bell  (Aus):  8 Pa^ 
wig  (U8).  70  J Geddas  (US);  P Hyurnecion 
(S  Ker);  R Hetharingian  (Aus):  M Redman 
(US);  C Otbrah  \Ausl,  V SMrmer  (US)  n 
won  JaMook  (S  Ker);  F Purier  (Awl;  M 
Malkin  (US);  J McGM  (US);  9 Wmi^  (Aw); 
E DaiUhot  (Swa).  OBiw  BrtHMw  79  j hwr- 
Ivy:  H Dob^  8 Meynor.  73  L Heo^.  C 


I DUBAI  OBSEWr  CLABSICi  Lesdiwg 
I Ihetreieid  ecerei  (QB/Ira  urdees  etaM 
I '^amBieur):  BSD  Hospital  {Sp);CMam^ 
: merle.  86  M Jamas:  B Langer  (Gar);  P 
Harrington.  E Darcy.  87  J Van  da  Velds 
(Pc).  88  F Tarnaud  (Fr).  k Ef  Usson  (Swe): 
R Burna:  P Mertaaeng  (Thai);  M HMibarg 
(Swei:  R WilUc  (Aw).  89  J 8li«h  (India);  R 
Colea;  I Woosnam;  M Maekenys;  0 How- 


ell; p Baker;  T Go^a:  R Leu  R Cnapman; 
P-U  Johensaon  iSwe);  p MoGmiey,  D Gll- 
tord:  J M Otszabal  (^:  A Oldcorn.  TO  M 
TunMciifl:  P hRtmaU:  M a Martin  (SA:  R 
Green  (Aus);  P Priea;  P Lmvrie;  C Sunwon 
(Sp);  Cheng  Tsspeng  (Tahven);  M Mnu- 
land:  j Robson;  J Cocerw  (Aigi;  c Iteeca 
fll):  R Goeaen  (SA).  71 3 Qrappasonnl  (IQ; 
Zhang  Uan-wel  (China):  D Robamon;  c 
O-Connar  jnr,  I Garrfdo  (8p);  R Onm- 

Riond,  G Norman  (Aus|;  R Rwaan:  M Fany 

(Fr):  M Qaios:  A Bossert  (SwIb);  G Evans; 
p Quirici  (Swtz).  c watb.  79  P Oownie:  J 
Haaggman  iSwet;  Q Ocn  L wwhvood;  w 
Weetnar  (SAI;  F Jacobsson  (Swe),  M A 


ADVAMTA  eHAMnONSHIPS  (Phllsdsi- 
phis):  PiMi  won*  S StaBo  (Aus)  bt  V 
(US)  7-6.  S-7.  8-1;  p Sanqm 
(US)  bt  M PnMni  (Uni)  6-4, 6-1:  J Cob- 
■lor  (US)  bt  G Raoux  (Fr)  B-a,  7-fr  Second 
mP8;PII*flar(Aua)blJGknalsMi  (US) 
B-8.  7-d:  J Staric  (US)  bt  P Hevhulo 

(Neih)  6-3.  6-4.  9 SehalfciH  MMl)  U K 
Cartsen  (Den)  7-d.  e-s.  6-3;  D HMfa  (US) 
bt  T Johanason  (Swe)  6-3. 0-6. 7-6 
MILAN  INDOOR  TOURNAMRNT: 
Saeowd  rewnA  K Kueera  (Stovnk)  m A 
Beraeaiegiii  (8p)  7-6,  6-2;  D PrinosB 
(Gar)  bi  H PhlDpooucMs  (Aua)  6-7.  0-2. 
6-3:  P Kawla  (Cz|  bt  T Henman  (On  6-a. 
6-d;  A Baetsali  (Pr)  bt  M Rosaei  (Swttz) 
84. 7-6. 6-4;  N KMae  (Gar)  bt  M Mertalll 
(11)6-3.6-4. 

LTA  WPS  INDOOR  SATBJJTV  MAS- 
1BRS  (CiByden);  SewhdlnalK  M StaMra 
(Swe)  U A Rictiardson  (G8)  ^i.  4-6. 8-3; 
JOifgda  (G^  ht  0 Van  UIMm  (Btf)  8-2, 

LADIES-  CHALLENGER  (BUShev): 
Saaond  resmfc  O BMDanaeHluwa  (8»- 
isniBl  bt  8 KMnova  (Cz)  5-0  rec  R 
■cm  (Ukr)  bt  J WMh  (Gsr)  AO.  M 04:  s 
iMRap  (Nath)  bt  C Wood  (68)  6-4. 6-2:  L 
ffloUiae  (U)  tM  M Sanehac-LoranzQ  (Bp) 
6-3-  8-7. 7-6;  R sendu  (Rom)  bt  S Sctail- 
M (GM  6-t.  6-4:  O tughm  (tAr)  bt  A 
Glasa  (Ger)  4-6. 6-3. 7-6;  v Cauve  (Hun) 


NBA:  Sacramento  111.  Boston  l05;Detrob 
117,  GoMan  State  M7;  Ortando  sa.  Miami 
SR  Indiana  92,  SeaUs  76;  Adams  76.  MIL 
waukee  72;  MMnsBBts  102,  Ban  Antonio 
69;  Phoenix  in.  philadeiphie  104;  la eilp- 
pere  83.  Vancouver  80;  New  York  86.  tal- 
lano  95  (ot). 


Fixtures 


(7.4S  unless  stated) 

Soccer 


Billiards 


UK  GHAbmoNSHIP  (Nonrieh  Spoil  VU- 
lege):  TbtrO  round:  O Caiimlar  (Sngi  bt  R 
FoMvarl  (Aue)  665-423:  S Midi  ml  (Indlsl 
bt  P GtldirtM  (Eng)  682-641;  I liWIasnim 
(Eng)  bt  M Rdhanl  (todta)  508-266:  R 
CB»P—  (idg)  bt  M Spoerinsns  (Bail 
731-276. 


NAT10NW10B  UBAOim  Ftoat  DhMem 
TrscMnere  w Stoke.  ThM  Phdilem  CM- 
ctwaier  V SearborDUBli:  Doncaster  v WIoba 
(7.301. 

SCOTTISH  LRAGUMTIAd  MvlelBW  Al- 
tainn  V CowdenboMh  |Tm> ' 

FAI  NATIONAL  LNAGDM  rremlm  DM. 

Wsw  Bonemiens  v 31  Palriciis  Am;  Dun- 
delk  V Derry  C:  Shamroek  Rvrs  v Bray 
Wnora. 


Chess 


Rugby  Union 


DATO  TAN  CHALLRHGB  (Finchley): 
nnewJ  Unm.  China  1.  ErMteno  S (J  Ye  X. 
K Aikell  E;  X Peng  0,  M McDonelo  1;  z 
Weng  X.  C Ward  »•  Chlru  leads  54. 


lee  Hockey 


NNLx  Chicago  2,  Kartlora  2 (ott;  New  Jar. 
sey  6.  NY  lalandem  3:  PhUed^la  a.  Ot- 
nwa  6;  Washington  3,  Terento  1;  PhoeiUx 
& Caigsry  2;  Edmonton  3,  Anehelffl  3 (otj. 


A RfTRRHAiiONALi  EnQUiiM  v France 
(6.0.  Letcoenrl;  Scotland  v Inland  (4d, 
MyresWe). 

U-91  INTRNNATIONAU  England  v 
Franca  (8  0,  Loievsler}:  Sniland  r Irslana 
rsao.  tiwnxtiiiii 

CLUB  RWram  GMa  V SelklrK  (T.ISy, 
Hevrtek  V Kalso  (7.151;  Peobina  v Mairgae 
(8,0):  Musselburgh  v Borougluaulr  (7.0). 

Basketball 


RUDWBSSR  LRAGUBi  Worthily  v Chos. 
tor  (80). 


Snoirfeer 


Hockey 


M M Ko^  (te)  3-6. 6-3;  D CMad- 
Iww  (Cl)  bt  P Qoapar  (Hun)  6-3. 6-4 


WROPRAH  OPEN  (Melte);  Qwmmi. 
K Deharts  (Ire)  bt  P Ebdon  (Eng) 


GNLYIG  U41  TOURNAamtr  (Porthma- 
dog); WSlea  V Bcouand  (U.iSk  irewnd  v 
Franco  (2.0). 


SAaman . , . hkog  absence 


Noddle 


more 


womes 


RusmII  ThomMs 


Glenn  HOODIE’S  plan- 
ning before  tbe  Wem- 
World  Cup  qu^- 
fiw  with  Georgia  In  April  has 
been  further  affected  by  ftesh 
medical  bulletins  on  Impor- 
tant England  players 
yesterday. 

Thousli  Alan  Shearer’s  sur- 
geon dismissed  suggestions 
that  England's  captain  will  be 
oiit  for  the  rest  of  the  season. 
Arsenal  revealed  that  David 
Seaman  will  be  missing  for  at 
least  a month,  and  Tottenham 
fear  losing  Teddy  Sher- 
ingham  for  a significant 
period  again  aftm-  a one- 
match  comeback. 

Seaman  had  a successful  ex- 
ploratoiT  knee  operation  this 
week  but  has  ^betivriy  been 
ruled  out  of  England's 
friendly  with  Mexico  at  Wem- 
bley on  Mardi  29,  and  the  33- 
yearnild  goalkeeper  may  see 
little  Arsenal  first-team 
action  before  the  Georgia 
game  on  April  30. 

Arsmial’s  goalkeeper,  who 
broke  down  hours  bdbre  tbe 
Italy  qualifier  a fortnight  a^. 
entered  hospital  for  an  arth- 
rosciqiic  probe.  That  revealed 
a small  tear  in  the  cartilage, 
which  has  now  been  removed. 

Sheringham,  another  ab- 
sentee from  the  d^eat  by 
Italy,  almost  certainly  needs 
further  rest,  the  Spurs  strik- 
er’s ankle  problem  having 
flared  up  ^in  after  his  scor- 
ing return  at  West  Ham  on 
Monday. 

He  had  Just  missed  six 
Spurs  games  and  now  Totten- 
ham are  btndng  themselves 
for  another  run  without  their 
most  experienced  striker. 
Gerry  Francis  said:  “1  don't 
t?iinfc  he  needs  an  operation. 
Just  a (leriod  of  time  to  heal. 
It’s  disappointing  to  get 
Ted^  bade  and  then  lose  him 
straight  away. 

"Teddy  felt  the  ankle 
against  West  Ham,  particu- 
' laiiy  In  the  second  half.  He 
was  pleased  and  happy  to  play 
but  it  felt  pretty  sore  after- 
wards. It’s  not  looking  greaL” 
A more  upbeat  note  was 
struck  by  Dr  Jerry  Gilmore, 
who  on  Monday  performed 
foe  latest  operation  on  Shear- 
er’s groin. 

I The  Harley  Street-based 
Gilmore,  also  responsible  for 
Shearer’s  operation  in  Octo- 
her.  said  the  £15  million  New- 
castle stiiker’s  recovery  time 
would  be  "five  to  six  weeks, 
tumefUlly". 

That  is  slightly  lon^r  than 
his  absence  after  the  October 
operation,  when  Shearer 
returned  after  just  over  a 
wonth  Thic  time  he  znig'h*' 
be  available  for  Newcastle’s 
I Uefa  Cup  semi-final  first 
I (pg,  cTywiid  Kenny  Dal^lsh’s 
I team  reach  that  stage,  on 
I Aprils. 


Sport  in  brief 


Athletics 


Jon  &own  and  Paula  Rad- 
clifiU  win  not  be  overlooked 
for  next  omofo’s  world  cross- 
country championships  even 
though  they  plan  to  miss  Sun- 
day’s trial  at  Luton,  larites 
Duncan  Ma^ay.  Earlier  this 
week  the  triple  Jumper  Ashia 
Hansen  was  left  out  of  Brit- 
ain’s team  for  the  world  in- 
door championships  In  Paris 
because  she  failed  to  appear 
for  the  trials. 


Swimming 


Nick  GOIin^iam  is  to  laiUMh  a 
new  legal  chaHenge  after  It 
was  revealed'  that  the  drug 
taken  by  Andrei  Komq^,  the 
Olympic  200  metres  breas^ 
stroke  bronze  medallist  was 
performanco«nhancing.  After 
a positive  drug  test  in  Atlanta 
the  Russian  lost  his  medal  to 
the  Briton  but  was  reinstated 
on  appeal  However,  a scientist 
at  the  University  of  Lemdon 
said  Bramantan  fa  a stimulant 
"like  gettii^  an  adrenalin 
rush”. 


Chess 

England  tiqd  a second  succes- 
sive round  2-1  at  foe  Date 
Tan  challenge  at  the  Londtm 
College  of  Acupuncture  to 
reduce  the  overall  deficit 
t^inst  China  to  4-5  at  half- 
way in  tbe  six-day  series, 
lorftes  Uonard  Baiikn.  Stent’s 
Neil  McDonald  scored  ye3te^ 
day’s  winning  point  whan  he 
defeated  Xaomln'Faig  in  a 33- 
move  French  Defence. 
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Golf 


Olazabal 


thedesert 


David  Davies  in 

Dubai  watches  an 
amazing  comeback 
by  the  Spaniard 

WITH  a two-tbot  tap> 
in  and  a touch  of 
his  cap,  Jose 
Maria  Olazabal 
yesterday  completed  one  of 
the  truly'  astonishing  come- 
bpfftea  in  golfing  history. 

The  31-year-old  Spaniard, 
who  had  not  hit  a coinpetitiTe 
shot  for  18  months,  birdied 
three  of  the  last  four  holes  of 
the  Emirates  course  for  a 
three-under-par  89  in  the  first 
round  of  the  Desert  C3as^ 

It  left  him  four  shots  behind 
the  leaders,  the  . Burqpean 
Na  1 Colin  Montgomerie  and 
Olasabal's  compatriot  Do- 
mingo Hospital,  but  it  also  left 
him  an  exceeding  happy 
young  man.  Only  eight 
months  ago  he  could  not 
walk;  now  he  is  once  again 
bestriding  golf  courses. 

Afterwards  he  refused  to  be 
drawn  on  wbeftier  this  consti- 
tuted a fliD.  rtfum  to  the  work 
be  so  obviously  loves  and 
wheQier  be  had  exceeded  his 
own  expectations.  He  certainly 
exceeded  everyone  else’s. 
0H  being 

the  news,  said:  “Tbats  tranen- 
doos,  that's  a terrific  round  oa 
a course  as  hard  as  this.” 
Emirates  is  a good  test  but 
yesterday  the  scoring  was  ex- 
ceptional, with  52  of  the  123 
players  under  pu.  Montgo- 
merie, with  five  birdies  and  a 
tap-in  pflgtp  at  the  l(xig  lath, 
was  the  more  impressive  ot 
the  two  leaders,  having 
played  in  the  afternoon  when 
conditions  were  one  or  two 
shots  harder. 

This  was  always  going  to  be 
a difficult  week  for  Olazabal, 
as  much  oB  file  course  as  ml 
^ U a popular  member  df  the 
European  Tour  and  everyone 
wan^  to  weloome  brm  back. 


Montgomerie.. . . fiveUzdies 


On  the  practice  ground  it  was 
hit  three  stop 
tianriit;  tiit  tfareo  more 
wave  a greeting.  There  were 
Uterally  hundreds  to  say  hdlo 
to,  ftom  follow  playecs  to  the 
press,  from  caddies  to  coaches. 

Tafthig  of  caddies,  he  was 
rmiited  this  weds  with  Jbhn 
Mulrocosey,  the  man  who  was 
on  his  bag  before  illness 
struck.  The  two  have  a gi^ 
relationship,  the  basis  of 
which  was  fonned  in  their 
first  round  tc^ether.  Xt  was  in 
the  baiian  Open  of  19M  and 
Olazabal,  starting  at  the  lOlh, 
three-putted  the  13fb.  The  I4th 
was  a short  hole  and.  as  they 
waited  for  the  green  to  dear, 
the  Spaniard  stared  moodily 
at  the  13th  green,  moping 
about  the  missed  putt. 

Be  was  astonished  vriimi  he 
folt  a tig)  on  the  shoulder  and 
heard  his  cadiUe  aay^  ‘'This  is 
the  hole  yen  have  to  concen- 
trate on;  thi**  one  is  in 
past**  OlazaZiaZ  got  fiie  birdie 
at  the  Short  bole  and  learned 

a qaluflWa  Ipssfffi . 

He  took  a good  gallery  with 
him  yesterday,  one  that  foa- 
tured  plenty  inflowing  robes 
and  decorative  hats  . — and 
that  was  only  the  men.  Golf  is 
gradually  growing  in  the 
Emirates,  as  was  confirmed 
yesterday  by  file  announce- 
ment another  PGA  Euro- 
pean Tour  event  in  the 
Middle  E^  the'  $1  miUinn 
^tar  Miwtea-g,  to  be  played 
on  March  9-12  next  year. 

The  weather  at  tius  time  of 
year  is  perfect  for  gd^  tem- 
peratures in  the  high  80s  with 
just  aiou^  of  a wind,  and 
Olazabal's  ronnd  was -the 
more  meritorious  for  being 
played  in  the  afternoon,  whei 
the  breeze  moved  up  a notch 
tobiisk. 

He  opened  with  two 
straightforward  pars,  fol- 
lowed by  another  at  the  long 
^ whfoh  was  for  from  it,  his 
drive  disappearing  into  the 
desert  and  fiutaMug  in  One  of 
those  spiny,  spiky,  bushy 
thln^  it  is  best  to  ignore.  The 
Spaniard  dropped  out  under 
penalty,  hacked  -back  on  to 
the  feliway  and,  from  180 
yards  out.  hit  tbe  pin  with  his 
foorth.  A tap-in  twofooter 
gave  him  the  par. 

ffis  first  competitive  birdie 
for.  18  innnftM  followed.. at  the 
short  4th,  with  an  11-footer, 
but  his  lack  of  diaipness 
showed  at  file  Sth  and  0th 
where  he  missed  both  fairway 
and  green,  ch^ping  superbly 
for  pare  both  times. 

His  first  bogey  since 
September  199S  came  at  the 
90i  Triieo  be  was.fiirouidi  tbe 
green  and  chipped  pooiiy,  but 
tbe  finish,  as  the  light  faded 
to  prevent  nine  playera  from 
mmpiafiTig^  W38  all  he  could 
have  wanted.  Putts  of  SO  and 
18  feet  fen  in  at  tbe  15th  and 
letb  holes  and  he  then  hit  a 
Sd-yard  sand-wedge  third  shot 
at  the  1^  18th  which  pitched 
six  feet  the  hole  and  spun 
backtotwo. 

And  was  he  not  delighted 
with  that?  ''Wen,"  said  this 
modest  man,  'today  I man- 
aged not  to  give  myself  big 
problems." 


Rugby  Union 


Irish  give  Ashton  six-year  contract 


Brian  ashton,  the 

EngHwliTiiMW  who  has 
been  recruited  by 
Ireland,  was  yesterday 
gdven  a rix-year  contract, 
a remarkable  deal  that 
takes  him  to  the  2003  World 
Cop- 

Thy  48-yesv*old  Iiancas- 
trian  was  appointed  Ire- 
land's national  coach  as  tiie 
side  flew  off  to  Edtnbuzgh 
for  tomorrow’s  meeting 
-with  Scotland,  a game 
which  ooold  decide  who 
takes  the  Five  Nations’ 
-wooden  spoon. 

Ashton  has  been  working 
as  Ireland’s  coaching  ad- 


viser since  the  New  Year 
when  tbe  New  Zealander 
Murray  K3dd  was  relieved 
of  the  coaching  job.  Ashton 
took  on  the  poet  only  days 
after  rerignjtng  as  coiiteb  at 
Bath. 

The  length  of  his  contract 
Is  unprecedented  and 
refiects  Ireland’s  determi- 
nation to  have  him  map  out 
their  ftitnre.  He  will  sit  on  a 
trimmed-down  selection 
committee  which  will  he 
reduced  from  five  to  three 
members  and  also  inclnde 
the  team  manager  Fat 
Whelan. 

Ashton  said  he  was  "de- 


lighted” with  tbe  deal. 
“There  won’t  be  an  over- 
night  change  bnt  if  we  can 
get  a stmetuxe  in  place  we 
can  hurry  things  along,*’  he 
said. 

The  Saracens  flanker 
Richard  Hill  yesterday 
passed  a fitness  test  and 
hls  place  in  England’s 
back  row  against  France 
at  Twickenham  tomorrow. 
He  sprained  an  ankle  a 
week  ago  and  missed  his 
dob’s  Pilkington  Cap 
defeat  by  Harl^nlns  last 
Sunday. 

Wales  have  injury  fears 
over  their  fly-half  Arwel 


Thomas,  who  damaged 
right  knee  ligaments  in 
Swansea’s  Swalec  Cnp  de- 
feat of  Pontypridd  last  Sat- 
urday. But  tbe  Welsh  camp 
are  confident  be  will  be  fit 
fbr  tbe  Five  Nations  meet- 
ing with  England  in  Cardiff 
on  Mandi  15. 

Thomas’s  Swansea  and 
Wales  team-mate  Christian 
Loader  has  undergone  knee 
sureery.  making  the  loose- 
head  prop  a donbtfnl 
starter  for  the  England 
game.  And  his  obvions 
replacement.  Cardiff’s  Lyn- 
don Miistoe,  Is  also  stn^- 
gUng  -with  a knee  problem. 


A safe  pair 
of  hands 
atNo.10 


Robert  Armstrong 

on  the  happy  return 
of  Paul  Grayson 

IT  CAME  as  no  surprise 
when  Paul  Grayson  nomi- 
nated Michael  lynagh  as 
his  pick  of  contemporary 
No.  ]os.  He  is  mindful  too  oi 
the  recent  past  and  the  Welsh 
dno  Barry  John  and  Phil  Ben- 
nett — "John  was  a man  be- 
fore his  time  who  played  the 
game  Ez^land  aspire  to  now" 
— but  he  says;  “Xynagh  has 
everything.  He  has  the  com- 
plete all-round  game. 

"He  does  what  he  wants  to 
do  so  naturally,  he  makes 
very  few  errors  and  he  plays 
flat  when  he  wants,  which 
gives  him  a wide  range  of 
options.  His  tactical  aware- 
ness remains  as  sharp  as  ever 
and  on  top  of  that  he  chipped 
in  all  those  points  for 
Australia." 

The  Wallaby,  who  won  72 
caps  and  scored  911  points  for 
his  country,  and  now  plays 
for  Saracens,  is  clearly  Gray- 
son's nde  modeL  But  Eng, 
land’s  restored  fly-half  him- 
self is  averaging  nearly  17 
points  a game  — 118  In  seven 
Tests  ^ and,  though  for  from 
the  finished  article,  he  took  a 
significant  step  forward  in 
England’s  last  game,  the  re- 
cord 46-6  drubbing  of  Ireland. 

Grayson  regards  the  game 
in  Dublin  as  his  best  all- 
round England  contribution. 
His  kicking  was  pinpoint  ac- 
curate, but  more  importantly 
his  running  game  and  distri- 
bution were  a delight  accu- 
rate, unflashy  and  quick. 

Tb  end  a perfect  month,  the 
Northampton  man  has  been 
chosen  In  a preliminary 
Lions  squad.  But  at  the  start 
of  the  season  his  interna- 
tional fiiture  looked  bleak. 
Grayson,  who  appeared  in  all 
four  Five  Nations  games  last 
season,  made  way  for  Bath’s 
Mike  Catt  in  En^and’s  three 
autumn  internationals. 

Second  time  around  the  25- 
year-old  Grayson  faces 
France  at  Twickenham 
tomorrow,  the  only  opposi- 
tion to  have  beaten  England 
in  bis  seven  international 
appearances. 

‘T  have  a different  perspec- 
tive on  the  Five  Nations  the 
second  time  around.  Last  sea- 
son everything  was  new  and 
half  yonr  mind  was  taken  up 
with  tbe  extra  bits  and  pieces 
such  as  tbe  crowd  atmo- 
sphere, the  national  anthem, 
the  media  attention  and  all 
the  preparations. 

’"Dus  time  Fm  much  more 
focused.  The  feeling  of  ner- 
vousness before  each  game  is 
still  there  but  you  gri  more 
used  to  dealing  with  tbe  reac- 
tions of  your  body  and  con- 
trolling them.  It’s  easier  be- 
cause you’re  now  more  aware 
of  what’s  required,  yet  at  the 
same  time  it's  harder  because 
bigger  things  are  expected  of 
you  as  a re^t  of  your  experi- 
ence. Certainly  it’s  a lot  dif- 
ferent this  time.” 

’This  year  Grayson  finds 


himself  working  with  a new 
scrum-half.  Andy  Gomaraall, 
Instead  of  bis  Northampton 
partner  Matt  Dawson,  who 
was  also  an  ever-present  in 
last  season’s  Five  Nations. 

Indeed,  in  the  closing  min- 
utes of  the  Ireland  game  Gray- 
son had  to  adjust  hls  game 
ftirther  with  the  introduction 
of  the  substitute  Austin  Hea- 
ley, who  made  his  debut  with 
a series  of  bold  decisions  that 
acc^rated  England's  scoring 
spree. 

“Occasionally  I’ll  boll  over 
and  let  loose,  especially  at 
club  lex'el,  if  something  goes 
wrong,”  Grayson  admits. 
“But  Gomars  is  a very 
capable  scrum-half  who  poses 
a strong  threat  around  the 
base  of  the  scrum.  It  has  by  no 
means  been  the  perfect  part- 
nership but  overall  we've 
gone  together  all  right.  You 
just  have  to  react  to  whom 
your  playing  with  and  get 
used  to  Che  differences. 

“At  certain  times  the 
French  are  able  to  produce 
different  running  lines  which 
can  be  very  dangerous,”  he 
points  out.  "Tbe>'  can  do 
things  at  incredible  pace  with 
the  backs  and  forw.ards  in- 


‘I  have  a 
different 
perspective 
second  time 
around’ 


volved  and  if  you’re  not  on 
your  guard  theyTl  tear  you 
apart  All  of  a sudden  th^ll 
make  SO  yards  in  counter- 
attack and  you  won’t  know 
quite  how  it  hapi^ed  until 
you  watch  it  again  in  slow 
motion.  They’ve  got  pace  all 
round  the  park,  they’re  tre- 
mendous hall-handlets  and 
they  have  a lot  of  size  up 
front 

‘Tf  theyYe  allowed  to  start 
enjoying  themselves  they’re 
absolutely  lethal.  If  you  can 
help  it.  you  don’t  kick  badly, 
you  dw’t  give  them  space, 
and  you  don't  miss  ta^es; 
I'ou  pk^  a pressure  game. 
Every  time  they  get  the  ball 
in  their  hands  jmu  make  sure 
they  get  clattered  some- 
one; you  use  the  kidcing  game 
and  squeeze  them  until  they 
lose  their  temper. 

"Tbat’s  bow  England  have 
done  it  in  tbe  past  You  Just 
smile  at  their  indiscretions 
and  get  on  with  it  which 
seems  to  upset  them  Just  as 
much.  This  time,  though.  I 
would  like  to  think  En^lmd 
could  pressure  France  with- 
out Jtiddng  tbe  ball." 

And  DOW  Gray^  can  even 
look  back  on  his  exclusion 
from  the  England  side  during 
the  experimental  pre-Christ- 
mas period  with  a sense  of 
wry  detachment  Joking  that 
he  became  a good  deal 
"poorer"  in  financial  terms 
while  Catt  wore  the  No.  10 
shirt 


Boxing 


Uncle  Ray’s  split  decision 


John  Rawlings  in  Atlantic  City  on  Hector 
Camacho’s  date  with  a 40-yearni)id  legend 


kY  HIS  own  admission. 
Lfest  cars,  wtexten  and 
^wlld  -parties  have  had 

mnrp  than  a paeaiwg  hifliianffa 

on  the  life  of  Heetpr  ’^acho” 
Camacho,  the  Piieito  Rican 
who  hopes  to  spoil  Sugar  Ray 
Leonard’s  comeback,  here, 
tomorrow  ni^t 

Once,  after  an  apparent  at- 
tempt to  combine  Us  inter- 
ests, be  was  arrested  and 
charged  with  dangerous  driv- 
ing when  be  was  spotted  with 
a woman  passenger  driving 
la  tbe  fest  lane  oTa  fitoway.  A 
gobsmacked  traffic  cop 
reported  that  Camacho  had 
been  "doing  the  wild  thing”.- 

He  to  have  mel- 

lowed, though  tbe  evidence 
this  week  suggests  be  still  has 
some  way  to  go.  During  a 
fight  press  conference,  he 
rdfemd  to  Leonard’s  public 
ity  Jay  D BrowA  as  a ^fet 

bastard",  threw  a glass  (tf 
water  over  hls  opponent’s 
trainer  and  had  to  be 
retrained  after  aiming  a kirir 

at  the  table  where  fim  40- 
yeaTK)ld  Leonard  and  his  en- 
tourage were  seated. 

At' a public  work-out,  be  er- 
rived  while  Leonard  was,  cop- 
ing with  umpteen  tefevisioin 
interviews.  Be  and  his  sup- 
porter^ beUowiitt  in  "macho 
time”,  made  their  way  to  the 
ring,  where  Camacho  shouted 
that  Leonard  was  “giving  the 
public  what  they  want  jump- 
ing ropes,  hitting  bags,  spar^ 

ring  and  talking  shit". 

Leonard  said  quietly  (tf  his 
34-yeac^d  opponent:-  "He’s 
hyper,  crazy,  ridiculous.  But 
it’s  just  the  way -he  is.  He’s  a 
terrific  boxer  and  he’ll  be  in 
his  best  shape.  He’ll  raise  his 
performance. to  another  level 


because  he’s  fighting  me." 

Camacho  has  been  a pnrfies- 
sional  since  i960,  and  in  67 
professional  fights  has  lost 
only  fiiree  times.  Julio  Cesar 
Chavez,  (^reg  Baugtei  and  Fe- 
lix-Trinidad  got  file  better  of 
him,  fhou^  .none.  the 
distance. 

His  critics,  with  scene  jostifir 
cation,  sugg^  he  should  have 
made  more  of  hfe  ccxiricterable 
fMiiMitg  sUck  southpaw  «irine 
earned  him  various-  world 
titles  from  super-feather- 
wcd^tQwards.'  Now  heavier, 
he  brin^  the  inconsequential 
IBC  mickDewri^t  crown  into 
this  eemtest^  a tide  he  won  by 
outpointing  the  45-year-old 
Roberto  Duran'last  June. 

It  -was  after  that  he 
shouted  to  Leonard,  who  was 
commentating^  at 'ringside, 
and  said  they  should  "get  it 
onand  have  some  fim’^ 


(^mgehn  . wUlUbng 


He  got  his  wish  and  said 
this  week:  "1  have  the  great- 
est respect  for  Ray,  he  has 
been  a l^end.  But  fills  is  my 
time.  I see  no  fire  in  hls  atti- 
tude. He  says  he's  excited  but 
rve  seen  girls  more  excited 
than  him.  He  doesn’t  look 
ri^t” 

Camacho’s  preparations 
were  disrupted  by  a change  of 
trainers  only  thr^  weeks  ago 
when  he  sacked  Pepe  Correa, 
who  numbers  Leonard  and 
Lennox  Lewis  among  the 
fighters  he  has  prepared. 
“He's  just  an  egotistical 

prtofc.”  <~ia»riaf>vi  diH 

A former  trainer,  Jesse 
Reid,  was  reinstated.  He  said 
the  cdiange  was  made  just  in 
time.  "Hector  realised  Correa 
is  a cem  artist  He  foaled  up 
the  camp,  but  Hector  apolo- 
gised so  I came  back. 

“Leonani  has  been  crazy 
talring  Oamaffhft  aS  a COine- 

ba(dc  He’s  left-handed, 
dusive  and  has  fought  16 
Hmafl  In  the  last  two  years. 
Ray  is  in  for  a big  staoc^” 

- Camacho's,  eldest  ton,  He& 
tor  junior.  leoenfiy  tamed 
pro.  and  is  by  his 

fetiier.  His  youngest  four- 
year-old  MC,  has  been  an  en- 
dearing figoie,  scampering 
aioond  this  wtolCs  prelimi- 
naries. Caiwarbft  seUiOT  SayS 
the  boy  is  his  inspiration. 

pN^lte  the  firther’s  • fbul- 
moiithed ; buthnrsts,  the 
underlying  goodwill  and 
respect  between  .fbe  two  flitt- 
ers was  - evidteit  when  MC, 
with  bis  fetheris  approval,  sat 
on  "Dncle  Ray’s''lmee  during 
a questum-and-answer  ses- 
sion wifix  Journalists. 

Leonard  fe  a sUgfat  fivDurtte 
to  toe  bteting,  but  they  may 
•ftart  even.  "Who  do  yon  fiitok 
wiH  win,  the  Utfle  boy 
was  adted.  He  paused  and 
\riiispered  into  Leonard’s  ean 
‘Datl^ ...  and  Unde  Ib^.” 


Rugby  League 


Wigan  warm  to 
sell-up  option 


Pmul  Rtxpatrtcfc 


WIGAN  Warriors 

seem  set  to  sell  Cen- 
tral Park  to  Tesco 
fbr  £11  million.  Ihe  super- 
market made  no  com- 
ment yesterday  but  the  deal 
could  be  completed  this 

If  that  luqipexis  \Wigan, 
temporarily  at  feast  xoay 
share  Bblton  Wanderers' 
new  stadiom  at  Horwlch, 
about  five  miles  from  Cen- 
tral Park. 

nie  attemati'm  to  the 
Tesco  deaL  namely  selling 
out  to  the  wealthy  owner  of 
Wigan  Athletic  football 
club,  Dave  Whelan,  would 
put  the  club  In  a “financial 
stratt-jatiket”  and  jeopar- 
dise its  ftitare  viability, 
said  Jade  Robinson,  Wl^ 

Wtaelan  has  offered  to 
buy  Central  Park  for 
£4  million  and  pledged  a 
farther  £12.5  million  for 
redevelopment  of  the 
ground,  which  would  then 
be  shared  by  both  the 
town’s  rog^  league  and 
soccer  clubs. 

However,  ^^gan’s  three- 
man  board  — It  was  four 
imrii  Monday  when  John 
Martin  resigned  — has  had 
lengthy  talks  with  lawyers 
about  its  legal  position  and 
individual  labilities. 

This  follows  examination 
ofthetexxQS  Ofthe  lOO-year 
lease  proposed  by  Whelan. 
What  is  known  is  that  he 
would  receive  10  per  cent  of 
gate  receipts,  10  per  cent  of 
ttoevlsion  fees  and  a mini- 
mum of  £100,000  from  ad- 
vertising iXL  the  ground. 


‘"The  lease  offers  ns  no 
way  of  generating  any  reve- 
nue other  than  tiiron^z  tbe 
tomstiles.  and  Mr  Whelan 
takes  10  per  cent  of  that,” 
said  Robinson. 

Martin  commented:  *’I 
have  asked  my  solicitor  to 
see  if  we  have  gronnds  to 
challenge  tbe  board  of  di- 
rectors’ derision.  1 think  1 
am  talking  on  behalf  of  tbe 
shareholders  and  fims;  1 
can’t  believe  they  want  to 
see  the  greatest  rugby 
league  clnb  in  world  leave 
Wigan  and  play  in  Bolton. 

’’It  would  be  the  start  of 
what  I believe  would  be  a 
nomadic  existmica,  and  1 
can  upon  tbe  fens  to  tom  np 
at  the  friendly  game  against 
Castleford  ’Dsm  at  Central 
Paris  to  protest  vigDrousIy.” 

The  move  from  Central 
Pazic  would  be  opposed  by 
many  supporters  and 
would  snub  the  Wigan 
shareholders  who  last 
month  voted  by  seven  to  one 
to  accept  Whelan’s  offer. 

“What  people  should 
realise,”  said  Robinsem,  "is 
that  tbe  Tesco  option  would 
give  Wigan  the  chance  of 
boildiBg  a new  ground  in 
the  town.’’  Where  that 
would  be.  thoo^  is  no 
longer  clear  and  the  local 
council,  which  had  given 
its  support  to  tbe  building 
of  a stadium  at  the  Robin 
Park  complex  — to  be 
shared  by  Wigan  and 
Wigan  Athletic  — now 
seems  to  be  distancing  it- 
self from  file  imbroglio. 

Wigan’s  former  coach 
Graeme  West,  meanwhile, 
has  been  approached  by 
Halifax  Blue  Sox  about 
their  coaching  vacancy. 


Cricket 


England  plan  earfr  start 


Paul  Weaver  on  a scheme  to  try  to  avoid 
embarrassment  in  West  Indies  next  winter 


NGLAND’s  cricketers 
will  take  out  a form  of 
insurance  against  the 
sort  of  humiliation  they  suf- 
fered at  tbe  start  of  their  tour 
of  Zimbabwe,  by  going  to  the 
Caribbean  two  weeks  early 
next  winter. 

Tkaditionally  the  tour  of  the 
West  Indies  is  for  about  10 
weeks,  from  mid-January 
until  the  start  of  ApriL  But 
their  coach  David  Lloyd 
revealed  tbat  they  would  de- 
part at  the  start  of  the  new 
year. 

'The  dates  for  next  winter 
are  stiU  being  finalised."  he 
said  here  in  Auckland  yester- 
day. "But  it  looks  like  tbe  offi- 
cial tour  will  start  In  Jamaica 
around  January  16.  What  I’m 
sayii^  Is  tbat  we’ll  get  out 
there  a good  fortnight  before 

"We  are  talking  about  after 
Chiistnias,  which  helps.  And 
toe  time  win  be  split  up  be- 
tween acclimatisation,  fit- 
ness. practice  and  matches. 
TTiere  will  also  be  another 
period,  later  in  the  tour,  set 
aside  ^ ikmilies.  But  the  de- 
tails for  aR  this  have  yet  to  be 
finalised.” 

England  are  anxious  to 
avoid  a repeat  of  the  sort  at 
embarrassment  that  has 
attended  most  of  their  recent 
travels.  Their  tour  of  Zimba- 
bwe, wblch  launebed  their 
winter  at  the  end  of  Novem- 
ber. was  hardly  an  exception. 

Their  first  match,  against  a 
Districts  XI  in  Har^  South, 
was  washed  out  But  in  their 
second  warm-up  game  the 
President’s  XI  beat  them  by 
five  wickets  and  to  their  next 
fixture  they  were  bowled  out 
for  197  and  180  as  little 


Masbonaland  triumphed  by 
seven  wickets. 

Uoyd  added:  “Before  we 
went  to  Zimbabwe  we  did 
everything  I wanted  us  to.  We 
went  to  Portugal  and  I was 
driighted  with  our  fitness 
programmes  and  assess- 
ments. But  perhaps  we  could 
have  used  a little  bit  more 
time  to  beaime  mauto-ready." 

RnpianH  are  clearly  deter- 
mined not  to  be  cau^t  cold 
again  althouEh  in  Zimbabwe 
it  appeared  to  be  the  players’ 
mentel  approach  rather  than 
any  lack  of  physical  prepara- 
tion which  was  the  proUem. 
As  for  "quality  time"  with  the 
wife  and  kids,  this  was  an- 
other issue  b^re  Zimbabwe. 
Several  players  were  upset 
tbat  wives  and  children  were 
not  allowed  on  tour  this 
winter. 

Meanwhile,  the  players 
were  given  another  day  off  to 
prepare  for  the  fourth  one-day 

international  against  New 
Zealand  which  begins  at  Eden 
Park  ton^t  (British  time). 
England  won  toe  flTSt  tWO 


matoheg,  and  tbe  third,  to  Na- 
pier on  Wednesday,  was  tied 
when  both  teams  scored  237. 

No  reasonable  person 
would  begrudge  Englaiid  time 
off  at  this  stage.  After  all,  they 
have  played  a great  deal  of 
(ul^et  this  winter.  But  it  is  (tf 
some  concern  that  they 
started  badly  in  Napier,  just 
as  they  had  to  toe  previous 
game  in  Auckland. 

Bad  England  won  the  series 
3-^  they  might  have  used  toe 
final  two  games  of  this  tour  to 
experiment  Now,  toat  will 
not  be  the  case.  They  are  fhlly 
aware  of  the  impact  made  by 
^Ir  3-4)  one-day  drubbing  by 


Zimbabwe.  Tonight  Ronnie 
Irani  is  perhaps  tbe  plaj’er 
whose  position  is  most  under 
threat  He  may  be  replaced  by 
tile  Yorkshire  sauner  Chris 
SOverwood. 

• Durham  have  completed 
their  fourth  signing  ri  the 
winter  by  capturing  the 
wicketkeeper  Martin  Speight 
from  Sussex  on  a three-year 
contract.  The  29-year-old 
Speight  is  a former  Durham 
University  student  The  for- 
mer Australia  batsman  David 
B(ton  is  thifi  year’s  captain 
and  Durham  have  further 
strengthened  their  batting  by 
signing  Nick  Speak  from  Lan- 
cashire and  John  Lewis  from 
Essex. 


Ski  ^ 
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SportsOusardian 


quits 
Palace  to 
join  Forest 


fan  Ross 


Dave  bassett 
walked  out  on  Crys- 
tal Palace  yesterday 
to  forge  a new-look 
management  team  with  Stuart 
Pearce  at  Nottingbam  Forest 
Only  13  months  after  bis  ap- 
pointment Bassett  resigned  as 
manager,  preferring  to  over- 
see Forest’s  fight  for  Premier- 
ship survival  as  general  man- 
ager at  the  City  Ground 
rather  than  conduct  Palace’s 
push  for  promotion  fliom  the 
First  Division. 

As  he  cleared  his  desk  at 
Selburst  Park.  Palace  were 
believed  to  be  considering 
replacing  him  with  Steve  Co^ 
pell,  who  resigned  as  their  di- 
rector of  football  last  October 
to  manage  Manchester  City- 
Coppell  spent  only  four  weeks 
at  Maine  Road  before  stand- 
ing down  because  of  ill- 
health.  However,  be  remains 
a close  personal  friend  of  the 
Palace  chairman  Ron  Moades 
and  recently  has  been  a part- 
time  scout  at  the  club. 

Bassett  informed  Noades  of 
his  decision  early  yester^ 
afternoon,  some  24  hours 


Bassett . . . general  manager 


after  he  had  been  approached 
by  a member  o£  the  consor- 
tium that  assumed  control  of 
Forest  on  Monday  wh^i  the 
protracted  takeover  battle 
was  finally  resolved. 

*nus  Is  the  correct  deci- 
sion in  terms  of  my  career,  in 
terms  of  finance  ami  domesti- 
cally,*' said  Bassett  “But  ob- 
viously 1 am  sorry  to  go. 

"I  have  no  intention  of  step- 
ping on  Stuart’s  toes.  He  win 
be  picking  the  team,  deciding 
tactics  and  so  on.  But  I have 
known  biin  a long  rima  smd 
he  needed  someone  with  man- 
agement esperience." 

Although  the  three  men  be- 
hind Monday's  takeover  — Ir- 
ving Scholar,  Nigel  Wray  and 
Phil  Soar  — have  pledged 
about  £16  mfliinn  for  new 
players,  they  are  believed  to 
be  concerned  about  Pearce's 
relative  inexperience  in  the 
transfer  market 

Bassett  is  regarded  as  a 
manager  with  sound  bosiness 
acumen  and  he  will  be 
required  to  n^otiate  deals  set 
up  by  Pearce  and  sanctioned 
Forest’s  revamped  board 
of  directors. 

Bassett,  who  first  managed 
vnmbledon,  took  charge  at 
Palace  shortly  after  his  seven- 
year  spell  at  Sheffield  United 
ended  by  mutual  consent  He 
was  bom  and  raised  in  the 
London  area  but  his  family 
still  lives  in  South  Yorkshire 
and  he  was  known  to  be  keen 
to  return  to  the  region. 

Pearce  indiratpH  thi*;  week 
that  he  was  considering  stand- 
ing down  as  Forest's  manager 
this  summer  whether  or  not 
they  avoided  relegation.  He 
was  appointed  caretaker  man- 
ager until  the  end  of  the  sea- 
son after  the  departure  of 
Frank  Clatk  three  months  ago. 

“If  1 think  my  stepping 
down  will  help  Forest  in  the 
ftiture  t will  do  so,"  Pearce 
said.  “If  it  means  simply  be- 
coming a player  again  i will 
do  it  without  hesitation.” 


THE  EUROPEAN  TOUR  BEGINS  IN  EARNEST 


V v-u.'-  ' 


Baekoneonrse. . . OLazabal  hits  his  first  tournament  shot  for  18  months  as  he  fees  off  in  the  Dubai  Desert  Classic 


PHQ(T06RAm  OMAD  CMMQH 


Olazabal 
fashions 
dashing 
return  in 
Dubai 


JOSE  MARIA  Olazabal’s 
first  toimameat  round 
for  18  months  ended  In 
a remarkable  three-uuder- 
par  69  in  Dubai  yesterday. 

It  left  the  81-year-old 
Spaniard  Joint  I5th  in  the 
£700.000  Desert  Classic  and 
put  a si^e  not  Just  on  his 
foce  but  on  that  of  the 
whole  European  Tour. 

The  former  US  Masters 
champion.  • who  eight 
mon^  ago  could  not  walk 
as  he  battled  what  was 
thought  at  first  to  be 
rbeuBBatold  arthritis,  was 
understandably  delighted 
with  his  first  stei^  on  the 
comeback  traiL 
After  three  birdies  In  the 
last  four  holM  on  the  Emir- 
ates course  he  finished  four 
shots  behind  the  leaders. 
Colin  Montgomerie  and  Do- 
mingo Hospital.  am  very, 
very  happy.”  he  beamed.  ’*1 
didn't  put  a score  In  my 
mind.  I Just  told  myself  to 
Mt  as  many  good  shots  as  1 
could  and  not  get  angry.*' 


David  TinirtaSi  gape  15 


High  Court  rules  against  Welsh  union 


Nick  Varl^  reports  on  a test  case  that  will 
force  changes  to  disciplinary  procedures 


WELSH  rugby’9 

gradual  transfor- 
mation into  a 
professional  sport 
was  forced  forward  yesterday 
when  a High  Court  judge 
granted  Mark  Jones,  the 
Ebbw  Vale  No.  8.  an  injunc- 
tion so  that  be  can  carry  on 
playii^  while  a four-week  ban 
is  reviewed. 

A full-scale  review  of  disci- 


plinary procedures  is  certain 
after  the  test  case,  brought 
after  Jones  had  been  sent  off 
for  fighting  while  playing 
against  Swansea  last  Novem- 
ber, His  complaint  was  that 
the  discipline  bearing  did 
not  consider  bis  case 
properly. 

Jones  was  not  permitted 
formal  representation  and  the 
solicitor  allowed  to  speak  for 


him  was  unable  to  watch  a 
video  ta  tite  match  with  the 
disciplinary  committee  and  to 
comment  on  it 

He  was  also  refused  permis- 
sion fo  caH  witnesses,  cross- 
examine  others  or  question 
the  r^eree.  Such  oversights 
amounted  to  a “procedural 
defect”,  Mrs  Justice  Ebs- 
worth  decided,  and  led  to  a 
punishment  of 

length".  She  added  that  sport 
was  now  “big  business”  and 
professional  players  had  to  be 
treated  as  such. 

Ebbw  Vale's  president  Paul 


Russell,  himself  a lawyer, 
welcomed  the  decision: 
Trmn  the  outset  In  this  mat- 
ter. it  was  the  contention  of 
Ebbw  Vale  RFC  that  the  disci- 
plinary procedure  of  fiie  WRU 
was  unfair  within  the  context 

a pntfbsLcmal  game. 

“We  hope  and  trust  that 
this  decision  will  be  a water- 
shed in  the  relationship  be- 
tween the  WRU  and  its  profes- 
sional dubs.” 

The  WRU  itself  issued  a 
non-committal  statement: 
*”Ibe  union  will  cmeftiUy  con- 
sider the  implications  of 


today's  interim  judgment  in 
the  case  before  deciding  what 
ftirther  action  it  will  take  on 
this  matter.” 

But  a sports  lawyer.  Tom 
Usher  of  S J Berwin.  said  the 
rules  would  have  to  be  ove^ 
hauled:  "There  has  got  to  be 
some  sort  of  prop»  appeal 
procedure.  If  your  Job  is  on 
the  line  you  don’t  want  your 
fate  being  decided  by  five  ex- 
internationals,  sitting  there 
sipping  brandy  and  smoking 
cigars. 

“The  law  in  this  case  is 
making  up  for  what  isn’t 


there  In  the  rules.  It  is  an  im- 
portant case  for  rugby.  The 
days  when  a suspended 
player  would  go  off  to  his  Job 
while  he  served  his  ban  are 
gone.  Now  rugby  is  his  job." 
Jones  earns  £29,000  a year  as 
well  as  up  to  £10.000  In  win 
bonuses. 

The  implications  of  the  rul- 
ing may  be  limited  outside 
Wales  as  the  English  authori- 
ties have  already  imple- 
mented changes  in  their  disci- 
pUna^  system  and  Semtish 
azxl  Irish  rugby  fell  under  dif- 
ferent legal  sy^ems. 


A little  flutter  makes  the  heart  go  funny 


Vincent  Hanna 


There  were  12  mes- 
sages on  the  voice  mail- 
10  were  from  Huga  my 
actuary  friend.  It 
ways  happens  on  byelection 
days.  He  gets  excit^ — nay 
orgasmic — about  numters. 
He  sees  things  that  the  rest  of 
us  cannot.  I wiped  them  all. 
hid  in  the  shed,  and  thought 
about  sportsmen  at  40. 

First  Ray  Wilkins:  he  has 
joined  Orient  on  a match-to- 
mateta  basis,  his  11th  club.  He 
plays  against  Barnet  tomor- 
row and  no  doubt  will  give 
value  for  money. 

There  is  some  dignity  in  a 
footballer  who  continues  to 
serve  the  game  at  a levd  with 
wb  icb  be  is  comfortable.  Ray 
won  84  caps  for  England  and 
played  for  Milan  as  well  as 
Manchester  United  and  Chel- 


sea. This  new  start  partly  may 
be  about  but  it  does  no 
harm.  I wish  him  well. 

Which  is  more  than  I can 
say  for  the  ridiculous  Si^ar 
Ray  Leonard,  who  fights  Rec- 
tor (Macho)  Camacho  in  At- 
lantic City  tomorrow  for  some 
nonsense  called  the  IBC  mid- 
dleweight championship.  He 
will  receive  $4  million 
millloa)for  it  Shortiy  after- 
wards Leonard  will  be  41. 

He  has  not  fought  in  five 
years,  since  he  lost  to 'ferry 
Norris  in  Madison  ^uare 
Garden.  “Ha  needs  lotting 
up.”  I remarked  totbe  dog. 
“not  just  for  destroying  him, 
self  but  for  treading  on  my 
dreams."  Murphy,  our  Alra- 
tian,  who  bad  just  gone  10 
rounds  wife  foe  cobker  span- 
iel next  door,  agreed. 

The  phone  rang.  It  was 
Hugo  of  course.  “1-3,  that's  foe 
bet:  hopdess  odds,  but  I can 
get  you  a nice  treble  with 
Betty  Booforoyd  and  the 
streaker.” 

I  bit  my  tongue  but  the 
words  escaped  through  my 
teeth.  “What  streaker?*' 

“Well.''  said  Hugo,  rustling 
his  papers,  “England  are  1-3  to 
beat  France  on  Saturday,  and 
the  odds  are  the  same  on 
Labour  getting  an  overall  ma- 
jority at  foe  election.” 


“There’s  no  money  to  be 
made  on  either.”  1 said. 

“Quite  so."  said  Hugo, 
“Labour  are  1-7  at  Wirral  - 
Soufoand  the  'spread'  bet  Is 
340-346  seats.  But  what  about 
a few  ticklers  for  you?" 

‘Tve  been  tickled  before, 
Hugo.  Thank  you  and 
goodbye." 

“Suit  yourself.  Vince.''  he 
said,  “but  who  gave  you  the 
tips  about  Gaxsa  [marrying 
Sheryl  at  20-1)  and  Chris 

Evans  (3-1  to  leave  Radiol]  — 
and  don't  foiget  foe  streaker.” 

**Not  interested,”  1 snapped 
and  hung  up. 

I FOLLOWED  Sugar  Ray'S 
career  from  his  Olympic 
gold  medal  in  Montreal  in 
1976.  At  ttiat  vicious  brawl 
in  foe  same  cl^  In  1980.  when 
he  lost  to  Roberto  Duran,  his 
wife  Juanita  feinted  at  ring- 
side. Five  months  later  he 
regained  his  title  In  New 
Orleans,  forcing  Duran  to  call 
/lo /Tins  In  foe  ei^th.  Wbat  a 
talent 

What  about  foat  encounter 
in  1987  when  Sugar  Ray  came 
out  of  a three-year  retlrament 
to  beat  Marvin  Hagler  in  adis- 
play  of  athletic  grace  and 
spi^  that  defied  belied 
He  was  foe  first  boxer  to  win 
8100  million  in  foe  ring,  be  had 


problems  with  cocaine  and  al- 
cohol, be  destroyed  his  mar- 
riage to  Juanita.  Then  he 
moved  to  Los  Angles,  where 
he  married  Bernattette  Robt 
whose  father  Paul  was  one  of 
the  Flatters. 

'Tm  totally  supportive,” 
Bernadette  told  the  press. 

“She  needs  locking  up  too."  I 
remarked  to  Murphy,  as  1 
grabbed  foe  phone  in  a frenzy. 

“What  was  that  bit  about 
foe  streaker?”  I spluttered. 

Hugo  chortled.  “You  can  get 
20-1  against  Betty  Booforoyd 
adjourning  the  Commons  be- 
cause of  a streaker."  Hugo  gets 
much  of  his  Information  from 
Bill  Walker,  a betting  sage  in 
Gla^w.  If  you  fancy  aflutter, 
try  some  of  these:  6-1  against 
foe  UK  to  ^n  foe  Eurovision 
Song  Contest;  60-1  against  a 
woman  to  ride  the  whiaer  of 
foe  Grand  National;  50-1 
against  Sir  Nicholas  Scott  be- 
coming  President  of  foe  Tem- 
perance Society;  and  100-1  (in 
frnm  isO-1  this  week)  against 
discovery  of  the  Loch  Ness 
Monster  in  1997. 

I have  worked  out  a nice 
treble:  France  at  9-4:  Ray  Wil- 
)dns  to  score  tomorrow  at 
12-1 : and  the  streaker,  of 
course.  That  makes  888-1. 

Murphy  thinks  1 need  los- 
ing up. 
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Across 


5 Porped  ca^  capturing  short 
fat  monster^ 

6 Cause  confusion  and 
imp  lore  Foreign  OfRoe  to 
intervene 

9 In  such  an  event,  part 
clutch  need  nspia^g 

C3-3-5.4) 

SO  Go  gutwtlh  previous  partner? 
Exactly  whafs  rteeded  (4) 


11  Cerriial  London  area? 

Must  I change  costume? 

(8) 

14  Awingerontransterfrom 
Oslo?  (9) 

16  Female  graduate  describes 
old  queen's  domaltt  (5) 

16  Ybung  flapper  with  pained 
expression  was  suffering  ^ 
18  So  never  mind  dtiverfe 
warning  (9) 


20  Pub  has  nothing  sent — 
we’re  told  ifb  not  to  blame  ^ 

21  Scrapeblackpartofhame? 

W 

25  Mark  wrote  about  his  friend 
Tom  (11,4) 

26  Bitchy?  Yss  and  no 

27  NoatpiTOC.awiul  language p) 

Down 


1 14'sneighbourhastogek 
married  in  the  Home 
Counties  (5) 

2 Is  Geoioe  almost  slapdash, 
becoming  more  slop^  (7) 

3 Some  wortoerful  natural 
bone-stnjcture  (4) 

4 A flipping  way  to  starti  (4) 

5 Conned  gangster  made 
suggestive  gesture  (10)  ' 

6 I may  lead  concerted  effort 
by  top  brass  (10) 

7 Full-length  film  made  of 
exploit  on  the  liver  (7) 

8 Dog  loose  in  tea  garden 
(5.4) 

12  How  do  you  fit  In  this 
solution?  (10) 

13  Likely  to  cany  weapon? 
Thatfe  worth  hearing  (1 

14  Researching  into  ChSefe 
ancient  chrilisation?  (9) 

17  Nocopp^used  in  illumi- 
nated printing  method  (h 

19  Typicaifollowerofthe 
Proms,  usually  standing  (7) 
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28  One  mw  be  beaten  by  good 
French  fry^ 

23  Hold  on — thatfenotthe 
whole  complaint  (4) 

24  Sounding  terrible,  does  one 
have  the  blues?  (4) 


Solution  tomorrow 


9 Stuck?  Than  cai  our  aolutlem  One 
on  oeei  aaa  asa  Cana  coat  sop 
par  minuta  « all  times.  SarWw  aup- 
pM  byATS 


(B 


NEWSmPSIS 


RECYCLMG 

tayaaaptpgiinado 

io4l.2Ka(BMaw 

maMStarUKiiiws- 
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0171  734  9822 

for  brochure. 


Why  do  more  people  go  back  to  Cyprus  than  anywhere  else  in  the  Med 
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